Town of Koosharem Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Koosharem Town Council Room
September 3rd, 2026
Roll Call
Planning Commission Chair: Jerry Butcher
Planning Commission Members: Al Talbot, Benjamin Bagley
Absent Members: Helene Talbot and Jill Stewart
Visitors 
Megan Bagley
Called to Order
The Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m.
Public Comment
No public comments were received.
Consent Agenda
Accept Minutes for August 4th, 2026
Motion: Jerry Butcher
Second: Ben Bagley
Vote: Unanimous

Action Items
Wilford Haven Revocable Trust Building Permit
The Commission reviewed the building application and discussed Ordinance 2402, which was
described as requiring an improved road before the building permit could proceed. Members
discussed road engineering and approval, emergency-vehicle access, and the responsibility of
the developer or property owner for improvement costs. The town representative agreed to
contact an engineer for a preliminary estimate and information about the required road
improvements. Possible town road-grant funding was also discussed; no funding was committed.

Deny the building application for the Wilford Haven property at this time because the
required improved road is not in place. 
Motion: Ben Bagley
Second: Al Talbot
Vote was unanimous

Zoning Map
Members reviewed a revised zoning concept concentrating commercial/residential/agricultural
zoning along the main highway corridor, with surrounding areas designated single-family
residential/agricultural. Existing businesses outside the proposed corridor and the treatment of
existing uses were discussed. Members also discussed the possibility of future applications for
commercial use outside the corridor, subject to the process to be established in the ordinance.
An updated map and draft zoning ordinance were expected from Brock, including updates for
annexed areas. The Commission planned to review the revised materials and consider action at a
later meeting. No zoning map or ordinance was adopted at this meeting.

Short-Term Rental Ordinance
The Commission discussed a proposed cap of eight short-term rental units; seven existing units
were identified during the discussion. Members considered how units would be counted, possible
conditional-use treatment in residential areas, a waiting list, input from current operators, and
language excluding camp trailers from short-term rentals. The draft was to be revised with Brock
and circulated for further review. A future public hearing and notice were discussed. No short-
term rental ordinance was approved at this meeting.

New Business
Camp Trailer Ordinance
Members discussed a revised proposal limiting camp trailers, with three trailers identified as the
proposed limit in the discussion. They raised concerns about permanent trailer concentrations,
fire safety, trailer occupancy, septic connections, and enforcement. Members requested
consideration of temporary exceptions for visiting family during holidays, including July 24, and
potentially for family reunions. The duration and application process for any exception remained
unresolved. The draft was referred for further revision and no ordinance was adopted.

Other Business and Updates
A representative reported that the Town Council was expected to consider a temporary
building-application moratorium while zoning work continued. This was described as a future
council matter, not a Commission action at this meeting.

Members discussed enforcement assistance from the county and health-department review
of septic-related concerns. A parcel near Burr Dairy was discussed in connection with flood-
zone and utility questions; no action was taken.

A town generator project was discussed. Staff were seeking an electrician’s installation bid
before applying for a grant; a used generator and donated concrete work were mentioned. No
expenditure or grant award was approved in this meeting.

Members discussed possible road and water-system grant applications, water pressure
improvements, and the possibility of an additional well for redundancy. Town water rights and
available water supply were identified as matters for further confirmation. No project approval
was recorded.



Adjournment
Adjourn the meeting.
Motion: Jerry Butcher
Second: Al Talbot
Vote: unanimous
The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.
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