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MINUTES
Wasatch Conservation District
Regular Meeting, September 9, 2026
WCWEP office, Heber City, Utah 

ATTENDANCE:
	                                  Conservation District Meeting Minutes
date
Page 1 of 2






[bookmark: _heading=h.gb9e0i78g4vh]Conservation District (CD) Supervisors
Addison Hicken, District Chair
Edd Sabey, Treasurer 
George Muir, Supervisor 
Allan Sulser, Supervisor

Conservation District Supervisors, Absent
Ed Clyde, Supervisor

Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Daniel Gunnell, Resource Coordinator
Rachel Winder, Conservation Planner 
Logan Davis, Conservation Planner

Conservation District Staff:
Heidi Hortin, Clerk

NRCS
Jenny Jo Cox, NRCS - absent
Alisha Franco, NRCS

USU Extension
Wesley Crump-absent
Elizabeth Cohen-absent

County 
-



Others
Sandy Wingert, DWQ
Taylor Deppen, NRCS/DNR- absent
George Holmes 



CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
9:00 a.m. - Addsion Hicken, WCD Chair, calls the Wasatch Conservation District meeting, held September 9, 2026, to order. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES *
[bookmark: _heading=h.owmsafpjg4p8]Addison Hicken, WCD Chair, asks for motion to approve the updated September agenda as submitted. The motion was made by Edd Sabey, WCD supervisor, and 2nd motion was made by George Muir, WCD supervisor. The Board voted and approved the current agenda. Addison Hicken, WCD Chair, asks for motion to approve submitted July 2026 minutes. The motion was made by Edd Sabey, WCD supervisor, and the 2nd motion was made by George Muir, WCD supervisor.  The board voted and approved the July 2026 minutes. 

George Holmes, ARDL Emergency Disaster Relief Loan request for information
George Holmes requested board support for a low/no-interest drought relief loan through UDAF to purchase feed. Daniel Gunnell explained program terms: no interest for the first 2 years (3rd year if loan is secured); secured up to $300,000 (chattel/land); maximum loan amount $100,000; reimbursement-based - receipts must be submitted to the Ardmore office for payment. Process: applicant completes application, submits to Daniel Gunnell; an emergency conference call may be held for board approval; entire board must approve, then the Chairman signs. Application is quick (5–10 minutes); available online at UDAF under "Emergency Disaster Relief Loan" (ARDL). Daniel Gunnell previously emailed the application to George Holmes.
Logan Davis, UDAF Conservation Planner, update: Beef Technology Night: October 28 at Spanish Fork Rodeo Grounds; dinner plus speakers on agricultural drones and virtual collars. Irrigation Funding Pool: Logan Davis is drafting a new NRCS funding pool for irrigation improvements (hand lines, wheel lines, pivots, nozzles, etc.) for Wasatch County. Board confirmed strong needs in Daniels, Wallsburg, and throughout the county; Logan will continue writing the proposal.
Sandy Wingert, DWQ update: JSSD Expansion: Plant expanding from 1 MGD to 3.5 MGD (next phase), eventually up to 10 MGD (~15 years out). Discharges into Timpanogos/Wasatch Canals; phosphorus concentration limits unchanged, but flow will increase. Central Utah is scrutinizing discharge credits. JSSD will present preliminary permit details in October. Heber Valley Sewer: Discharges via land application, leaking lagoons, and groundwater injection (which eventually reaches Deer Creek via the aquifer). Cannot meet river discharge standards; salt (not phosphorus) is the issue for aquifer discharge. Midway Fish Hatchery has also been exceeding phosphorus limits. Deer Creek TMDL: DWQ plans to redo the ~20-year-old Deer Creek nutrient study, covering all drainage to Deer Creek (Wallsburg, Daniels, Heber Valley, Upper Provo, boundary at Jordanelle), including development stormwater.
Stormwater/MS4: Within ~6 months, DWQ will meet with Wasatch County and cities regarding development; the state may require MS4 designation (state-regulated stormwater), as done with Summit County/Park City. Compliance window of 5 years; board update is expected this winter. County Stormwater Plan: DWQ granted Wasatch County ~$100,000+ for a stormwater management plan; Barr Engineering hired; mapping outfalls/drainages, aiming for standardized local regulations. SWPPP: Construction sites must maintain Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans; board members may report visible sediment violations for immediate site investigation.
Slope Development/North Fields: DWQ audited the Slope development twice with no discrepancies found. Heber City oversees construction; audit/permit reports were provided to Rachel; Daniel to follow up if missing. Stormwater ultimately drains to the river and Deer Creek. Daniels Creek Gauge: USGS gauge near base of Daniels Canyon shows no flow for ~3 years except during major runoff events. Board explained natural supply issues, ponds/diversion arrangements, and CUP/Jordanelle pumping agreements; no regulatory changes identified - just natural water supply conditions.

ZONE UDAF REPORT
Rachel Winder, Conservation planner, update: Application for George Muir’s Wallsburg project (2+ post-assisted log structures, temporary low-tech structures). Because it raises ordinary water levels, a stream alteration permit, with $100 fee, is required. Addison Hicken, WCD chairman asks for motion to approve the stream alteration permit for George Muir Wallsburg project. Rachel Winder will pay for the permit with WCD reimbursement after receipt is submitted. The motion was made by Edd Sabey, WCD supervisor and 2nd motion was made by Allan Sulser. The board voted and approved the permit. George Muir, WCD supervisor abstained his vote. Also discussed is the Provo River Days PRWC, September 12, 2026, at Deer Creek State Park 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The board was encouraged to attend and to bring family to the event. 

Daniel Gunnell, UDAF Zone Coordinator, update: UDAF grant agreement received: $11,000 operations + $3,000 CIRA = $14,000 total. Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman asks for motion to accept UDAF FY27 grant agreement for $11,000 with $3,000 SERA. The motion was made by Allan Sulser, WCD Supervisor and 2nd motion was made by Edd Sabey, WCD Supervisor. The board voted and approved the grant agreement.   New strict reimbursement rules: quarterly deadlines (Q1 ends Sept 30 - submit by Oct 31; Q2 by Jan 31; Q3 by Apr 30; Q4 by Jun 30). Reimbursements go to Daniel first for review, not directly to Kathy. Requirements: Google Maps printouts for all mileage, meeting minutes with every reimbursement, itemized receipts, event agendas/invitations/attendance lists, recipes for raw food purchases. Excluded: UACD tickets, door prizes, gift cards. Advice: cater events where possible. UACD dues email distributed; UACD accomplishments list provided. Board remains opposed to Envirothon support due to poor management by USU. Also discussed was UACD yearly dues of $875.00. Addison Hicken, WCD chairman, asks for motion to pay UACD $875 for yearly dues. The motion was made by Edd Sabey, and 2nd motion was made by George Muir. The board voted and approved the payment. 

NRCS REPORT
Alisha Franco, NRCS update: NRCS FY2027 batching date expected mid-November; state website will post details mid-October. New DWR partner Farm Bill Biologist: Erin Lewis (started recently; onboarding). Jacob Henry was called to active duty; position will be held for his return.

      FINANCIAL REPORT*
[bookmark: _heading=h.nh9zw4xqizr9]Heidi Hortin, WCD clerk, update: Heidi Hortin provided the monthly QuickBooks financial report for the WCD board review. The checking account balance is $96,167.91 and the money market account balance is $53,216.90. All accounts were reconciled and match the bank statement. Next item discussed is the need for a second signer on the WCD checking account. No-till drill income expected this fall (recent $300 deposit identified as Kelvin Burgner); ARPA form still requires drill income to be reinvested in the drill. Heavy drill use expected in next two weeks (~500 acres).

MOTION TO ADJOURN
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]10:30 a.m. - Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman, asks for motion to adjourn the WCD meeting. The motion was made by Edd Sabey, WCD supervisor and 2nd motion was made by George Muir, WCD supervisor. The board voted and approved to adjourn the meeting. 
      UPCOMING EVENTS
· Beef Technology Night: October 28, Spanish Fork Rodeo Grounds (drones, virtual collars).
· Watershed Festival: Saturday - Coal River Watershed Council event at four locations.
· JSSD preliminary permit presentation: October (DWQ to facilitate board Q&A with Central Utah if requested).
· UACD Convention: November 11–12 (possibly 12–13), St. George.
· NRCS FY2027 batching: Mid-November; details posted mid-October.
· Next quarterly reimbursement due dates and ARUPA no-till drill form renewal noted for upcoming meetings.
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