
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC PORTION OF THE
JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION MEETING

March 17, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.

Utah Law & Justice Center
645 South 200 East
Salt Lake City, Utah


	Present:
	Excused:
	Staff:

	Rep. Brian King, Chair
	Robert Behunin
	Colin Winchester

	James Jardine
	Sen. Stephen Urquhart
	Aimee Thoman

	Tami King
	
	Sara Sherman

	Sen. Karen Mayne
	
	

	Rep. Kraig Powell
	
	

	Lois Richins
	
	Guests:

	Hon. Stephen Roth
	
	Justice Deno Himonas

	Hon. Todd Shaughnessy
	
	Brian Wikle

	Terry Welch
	
	

	
	
	

	

	
	

	1.
	Welcome.  Rep. King welcomed the Commissioners, staff and guests to the meeting.


	2.
	Administration of Oath of Office.  Justice Himonas administered the constitutional oath of office to new Commissioners Tami King and Judge Shaughnessy.


	3.
	Presentation.  Rep. King thanked Justice Himonas for his service on the Commission and presented him with a commemorative plaque.


	Justice Himonas left the meeting.


	4.
	Introductions.  Commissioners and staff introduced themselves to Ms. King and Judge Shaughnessy.


	5.
	Approval of Minutes.  


	
	
	Motion:
	Ms. Richins
	To approve the Minutes of the public portion of the January 20, 2015, meeting as distributed.

	
	
	Second:
	Mr. Jardine
	

	
	
	Vote:











	Unanimous
	

	6.
	Budget.  Mr. Winchester reviewed the budget information through February 28, 2015, noting that although 66.7% of the fiscal year had elapsed, only 63.4% of the appropriated funds had been spent.

Brian Wikle, assistant legislative fiscal analyst, reported on legislative action affecting the Commission’s FY16 budget.  The base appropriation is $245,500; $6,100 was appropriated to cover the 2.25% salary increase for state employees; $200 was appropriated to cover anticipated increases in internal service fund rates; and the Division of Finance made a one-time transfer of $25,000 to the Commission.  The total appropriation for FY16 is therefore $276,800.  If the Division of Finance’s contribution is set aside as a reserve, the available funds for FY16 will be $251,800, an increase of $7,681 from the current fiscal year.  The Commission thanked Mr. Wikle for his report and his efforts during the legislative session.


	Mr. Wikle left the meeting.


	7.
	Statistical Report.  Mr. Winchester reviewed the statistical report.

	
	
	Number of complaints filed to date in FY15
	54
	

	
	
	Number of cases pending before the Supreme Court
	0
	

	
	
	Number of cases pending before the Commission
	0
	

	
	
	Number of cases under full investigation
	1
	

	
	
	Number of cases under preliminary investigation
	22
	

	
	
	Total number of open files

	23
	

	Ms. Thoman left the room.


	8.
	Salary Increase for Ms. Thoman.  When Ms. Thoman was hired, it was agreed that upon satisfactory performance, she would receive a $3.00 per hour increase at the conclusion of six months of employment, and a second $3.00 per hour increase at the conclusion of twelve months of employment.  Her first six months have passed and Mr. Winchester recommended that she be given a $3.00 per hour administrative salary increase.  Based on Mr. Winchester’s recommendation, the Executive Committee had also recommended the salary increase.  Mr. Winchester noted that because Ms. Thoman efficiently works her full complement of allowed hours each pay period, the number of pending cases has been significantly reduced.  The Commission discussed Ms. Thoman’s progress and considered the recommendations.
  

	
	
	Motion:
	Mr. Welch
	To approve the first $3.00 per hour salary increase for Ms. Thoman.

	
	
	Second:
	Judge Roth
	

	
	
	Vote:
	Unanimous

	

	Ms. Thoman returned to the room.


	9.
	Review of Recent Supreme Court Opinion.  The Utah Supreme Court recently issued an opinion in Dahl v. Dahl.  The portion of that opinion that discusses judicial bias and disqualification had been included in the meeting materials.  The Commission discussed those issues, and Judge Shaughnessy, who had participated as a substitute member of the Court in the case, provided additional insight.





	10.
	Closure of Meeting.


	
	
	Motion:
	Mr. Jardine
	To close the meeting to the public for the purpose of conducting a confidential session.

	
	
	Second:
	Mr. Welch
	

	
	
	Vote:
	Unanimous

	

	At the conclusion of the confidential portion of the meeting, the meeting was re-opened to the public.


	11.
	Next Meeting.  The next Commission meeting will be held at the Utah Law & Justice Center on April 21, beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Ms. Richins will be absent.


	12.
	Adjournment.


	
	
	Motion:
	Mr. Welch
	To adjourn.

	
	
	Second:
	Rep. Powell
	

	
	
	Vote:

	Unanimous
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