SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
October 22, 2026


Board Meeting 

The Murray City School Board met in a board meeting on October 22, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.  In attendance were Kelly Taeoalii, Jill Weight, Kami Anderson, Jaren Cooper, Elizabeth Payne, Jennifer Covington, Superintendent and Brian Ipson, Business Administrator.  The meeting was held at the District office, located at 5102 South Commerce Drive, Murray, UT.

Welcome

Board President Kelly Taeoalii welcomed those in attendance. 

Board Study Items

Student Conduct Policy – Discussion on this policy was tabled.

Internet & Electronic Device Acceptable Use Policy (PS 405) – Superintendent Covington presented updates to the Internet & Electronic Device Acceptable Use policy. These included updates to address internet safety, filtering, and monitoring, along with acceptable and prohibited uses. It also discusses student and employee responsibilities. Finally, the policy allows for parents to have access to a monitoring system for students using District-owned electronic devices. These updates ensure the District is in continued compliance with the Children Internet Protection Act. The policy will be brought before the board for a first reading in the November 12th board meeting.

School Guardians Policy – Superintendent Covington presented the School Guardians policy and noted that the language in the policy comes straight from state legislation. The policy outlines the qualifications for becoming a school guardian as well as the responsibilities and requirements of the position. A question about background checks for guardians was asked by Board Member Payne and Superintendent Covington noted that background checks are required as part of the process for obtaining a concealed carry permit. The policy will be brought before the board for a first reading in the November 12th board meeting.

USBE Board Waiver for Digital Literacy – Bruce Eschler, Director of Secondary Teaching & Learning, presented information on a proposed change to move the Digital Literacy class from 8th grade to 6th grade, as part of the planned grade reconfigurations (moving 6th graders to middle school). This move would require a waiver request to be submitted to USBE, but other school districts in the state have received that approval. Bruce noted that the class would provide good foundational knowledge for 6th graders as they start middle school and that some may not have as much exposure to technology in elementary school due to digital teaching and learning changes made in HB 273. The request will be brought to the board in the November 12th board meeting.

Facility Planning – President Taeoalii began a discussion with the board about the proposed closure of Liberty Elementary. Various board members expressed that they feel communication with the impacted community has been good and that the information is out there. President Taeoalii then opened a discussion regarding fundraising efforts and plans for a proposed field house at Murray High School. Doug Perry, MEF Executive Director, shared that there has been interest in continuing the conversation about the project with the committee, but that a decision is needed on a funding commitment from the District in order to get donor buy in. Richard Reese, outgoing Business Administrator then presented an update on the remaining authorization for general obligation bonds of the District. Approximately $20.9 million remains due to favorable conditions on both the Riverview Jr and Murray High projects. The capital outlay fund balance (excluding any bond proceeds) at June 30, 2026 was $24.7 million. Various board members expressed support for holding a discussion at the November 12th board meeting, with the potential for a motion to have the committee proceed forward.

Investments (BU 707) – Brian Ipson presented a new policy regarding investment of the District’s funds. The policy requires that the District follow the State Money Management Act, invests its funds in a prudent and safe manner, prioritizing safety of principal, liquidity, and yield. The policy designates the Business Administrator as the investment officer of the district, with final responsibility for individual investments of the District. The policy will be brought before the board for a first reading in the November 12th board meeting.

The Board was polled at 7:03 PM and was unanimous in holding a closed session for personnel and legal issues.

The board meeting was then adjourned at 7:27 PM.


_________________________________________            _______________________________________ Kelly Taeoalii – Board President             	                      Business Administrator – Brian Ipson
