 Emery County Public Lands Meeting

March 3, 2015

10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  

PLC:  Mistie Christiansen, Ed Geary, Sherrel Ward, JR Nelson
PLC Staff:   Tammy Tucker

Public:  Phil Fauver, Chris Wood, Steve Fluke, Laurel Nielsen, Marc Stilson, Bryan Torgerson, Kristi Maxwell, Daren Olsen, Commissioner Cowley, Craig Johansen, Merrill Johansen, Wayne Ludington, Mike Olsen
Excused:  Ray Petersen, Rod Player, Laren Huntsman, Bruce Wilson, Hannah  Lockhart, Kelsey Berg
1. Welcome:  Mistie welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  

2.  Approval of Minutes:  Sherrel Ward made motion to accept the February 3, 2015 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by JR Nelson, motion carried. 

3.  Chairman Comments:  Mistie stated that she went to the State Capitol last Wednesday to talk to Representative Eliason about his State Parks Bills and he refused to talk to her.  She tried to set up meetings on Saturday and he wouldn't do it.  Randy suggested everyone send a letter or email to the Natural Resource Committee asking them to not pass or support H.B. 374 San Rafael Swell State Park Designation sponsored by Eliason.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Cowley stated that he was with Randy, Kelsey, and Merrill Swasey in talks with Rep. Eliason and it was interesting to see how resistant he was to what both Randy and Kelsey were talking about in regards to H.B. 374.  
Commissioner Cowley was approached by a local business owner about concerns that the Bouldering Groups had with what they thought was the closure of Straight Canyon and that they could no longer go there.  They misinterpreted the signs as to it being closed to overnight camping only.  Campsites are available in Cottonwood Canyon.

There was another concern with the closures of the gates on the forest and stated that he is in favor of not having disturbance to the roads and the damage that may ensue.  

Randy stated that they are still on schedule for the LUP draft legislation on March 27th. After receiving input from all partners into late April they will try to do a final draft with the hope of having some legislation ready to introduce it in May.  
Randy stated in regards to H.B. 43 that he had a discussion with Rep. McIff stating there are concerns.  Changes were made and it has made through Committee as well as the House Process and it passed in the House in the new modified form.  It has now been assigned to the Senate Natural Resources Committee but it does not yet have an assigned itinerary date.  The Farm Bureau as well as all the Canal Companies continue to oppose this bill.
Mistie stated that the Emery County Business Chamber will be hosting their Annual Banquet at Miller's Landing in Huntington on March 18th at 6:00 p.m.  The topic is "The Future of Coal in Utah".
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Mistie stated that a Range School was held last Thursday and had approximately 120 people in attendance.  The National Riparian Team from Colorado came and presented and it was very good.  There will be a follow up workshop on March 18th in Carbon County from 4-8 p.m.

5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Don reported that they did a wild horse gather on the Nevada border and gathered approximately 106 horses. It was an emergency action based on large numbers of highway collisions.  This herd will be easy to sell due to type of animal and genetics.  They will not go to a stockyard but will be adopted.  JR Nelson stated that he will know soon if he has been appointed to the National BLM Wild Horse & Burro Board.  

They will be starting to charge fees at Swaseys Campground. The Greens Hollow EA is out for comment.  They have received comments on the Bouldering Area EA and are going through those right now.  
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc reported on an issue they had on stock watering rights.  A stockman on the Humbug allotment wants to use an old oil & gas well for a stock watering right. Last year the Legislature passed a bill that says Federal Land Agencies (BLM & FS) cannot apply for or obtain new water rights for livestock watering.  Previous to that the law required that the Federal Land Agency and the Grazing Permittee be joint owners of the water right and previous to that it was just the federal land agency.  Most of the water rights on the Forest and BLM are in the name of the federal agency.  The stockman put in $7000 of improvements in rehabbing the well and has got it running and flowing to a couple of troughs and wants to make additional improvements which the BLM has offered to help pay for that if there is some way they can get either joint ownership or ownership of the water right to the well.  
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  Steve Fluke, Administrator for the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program, reported the Office of Surface Mining have their Annual Evaluation on the Coal Regulatory Program and the Abandoned Mine Program and are soliciting comments from the public.  If you want to get on the mailing list for next year's letter, get him your contact information.  
The ABM San Rafael Project is ongoing. They stopped for the winter but will start up as soon as weather permitting.  They are little more than half way through with the closures.  JR gave his complements on the way that the work on Copper Globe was done.  It is absolutely perfect in that you can still see the good old days and kept its historic nature.  They have about two months of work to complete the project.  
They have a couple of coal projects that are in upper Huntington Canyon which are pretty minor. There are a couple of coal piles over by Electric Lake and one by Cleveland Reservoir. They try to keep their website up to date on upcoming projects and public comment periods if anyone wants to keep track of the work they are doing.

Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):   Chris Wood reported that they will have a Turkey Clinic at their Price Office to teach people skills on how to Turkey hunt on March 19th from 7-9 pm.  On March 21st they will a "Listening to the Owls" at 8:00 pm at their Price Office and will go to Desert Lake, their Huntington Game Farm Property and Huntington Canyon. They will call some owls and listen to growls.  
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Later this month, with the Forest Service, they will go and count Sage Grouse on the Wild Cat area.  In regards to the San Rafael Pronghorn counts, both the north and south San Rafael Group numbers look good being slightly higher than last year.  

The Division has a wildlife board opening and a wildlife RAC opening for their southeastern region and will take applications through March 16th they are looking for a RAC member to represent non-consumptive users and an At-Large Representative.  Commissioner Brady is their newest RAC member and they have their first RAC Meeting tonight.  

Mistie mentioned HB 89 that requires a $10 fee on all motorboats and sailboats to go towards the Aquatic Invasive Species Program.  It has passed both the Senate and House waiting for the Governor's signature.
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Bryan reported in regards to the Wild Horses, they did file a lawsuit to the BLM mainly because their numbers are bigger than their management objective and they are impacting SITLA resources.  Another issue they have to be aware of is the Green River Industrial Park is that agreement they have with the county was actually for 10 years but it expires this December.  They are working with a couple of operators to purchase lots 1,2 and 4 before it expires in December.  Also, they sent a letter to Emery County letting them know that they will be selling some property that is east of Green River in the Tim Vetere farm area.  Bryan passed out a map showing all lands for sale in this area.  
In regards to the BLM Travel Management Plan, they have had other Travel Plans that have tried to restrict access to SITLA lands and that is very concerning to them and they sent a letter to the BLM that he shared with the Council.  

Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren reported that the Greens Hollow Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) hit the Federal Register on Friday and will have a 45-day review period.  
In regards to Bouldering, he apologized in the miscommunication from the FS about the closure in Straight Canyon as mentioned by the public.  There were concerns over water and impacts as well as camping along the narrow road and they have seen people camping in the small turnouts that limits access to others that can't pull in to access bouldering sites and then you have people parking wherever they want.  They have been working with the Department of Transportation who had concerns as well.  They are not trying to hamper anything or the Bouldering activities other than having no overnight camping.  
In regards to the gates, they have a meeting today to discuss concerns and issues. They are not trying to lock people out of the forest but to protect the roads from damage.  They usually opens gates by April 15th.  
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  None
Washington Delegation Staff:  Randy read Kelsey's following email report:  
This last month there was a landmark lands meeting with the entire Utah Congressional delegation, the Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, and members of the state legislature.  The meeting was to discuss a public lands strategy and to make sure that all branches of government were on the same page when it comes to dealing with public lands.  The major 
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issues discussed were the PLI and the Transfer of Public Lands.  It was very good meeting and many good things came out of the meeting.  One of the requests from the Congressional Delegation to the State Legislature was that the legislature run a concurrent resolution in the support of the counties that are participating in the PLI. That bill, SCR 10, is being run in the senate by Senator Hinkins, and last night was passed out favorability by the senate committee.  We hope to see this resolution continue and pass through the Senate and the House before the end of the session.

As of right now all 7 counties are still working through their respective maps and proposals and we are still on target for our March 27th draft bill unveiling.

Randy stated that he was also at the Committee last night when the senate considered the SCR10 and the senate committee was very complementary and extremely supportive of the resolution. There are a number of people in the House that don't support the resolution and it will have to have much stronger wording for it to pass.  
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel gave the water report:  Buck Flat - 91%; Clear Creek - 62%; Mammoth-Cottonwood - 69%; Red Pine - 82%; Seely Creek - 89%; Basin Wide - 77% of Norm.  Reservoirs look good- Cleveland - 76%; Millers' Flat - 63%; Huntington North - Full; Joes Valley - 67%; Millsite - 77%.
7.  Concerned Citizens:  None

8.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

4-7-15 PLC Meeting:  3-3-15 minutes approved as recorded.

