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3:06 pm Mayor Wanner opened the meeting

In attendance:
Gunnison City:
Mayor Wanner
Councilman Kim Pickett
Councilman Childs
Dennis Marker, City Manager
JD Bonnell, Public Works Director
Kelly Chappell, City Engineer, Ensign Engineering
Angela Leatherwood, City Recorder
Utah Department of Corrections:
Jared Garcia, Commissioner
Maria Shirley, Deputy Commissioner
Rebecca Brown, Deputy Commissioner
Mike Schoenfeld, Deputy Commissioner
Carolina Herron, Legislative Affairs
Jeff Monishaw, Finance and Operations Director
Other Attendees:
Troy Shelley, U.S. House of Representatives

Discussion – Potential CUCF Expansion
Representatives from the Utah Department of Corrections met with the City Council to discuss the potential expansion of the Central Utah Correctional Facility (CUCF) in Gunnison. The Department explained that inmate population projections have increased and the State may need approximately 800 additional beds, with current capacity potentially being reached by mid-to-late 2028.
Gunnison is being considered as a potential expansion location. One concept would add three housing buildings within the existing perimeter fencing, providing approximately 768 additional beds. The expansion would also require improvements to supporting facilities, including culinary services, visitation, medical services, recreation areas, and rehabilitation and educational programming. A separate women's facility in the Salt Lake City area is also being considered as an alternative or additional project. No final decision has been made regarding the location or scope of the expansion.
The Department discussed the potential economic impact, including an estimated 230 additional Department of Corrections positions and 20 to 60 correctional health services positions.
City Infrastructure and Community Impacts
The Council and City representatives discussed several areas that would need further evaluation if the expansion moves forward:
· Water: The potential increase in population would create additional water demand. The City emphasized the importance of protecting its water supply and future water needs. Water conservation measures at correctional facilities were also discussed.
· Sewer: Additional sewer capacity may be needed. Gunnison and Centerfield are beginning work on a joint sewer master plan to evaluate system needs and capacity.
· Electrical: Potential electrical infrastructure improvements and battery storage were discussed as possible ways to improve power reliability and manage peak demand.
· Community Services: Discussion included opportunities for local employment, use of Gunnison businesses, and the possibility of expanding medical services through the local hospital.
The City expressed appreciation for its longstanding relationship with the Department of Corrections and emphasized the importance of addressing potential impacts to City infrastructure and resources.
Next Steps
The Department indicated that additional cost estimates and project programming information were expected in the coming weeks. Further discussions will take place as the State evaluates its options and prepares for the upcoming legislative session. The City will continue reviewing potential impacts to its water and sewer systems and will maintain communication with the Department regarding future planning.
Adjournment: 
Councilor Pickett made the motion to adjourn; Councilor Childs seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous in favor.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:09 pm.      

     


Michael Wanner, Mayor     					Approval Date:                                                                                 
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