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"The mission of the Utah Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs and Their Families (ICC) is to assure that each infant and young child with special needs will have the opportunity to achieve optimal health and development within the context of the family."
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MINUTES OF THE UTAH INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL (ICC) 

FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND THEIR FAMILIES

Utah Department of Health, Division of Community and Family Health Services

44 North Mario Capecchi Drive, Salt Lake City, Utah, Main Conference Rooms

January 27, 2010 // 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Attendance: Cheryl Alexander, Debbie Ballard, Paul Carbone, Eileen Chamberland, Tandi Cichoski, Jeff Dean, Joyce Dolcourt, Debbie Justice, Kimberly Morris, Connie Nink, Sue Olsen, Angie Pinna, Gina Pola-Money, Harper Randall, Patti Van Wagoner, Dina Weldon

Attended by Phone: Susan Fox
Excused: Carol Martinez, Sen. Stephen Urquhart

Absent: Louise Dunn, Jana Homer, Todd Houston, Kreig Kelley, Lynnette Rasmussen

BWEI/Health Department Staff: Marc Babitz, Brent Baum, Josiah Hawks, Catherine Hoelscher, Vanya Mabey, Lynne MacLeod, Susan Ord

Other Attendees:  Day Mullings, Lisa Rock

I. Welcome and Introductions – The meeting commenced at 12:05 pm and was conducted by Joyce Dolcourt. Members and guests introduced and welcomed.

II. Minutes – Read minutes from December 2, 2009.

a. Changes Suggested:

i. Section 7e:  Specifically include collaborating with the primary care physician as a condition of implementing systematic ASD screening through Baby Watch.
ii. Section 7c:  Clarify which motion was voted on.
b. Approval:  Minutes approved with above changes.
III. Public Comment Period
a. Student Loan Forgiveness:  Debbie Justice discussed the student loan forgiveness program, which forgives student loans for those who teach in underserved areas.  This program includes primary and secondary schools, but not early intervention.  She suggested that we contact Sen. Hatch and propose to include early intervention in the student loan forgiveness program. The ICC may want to include other state’s ICCs in this endeavor.  Referred to the CSPD/Service Delivery Committee to research what will need to be done.

b. Walk for Angels:  Tandi Cichoski handed out a pamphlet regarding a Walk for Angels sponsored by the United Angels Foundation, which provides support and networking for families of children with special needs or disabilities.  The walk will occur in May.  She encouraged the ICC board to promote the walk and the organization to parents and families.

IV. Annual Performance Report (APR) – Catherine Hoelscher presented the final draft for the FFY 2008-2009 APR.  OSEP has increased reporting requirements; the state must report each instance of noncompliance including reasons for indicators 1, 7, 8, and 9.  Significant discussions were held for Indicators 2, 5, and 6 during the December joint meeting of the ICC and EI providers.

a. Indicator # 2:  Percentage of Children Served in the Natural Environment 

i. A training in the fall stressed the importance of serving children and their families in the natural environments 

ii. The target may be revised in the new State Performance Plan (SPP) in 2012.  

iii. Participants discussed reasons for low natural environments setting data, and recommended that BWEIP conduct a survey among providers to determine the reasons that groups are held. 

iv. It was noted that staff are not coming to early intervention adequately trained.

v. It was suggested that IFSP training should be increased to a 2-day training.  

b. Indicators # 5-6:  Percentage of the 0-3 population served by BWEIP
i. A fragile infant training will be developed and implemented.

ii. It was suggested that we change eligibility regarding premature infants.  This would require a public comment period.

iii. It is critical that BWEIP percentage served does not continue to decline. Providers and state staff will work on the local level to increase referrals from the hard to reach populations and families that do not understand their potential eligibility and the benefits of EI. 

c. Approval:  A motion was made to approve the APR to be used as the ICC’s report to the Governor.  The motion was seconded and was passed.

V. Baby Watch Report (Susan Ord)

a. Financial Report:  Susan Ord introduced Dr. Marc Babitz, the Director of the Division of Family Health and Preparedness, to discuss the Baby Watch budget situation in relation to the activities of the Legislature.  Dr. Mark Babitz has served as a family physician, a member of the United States Public Health Service, and a professor at the University of Utah before coming to the State Health Department. 

i. The Governor asked the State departments to prepare for cuts of 3% in the 2010 budget, and present options for cutting 1%, 3%, or 5% for the 2011 budget.  However, the legislature decided to cut 4% from the 2010 budget, and proposed cuts of 5% for the 2011 budget.  They decided on an across-the-board cut rather than cutting different amounts from each State agency’s budget.  The Department of Health and Human Services has already voted on a budget cut for Baby Watch of $41,000 this year and $125,000 next year.  We were also cut $280,000 last year.  Although $41,000 sounds relatively small compared to the entire budget, any cut contributes to the gradual eroding of funds for the Baby Watch program.

ii. It was pointed out that Utah’s birth rate and in-migration continue to increase. The Baby Watch Program is not allowed to have a waiting list for services.

iii. Joyce Dolcourt will find out when public comment may be taken for the Health and Human Services Appropriations Committee. This will be an opportunity for parents to tell their stories. Through the Legislative Coalition for People With Disabilities (LCPD), Joyce will inform the state and other groups about the details for this hearing.

iv. Additional resource: The website to see information about legislative sessions, committees, etc is http://le.utah.gov/.

b. Staffing Report:  Debra Titmus, who worked with compliance, left Baby Watch in December.  Since the State has a hiring freeze, we are not able to replace her at this time. All Baby Watch staff will assist in the compliance duties and activities.  Also, because of budget cuts, all Baby Watch staff will be required to take a 10-hour furlough.  They will stagger their days off in order to best continue serving the public.

c. ARRA Report:  Baby Watch contractors have been allocated a total of $2 million dollars of ARRA funds. Susan reviewed a handout on the contractors’ use of ARRA funds. 

d. Autism Screening Project Report:  Baby Watch may contract with MaryAnn Hunter, the student who did the feasibility study, to continue exploring all facets of the use of an autism screener in early intervention. 

e. Baby Watch Report Booklet:  Baby Watch has produced an annual report – the first of its kind – in a booklet form.  The report was reviewed.  Baby Watch plans to produce a similar report annually. The report can be found at http://www.utahbabywatch.org/, limited printed copies are also available.

VI. Advocacy Committee Report (Gina Pola-Money):  The LCPD is sponsoring a reception for disabled people and members of the legislature. Early intervention parents are encouraged to attend and contact their own legislators about the event. Gina Pola-Money asked that if families go to legislative sessions, they use the public comment period to advocate.  Also, she asked the ICC members get as many parents of disabled children to fill out the family survey that was recently released.  She also asked providers to help families be proactive and not reactive.  Families don’t need to know budget numbers, but they are an important voice for the benefit of early intervention services for their children. For more advocacy information, see http://familyvoices.org/.

VII. Approval of Bylaws:  The changes to the bylaws were discussed at a previous meeting, and since then there have been no additional changes. The CSPD committee and the Service Delivery committee were not combined in the bylaws, but there is no restriction against them joining together for meetings.  Motion to approve new bylaws, motion was seconded and passed.

VIII. Membership:  The ICC needs 3 parent representatives and 1 provider representative to be in compliance with the committee bylaws.  Two parent representatives were proposed.  

a. Cali Kellywood has a child who is almost ready to transition into the school system.  She founded a nonprofit called Utah Kids Club. She won’t be able to attend a meeting until May, but she is very excited to join the ICC.  Motion to accept her as a parent representative was seconded and passed.

b. Ginger West has a 3-year-old son with Down Syndrome.  She has been a parent and family advocate, is involved in the Head Start program, and is excited to get parent advocacy working more strongly on the ICC.  Motion to accept her as a parent representative was seconded and passed.

IX. Next ICC meeting will be March 24, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.

X. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:40 p.m.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

____________________________________

      Debbie Justice, for the ICC Tri-Chair

MINUTES SUBMITTED BY:

____________________________________

  Josiah L Hawks, ICC State Contact
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