SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
October 15, 2026


Board Meeting 

The Murray City School Board met in a regular board meeting on October 15, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.  In attendance were Kelly Taeoalii, Jaren Cooper, Kami Anderson, Jennifer Covington, Superintendent, and Richard Reese, on behalf of Business Administrator Brian Ipson.  Elizabeth Payne was absent and Jill Weight listened remotely.  The meeting was held at the District office, located at 5102 South Commerce Drive, Murray, UT.


Pledge of Allegiance

The audience was led in the Pledge of Allegiance by students from McMillan Elementary School.


Consent Agenda

The consent agenda included Approval of Minutes – September 10 and 17, 2026 , claims, financial reports, and PS 456 Use of Sex-Designated Privacy Spaces – 2nd Reading.

[bookmark: _Hlk61602966]Jaren Cooper made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Elizabeth Payne seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.


Delegations

PTA – Ashley Dunkelberger, PTA President at McMillan Elementary School, spoke of the PTA’s activities at McMillan including the upcoming food drive and students shared their favorite things about the school.

MEA – Jessica DeMann, MEA Board, said that MEA has been appreciative of the opportunity to work with the District on bell schedules for the middle school model and they are grateful to have provided input on the potential Liberty Elementary school closing. 

MAA – No comments.  

MESPA – No comments.

Foundation – Doug Perry, MEA Director, said that the foundation had received a $30,000 grant for the robotics program at Murray High School.  He informed the Board that the Imagination Library Initiative (Dolly Parton Foundation) will roll out on January 19, 2027 and that the Angel Tree launch will be on November 13, 2026 at Fashion Place Mall.  

Patron Statements – One patron made a comment regarding the potential closing of Liberty Elementary and said that she found it difficult to find relevant information on the closure process and shared her concerns for the Title 1 students at the school.


Report of the Board

Kami Anderson – No comments.  

Elizabeth Payne – Absent.

Kelly Taeoalii – Ms. Taeoalii encouraged everyone to vote in the upcoming elections.  She also spoke on behalf of Board Member Weights in expressing the importance of every student and having appropriate communication with teachers.  Ms. Taeoalii also expressed gratitude with the new construction projects at Murray High and Riverview Junior High and the creation of great learning opportunities in those new facilities. 

Jill Weight – Absent.

Jaren Cooper – No comments.  


Report of the Staff

MCSD Comprehensive Prevention Plan

Sierra Marsh, Prevention Specialist, shared the Comprehensive Prevention Plan which includes three main goals; Attendance, Mental Health, and Vaping Prevention.
 
Bond Projects Update

Scott Taggart, Director of Support Services, shared updates on the three construction projects underway in the district.

Murray High School Addition – Interior finishes are being completed on all three floors.  Trees were removed and concrete and curb and gutter were replaced on the east side of the parking lot.  The air handling systems are currently being tested and balanced.

Riverview Junior High – The project is progressing in construction and is currently on schedule.  Ongoing current activities include the recent placement of the Commons staircase, connection of gas lines, and drying in the entire building within a month.

APEX Center at Murray High School – Foundations and footings have been poured and utilities have been connected and stubbed on the property. 
Elementary Beginning-Of-Year (BOY) Reading and Math Data
Becky Te’o, Director of Elementary Education, presented reports on the Acadience Reading and Math beginning of the year scores.  


Sex Education Committee Recommended Instructional Materials – 1st Reading

Bruce Eschler, Director of Secondary Education, shared the instructional materials to be used in Sex Education courses as a first reading. 


Positive Behavior Support Plans – 1st Reading

Darren Dean, Director of Personnel and Student Services, shared the positive behavior support plans created by each school with the Board as a first reading.


School Board Required Trainings: Open Meeting Law, School Finance and School Community Councils

Each school board member is required to complete annual training on Open Meeting Law, School Finance and School Community Councils.  Elizabeth Payne and Jill Weight were absent but attested via written statements that they had completed the required training.  

Richard Reese polled the remaining board members as to whether they had completed the training as follows:

Kami Anderson – Yes
Kelly Taeoalii – Yes
Jaren Cooper – Yes

Members of the Audit Committee are required to complete additional training and they were polled as follows:

Kelly Taeoalii – Yes
Jaren Cooper – Yes


Superintendent

TSSA Amendment – Grant Elementary

Superintendent Covington presented the TSSA amendment requested by Grant Elementary.  Jaren Cooper moved to approve the request and Kami Anderson seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.

School LAND Trust Amendment – Grant Elementary

Superintendent Covington presented the School LAND Trust amendment requested by Grant Elementary.  Kami Anderson moved to approve the request and Jaren Cooper seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.

The Board was polled at 5:56 p.m. and was unanimous in holding a closed session for personnel issues.


The Board meeting was adjourned at 6:16 p.m.



_________________________________            _______________________________________ Kelly Taeoalii – Board President             	      Business Administrator – Richard Reese for
                                                                              Brian Ipson    
