[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
MEMORANDUM: Salt Lake County Title 19 Ordinance Update – PHASE 3.
TO: Salt Lake County and Mountainous Planning District Planning Commissions
FROM: Curtis Woodward, Brian Tucker
DATE: October 7, 2026
FILE NUMBER: OAM2026-001669
SUMMARY
MSD Planning & Development Services Staff (“PDS”) have been working with Salt Lake County Regional Planning and Transportation and Mayor’s Office staff on a project to update Title 19 – Zoning of the Salt Lake County Code. Because this revision includes a complete reorganization of Title 19, we have divided the overall project into three phases for discussion and initial input, with public hearings to come later in 2026 and in early 2027.  Planning staff presented the first phase to the Salt Lake County and Mountainous Planning District Planning Commissions in August, and the second phase to the Mountainous Planning District Planning Commission in September and the Salt Lake County Planning Commission in October. Materials included in this memorandum represent the third phase of zoning ordinance updates drafted for Salt Lake County.
Phase 3, presented in Exhibit A, includes drafted versions of the following chapters of Title 19: 
· 19.02 Title, Purpose, and Applicability
· 19.06 Nonconformities
· 19.08 Enforcement
· 19.10 Procedures for Analyzing Takings Claims
· 19.12 Administrative Bodies, Powers & Duties
· 19.14 Zones, Zoning Map, Boundaries
· 19.16 Land Use Processes and Procedures
· 19.18 Planned Unit Developments
· 19.20 Variances, Exceptions, and Appeals
· 19.25 Forest Management Zone
The proposed Zoning Ordinance revisions are intended to accomplish several objectives, including:
· Ensuring compliance with State Legislation.
· Promoting ease of use for both staff and residents.
· Clarifying roles and land use decision making processes.

BACKGROUND ON TITLE 19 UPDATE

As previously discussed, this overhaul of the zoning code implements planning best practices, incorporates West General Plan and Moderate Income Housing Plan principles, updates the code for legislative changes, and addresses problems that have arisen over many years with the current zoning code. The reorganization of the chapters in Title 19 includes grouping together all the standards that pertain to land use and land development.

The majority of the chapters being presented in phase 3 consist of general provisions and administrative chapters. Also included in this phase is the F-1 Zone, which had previously been slated for removal from Title 19, but which will now be brought over from existing code. Because the topics covered in these chapters primarily deal with technical, legal, and procedural issues, many of which are governed by state code, few substantive changes have been made. 

NEW CHAPTERS
Phase 3 contains two new chapters, 19.12 Administrative Bodies, Powers & Duties, and 19.16 Land Use Processes and Procedures. These chapters are a combination of relocated provisions  from existing code, as well as procedural and legal clarifications to keep in line with state code requirements and to provide clearer direction to the public.

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER CHANGES
The Chapters presented in Exhibit A differ from the existing Zoning Ordinance both in formatting and substance. Several provisions have been edited to be more in line with state code, and/or relocated into other chapters based on the new, user-friendly format. Other proposed changes are intended to provide greater clarity and direction to applicants, the public, and planning staff. Major changes drafted for each specific Chapter are highlighted below: 
19.02 Title, Purpose, and Applicability:
· This section is much shorter than the existing Chapter 19.02 and explains the new format of the zoning ordinance.


19.06 Nonconformities:
· This Chapter contains the regulations regarding nonconforming uses and structures found in existing Chapter 19.88. There were not any substantive changes to this content.
19.08 Enforcement:
· Most of the language has been carried over directly from Chapter 19.94 of current code; however, the table of civil penalties for violations has been removed from the code. Civil penalties are now adopted by the County Council in accordance with Section 3.42.040 of Salt Lake County Code.
19.10 Procedures for Analyzing Takings:
· This language is based on requirements in state code; minimal changes were made to the existing Ordinance.
19.12 Administrative Bodies, Powers, and Duties:
· This Chapter combines all sections related to authorities and their powers, including the existing Chapter on Planning Commissions, into one comprehensive Chapter. 
· The Chapter defines the roles of the Land Use Hearing Officer (an Administrative Law Judge) and Planning and Development Services Director. Language related to these roles was previously scattered throughout the ordinance or not included at all.
19.14 Establishment of Zones, Maps, and Zone Boundaries:
· The list of zones established was updated to reflect both newly created zones and those that were no longer in use and therefore removed for the community.
19.16 Land Use Processes and Procedures:
· All provisions related to land use processes and procedures, including permitted and conditional use application processes, were combined into this Chapter. 
· Clear application standards are articulated for each type of land use application. 
· Differences between legislative and administrative decisions are defined and used to inform process for various actions and appeals. 
· Guidelines are established to help Planning Commissions in their review of land use ordinance map and text revisions. 
19.18 Planned Unit Developments:
· This Chapter was significantly expanded to provide additional clarity around Planned Unit Development (PUD) processes and standards.
· Different types of PUDs were established, with differing standards depending on the type.
· Changes were made to the language to reduce conflicts between the standards in each zone and the PUD standards.

19.20 Variances, Exceptions, and Appeals
· This Chapter combines all standards related to variances, exceptions, and appeals in one place. 
· The Chapter clearly articulates the process for filing an appeal, and the conditions under which a land use authority can grant a variance or exception.

19.25 Forest Management Zone:
· This chapter is being carried over directly from Chapter 19.08 of the current code, with no substantive changes.

CONCLUSION
After the phase 3 chapters have been presented in work sessions to the Salt Lake County and Mountainous Planning District Planning Commissions, and comments from the two planning commissions incorporated, a finished draft of Title 19 will be brought before each planning commission for public hearing and recommendation in November/December of this year. The ordinance will then be referred to the Salt Lake County Council for review and decision in early 2027.
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