[image: ]CITY OF OREM 
ADVISORY BOARD/COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES 
                                                                                            meeting may be held electronically to allow a board/commission member to participate.

PUBLIC BODY: Events Advisory Commission
DATE:	Thursday, October 8, 2026			ROOM:  City Council Conference Room #1002
					            	    (Right next to the City Council Chambers) 
TIME:	4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.			  	ADDRESS: 56 North State Street, Orem, Utah
 
ROUGH DRAFT 
Meeting Link   https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4
Commission Members in Attendance: Kami Burgess (Co-Chair), Rodney Gardner, Suzanne Whitaker, Taylor Fox, Christie Ekins, Bryan Waite, Debby Lauret (zoom), Madisen McArthur (zoom), Paula Pilivi (zoom)  
City Council:  Crystal Muhlestein, Jeff Lambson (zoom)  
City Staff: Sydney Bailey, Peter Wolfley, Jill Winder
 Absent: Ashley Shumway, Ashlie Mann, Kenice Whitaker, Bryce Merrill
Welcome/Introductions: Kami Burgess (Co-Chair) welcomed everyone to the October meeting. Kami had Bryan Waite introduced himself to everyone again.  
[bookmark: _Hlk219204171]Approval of the Minutes 
Kami Burgess asked for a motion to approve the August 13, 2026 meeting minutes. Rodney Gardner motioned for approval of the minutes with Christie Ekins seconding the motion. All other attending voting committee members Kami Burgess, Taylor Fox, Bryan Waite, Debby Lauret, Paula Pilivi, Madisen McArthur, and Suzanne Whitaker unanimously accepted the August meeting minutes. Minutes Approved. 
NOTE: There was no meeting in September because of the Taste of Orem Event. 
City Updates  https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4?t=10
City Council Comments: City Council did not have any specific updates, but they expressed gratitude to the commission members. Later, Jeff Lambson offered feedback on the Taste of Orem Event. He was impressed with the wide variety of food, and the entertainment selection was incredibly good this year. 

City Staff Updates:  https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4?t=36
Commission Updates:  Sydney Bailey noted that rather than a stand-alone update, it would be reviewed through the specifics in the upcoming events categories. 
· Discussion Items:
 
· Taste of Orem:  https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4?t=100

· Attendance Report – According to the Placer AI, it estimates, 6,600 people attended Taste of Orem on September 19th. This was up from 5,800 last year. Most people attending stayed around 1 to 1.5 hours. 

· Survey Results – Sydney Bailey noted that they did not receive many survey responses, but they did get some valuable suggestions. One suggestion submitted was to provide Taste of Orem pens, which staff agree is a great idea. 
Stage Entertainment was positive regarding the variety of cultural performances. However, on the line dancing noted that the audience would prefer watching a group of performers rather than a single instructor leading a lesson. 
On the performance set-up, it was suggested to use two performance tents next year instead of using the nearby indoor building.  
· Truck or Treat:  https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4?t=809
· This event is scheduled for Saturday, October 17th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the University Place Mall. This event is geared toward families and younger children. There will be City vehicles, such as police cars, fire trucks, dump trucks, backhoes, garbage 
trucks, that the children can explore and will be receiving candy and treat bags. 

· Treat Bag Assembly will be on Thursday, October 15th at 1:00 p.m. at the Orem Fitness Center. If you would like to help, that would be fantastic! There will be volunteer opportunities for commission members to assist with this event. Reach out to Kenice or Sydney if you would like to help.  

· Veteran Day – Orem Cemetery – 11:00 a.m.  https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4?t=907
· This year’s Veteran Day program has an historical significance. It will be held on November 11th at 11:00 a.m. to honor Armistice Day and the signing of the peace treaty following Word War I. The format has been streamlined compared to previous years to give the featured speaker ample time while keeping the overall program around one hour.
· Rodney Gardner went over the program of events. On a sad note, David Spencer, son of Colonel Gary Spencer, will share his father’s notes and relate stories about his father’s service due to his father’s recent passing. 



· Lights On – Monday, November 30, 2026  https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4?t=1124
· Holiday Characters & Animals: Features Santa, the Grinch, and live reindeer in a viewing pen.
· Entertainment & Refreshments: Free hot chocolate, a holiday market hosted by the Farmers Market, and live stage performances (including a caroling group and a handbell choir).
· Kids Scavenger Hunt: Repeating last year’s popular activity, where children explore the park to find attractions and earn a wooden ornament.
· Upgraded Sound System: Staff confirmed they are using an upgraded audio system to accommodate growing attendance.
· Parking: The new police station parking lot will be open, offering ample parking.
Commission Feedback & Volunteer Setup   	https://youtu.be/tPEcYAowVY4?t=1603
· Photo Prop Ideas: Commission members suggested expanding photo scenes around the park (such as large block letters spelling "Joy" or "Believe" or present displays).
· Morning Decorating: Commission members will assist staff with setting up and decorating Christmas trees, the stage, and prop displays at the park starting around 9:00 a.m. on the morning of November 30th.
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Thursday, November 12, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. No meeting will be held in December.  
Adjournment: Kami Burgess asked for a motion for adjournment. Christie Ekins motioned to adjourn with Rodney Gardner seconding the motion. All other committee members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. See you Thursday, November 12, 2026.
















THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL CITY MEETINGS.
If you need special accommodation to participate in Advisory Commission meetings, Please contact us on the City's website at orem.org or call (801) 229-7000 at least three working days. 
prior to the meeting. This agenda is available on the Utah Public Notice website at utah.gov/pmn.
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