
MINUTES
Duchesne Conservation District
September Monthly Meeting, 9/16/26
Water Conservancy Building, 275 W 800 S Roosevelt, UT

ATTENDANCE:


Duchesne Conservation District Meeting Minutes
9/16/26, Water Conservancy Building, Roosevelt Utah

Page 2 of 3

Conservation District Chair 
Steve Remund

Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Conley Moon 
Dave Evans
Rodger Ames
Drake Dart 


Department of Agriculture and Food:
Darrell Gillman- UDAF

Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins

						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
Jeremy Maycock- NRCS
Braxten Spencer- Duchesne Weed Department
Matthew Skewes- Duchesne Weed Department
Dawson Grant- Duchesne Weed Department
Tom Bruton- Colorado River Authority


CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 

SUPERVISOR REPORTS
Darrell attended a silage corn inter-seeded field with buckwheat, radishes, turnups, and some small grains in Jensen. The biggest benefit they have seen in inter-seeding is helping the sandy poor ground. Darrell can keep the supervisors updated when the field gets chopped to see how it goes. The supervisors may be interested in going to see it then. The end of October might be the best time.
 Dave went to the weed department board meeting to learn more of their plan. 
The commissioner of Ag Kelly Pierson is working with legislature for anyone with a current ARDL loan will have the option of waving a payment for the year, as well as not be charged interest for the year. There is also drought money available. That will be ending in November.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Supervisors reviewed the August meeting minutes. Conley Moon made the motion to approve the August meeting minutes, Rodger Ames second, motion passed. 

SERA 
None at this time.

FINANCES
Jessica presented the finances. The board reviewed the financial report. Conley was able to give Jessica a new contact number for a customer with an outstanding invoice. Jessica will try that contact. Drake Dart made the motion to approve the finances, Conley Moon second, motion passed.

CD BUSINESS

Biologics Update
When Darrell called about the biologics, they were already sold out. They suggested ordering next year in July. We will discuss ordering the biologics in our June meeting.



PO Box
The state would still like us to have a PO Box. They also wanted us to have an email, which we did set up. Dave suggested asking the post man if our entity qualifies for a free PO Box. Darrell will check on the price. Dave Evans made a motion to purchase a PO Box if that is what is required, Rodger Ames second, motion passed. 

Second Recorder
The uploaded meeting recording is required to be one continual file. For closed meeting sections, the state needs us to pause the recording, and push play again after the closed section. A second recorder is required during the closed section. Jessica found the same recorder that was purchased for the district previously. It is $45.99 on Amazon, and has 128 GB. Conley Moon made a motion to purchase a second recorder, Drake Dart second, motion passed. 

Con Amor Fishing- September 22
Con Amor fishing day is next week on Tuesday. Buddies should be there between 8:30-9:00. Students should be there about 10:00. Delsco is serving hamburgers. The students will be leaving about 1:30. The shirts have been ordered. US Trophy and Design has been good with last minute t shirt orders. 

Supervisor Training
The supervisors did a training for financial roles and responsibilities. 

Duchesne Weed Department
The weed department would like to do a study to see what kind of water usage the Russian Olives use. This project includes a 10 acre piece of property northeast of Duchesne, owned by Duchesne city. The discussion is to have it be a 3 year project. The first two years would be measuring water, cut the Russian olive trees out, then measure for the next year to record the difference. Studies out of Colorado say a mature Russian olive pulls over 200 gallons a day. The estimated pull out with how many Russian olives are in the county would fill Starvation reservoir 4 times. They would like to go in and dig a ditch so they can drain to one place to measure what water comes out. The weed department would like to get Utah State involved as well so the findings can be used to treat Russian Olives across the state. Dave would like to see the Russian Olives mapped out with a drone. He would like to see a lot of pictures of the project. Darrell suggested keeping a count when cutting them down to add to the data. A real time flow data would be a good thing to add to the project. The AgDrip program might be interested in helping with that. They can measure the moisture levels in the soil at different depths. Tom from the Colorado River Authority would like to know if there are already other studies done. He would like to see further information and a finance sheet. He would also like to see if they could do findings if the water will stay in the soil or flow to surface and what ends up going to the river. Measuring water table before and after. Where Colorado River Authority and Central have invested in AgDrip already, Tom would like them to be reached out to for the project. He would be interested in knowing what the next phase of the plan would be after collecting the findings of the data. What areas will be treated next. Braxten estimated $20,000-$30,000 for the cost of 10 acres of removal. Duchesne City is supportive of the project, they have not discussed funding. Braxten would like to do a simpler plan for this phase one, with a simple ditch and wear. Then going back in after seeing where that starts with more monitors and measurements. Darrell brought up the water conference is being planned for January 14 at the Grace Event center and this might be a good place to present this project to see who would like to participate. The weed department will set up a field trip to tour the project. Brooke Holgate also needs to be reached out to for USU Extension.



PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
None at this time

GIP
None at this time

NRCS
NRCS got a new chief at the national office. He would like to see more simplified office work and get more into the field with locals. Some old applications will be getting cleaned up. They would like to get the conservation districts more involved in the application process. If the conservation districts direct the conservation efforts on a local level they can use that in their application approval process. Jeremy would like to see our SFP for Russian Olives to be a bit more specific. Including a management plan for the land owner so they can upkeep the treatment given so the Russian olives don’t come back and get worse. 

USU EXTENSION
None at this time.

SGI
None at this time.


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Next CD Meeting- October 21, 2026


MOTION TO ADJOURN
Conley Moon made the motion to adjourn at 12:00 PM
