
Newton Town Council Meeting
March 5, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Minutes
1. Opening Ceremony				6. Resolution 2015-01 Comcast Franchise Renewal
2. Approval of February minutes			7. Proclamation supporting National Day of Prayer
3. Youth Council Update				8. Financial Report by Terri Stapley
4. Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation	9. Council Reports on Assignments
5. Presentation by Cache County Sheriff’s Office			 

Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Kathryn Rigby, Matt Phillips and Jed Woodward
 Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder)
Visitors present: Sarah Rigby, Jewel Kloth, Carrie Milligan, Kinley Porritt, Kylee Rigby, Kylee Woodward, Chandler Parkinson, Melissa Mohlman, Madie David, and Sheriff Jensen and Deputy Batt. Lee Ann Peterson (7:30)

1. Mayor Clair Christiansen conducted the opening ceremony.

2. The February 2015 minutes were approved as written.

3. Newton Youth Council Update by Kylee Woodward, Mayor of Newton Youth Council. Kylee reported that the youth council sold 707 chocolate strawberries for their fundraiser. The Youth Council also delivered 306 pounds of food to the Cache County Food pantry. The youth council plans to attend the youth council conference next week.  The youth council is currently working on planning activities. Mayor Christiansen asked if the youth council could help with the town clean-up day. Clair thanked the youth council for their hard work and expressed that he thought the fundraiser went well. The Youth Council was excused to attend their meeting.

4. Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation. Mayor Christiansen read the proclamation. The proclamation proclaimed April to be Child Abuse Prevention Month. The proclamation was signed by Mayor Christiansen.

5. Cache County Sheriff’s Office Report by Sheriff Jensen. Mayor Christiansen thanked Sheriff Jensen. Sheriff Jensen introduced the newly assigned STAR Deputy for Newton, Deputy Batt. Sheriff Jensen explained about inmate work crews that could be assigned to help with a project for town clean-up day. We would just need to put in the request for a specific project. They are not able to haul anything away. We would need to provide a dumpster for that. The STAR Deputy will bring contact information for requesting the inmate crew to next month’s meeting. Sheriff Jensen explained that he has been with Cache County Sheriff’s office for 23 years.  He was elected Sheriff last fall. He explained it has been a good transition but they are making some big changes. The proposed Sheriff contract last year caused some conflicts. They plan to send out a contract earlier this year for budget purposes. The contract price will be calculated differently and some administrative positions will not be filled so the costs will be reduced this year. Sheriff Jensen asked the Town Council to review this year’s proposed contract when it comes. The Newton contract has been for 134 hours or patrol. Sheriff Jensen is not in favor of multiple year contracts and would like to renew contracts yearly. Sheriff Jensen explained costs in the contract and some changes coming to their department. Other questions asked and discussed included: response time, our justice court, citation boundaries, graffiti, gangs, and patrol time.

6. Resolution 2015-01 Comcast Franchise Renewal – Mayor Christiansen reviewed the Comcast franchise contract. It was discussed whether overhead cable lines over soccer fields at Clarke Park are Comcast and if they could be moved because of the location of poles. More research needs to be done to find out who owns those lines. Clair will call and clarify with Comcast. Items from the contract were discussed, such as: 5% return and free cable for public buildings. These are items Clair will also clarify with Comcast.
	
Matt Phillips made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-01 to renew Comcast franchise agreement. 
	Kathy Rigby seconds the motion.
	All approve Resolution 2015-01 Comcast Franchise Renewal.

Jewel Kloth suggested we speak with Comcast about charity work. Jewel Kloth spoke about potential grants and fundraising.  Jewel Kloth gave some of the information she had to Sarah Rigby with the Library to pursue.

7. Proclamation supporting the National Day of Prayer. Mayor Christiansen reviewed the information on the National Day of Prayer. Mayor Christiansen read the declaration and signed it.

8. Financial Report by Terri Stapley. Terri reported on the first 6 months of the fiscal budget. She asked council members to look at their areas of responsibility and the percentage of the whole budget that has been spent. Terri pointed out that PTIF is where we took out the money to pay off the water loan. That will be completed next week. The property tax rate was reviewed. It was discussed about looking next year at a small increase in our tax rate and incremental increases for a few years. The court financials were discussed. Mayor Christiansen spoke with Mayor Wood of Amalga and Amalga is still unsure if they will continue with our court.

9. Council Reports on Assignments – Mayor Christiansen discussed that it is too late to do anything with the court this legislative session but he would like to meet with the court and discuss issues.
Matt Hansen reported that he purchased motion sensor lights for metal building restrooms and one door closer to try out.
Matt Phillips reported that he and Jed Woodward attended the rural water conference.  Matt Phillips discussed changing technology, monitoring and more stringent regulations. Mayor Christiansen asked if there are grants to change to electronic water meters. Matt Phillips thinks it would be wise for us to upgrade to auto water meter readers because it would ease reports and locate problems faster. There was a discussion about auto water meters. Secondary water shares were discussed. The reservoir is at 22% capacity and is projected to only get up to 35% this year. Bob Farthingham with the water conservation board is willing to meet with us about Bear River water. Matt Phillips and Clair will try to meet with him. Matt Phillips explained that a sign was placed at the soccer field rather than building a fence, for the Eagle project, because of the time constraints. Clair Christiansen said he hadn’t heard back from the property owners for the conservation land purchase. He will try to contact them again. Matt Phillips explained that all communities involved with the conservation land fund decided to let North Logan seek all the funding with RAPZ this year to finish their project. We will apply next year.
Jed Woodward said he spoke with the manufacturer of the drinking fountain at the soccer field. They will not replace it. A new stainless steel version is $3,000. They discussed replacing it with a version similar to the drinking fountain at the ball diamond. Matt Phillips discussed that we have until May to get some things fixed with the water shared with Clarkston.  Matt Phillips explained that he plans to hold a bid sale for the surplus soccer goals.
Kathryn Rigby reported that the Newton Youth Council did a good job with their fundraiser. Kathryn said the Easter Egg hunt is planned for April 4th and she will speak with Michelle Griffin about it. The Town Clean-Up Day will be May 2, 2015. Kathryn will work on getting a chair for that.  For the Library Sarah Rigby explained that they received a grant to digitize photos in their special collections. They also received a second grant of $1,050 to digitize an additional 100 pictures. They would like to digitize all the Mayor and council pictures that are in the lobby of the Town Hall. The digital collection will be online to view by the end of the month.
Clair Christiansen discussed that he received a report from Darren Hancey, our building inspector, about the inspection of the building at 17 West Main. He said there were no huge red flags but we need to work with him and make sure it is designed by a professional. It was discussed that it would be good to work on the community building to generate income for building renovations. Clair will call Darren for some recommendations on who to design it.
Jed Woodward reported that the propane tanks at 17 West Main are leased with Jardine and he asked them to come and get them. Jed spoke with Cache County and they have a trailer they will let us use to help fill pot holes. They would then charge for the mix we use. The County does not do double chip seal anymore but they could do road tailings down, compact and seal. The County gave a price of $23,000 to seal 1.5 miles or about 12 blocks. Jed plans on checking on the price and then plan on what roads to complete. 
Clair Christiansen reported that the LDS Church wants to donate a 20’ x 20’ area of the ball diamond for the log cabin. Clair has explained that it would need to be a ½ acre building lot. Dog licenses were discussed. It was determined that council members will email lists of dog owners to Karla and she will mark off who has dogs licensed and then have the Youth Council do reminder calls to the rest.

Town Council for April will be moved to April 9 due to spring break.

The regular meeting adjourned.


Minutes prepared by:


________________________________________		___________
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