MURRAY CITY-SCHOOL COORDINATING COUNCIL 
MINUTES

The Murray City School Coordinating Council met at the Murray City School District Office on Wednesday, October 7, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

Council Members Present:

	Murray City
	School Board

	Pam Cotter 
	Kami Anderson - Chair 

	Adam Hock
Diane Turner
	Kelly Taeoalii
Jill Weight

	Clark Bullen 
Paul Pickett 

	Elizabeth Payne
Jaren Cooper


Excused:
   Mayor Brett Hales 
Others Present:
	
	

	Craig Burnett – Murray City Police Chief
Kim Sorenson – Murray City CAO
	Jennifer Covington – MCSD Superintendent
Brian Ipson – MCSD Business Admin

	Chad Wilkinson – Murray City Econ Dev.

	


Welcome – Approval of Minutes

Kami Anderson started the meeting and welcomed everyone to the Murray City School Community Council meeting.  Ms. Anderson asked for approval of the minutes from April 8, 2026.  Kelly Taeoalii moved to approve the minutes and Adam Hock seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Welcome New Staff & Retirement – Kami Anderson welcomed Brian Ipson as the newly appointed business administrator for Murray City School District and recognized Chief Craig Burnett, who has announced his retirement. He will be succeeded by Lieutenant Chase Smith.

Business Items

Community and Economic Development Report – Chad Wilkinson presenting.
· Mr. Wilkinson spoke about the Central Station area plan which will go to the city council in November for adoption. It centers around the UTA properties and pedestrian access. Details of this plan can be found on the planning commission webpage
· Four submittals have been received for the old city hall site and are currently being evaluated.
· Ore Sampling Mill CRA, which was set up a few years ago, is planning to trigger increment collection beginning next month. No current development plans.

Police Report – Chief Craig Burnett reporting.
· Chief Burnett introduced Chief Chase Smith, who was sworn in on October 6, 2026 and welcomed him.
· A group of teenagers who had stolen approximately 30 cars over the past few months were arrested. They are MCSD students. Also dealing with some vaping and other minor issues at Murray High. 
· Other than that, no major issues to report – it has been a quiet start to the school year.

Mayor’s Report – Kim Sorenson reporting on behalf of Mayor Brett Hales
· Mr. Sorenson reported that Mayor Hales was at a family appointment so he couldn’t make it.
· Reiterated that it’s a big deal to have a chief of police retiring, but is confident in Chase Smith and his abilities. Mayor Hales spent over a month interviewing candidates and making that decision. He will be officially sworn in on October 26th.
· Valley Center Park has had some issues with high school students hanging out during school hours and they’ve appreciated the increased police presence and the parks department has made some changes to the way they maintain it.

School District Report – Superintendent Covington reporting.
· Ms. Covington reiterated that the beginning of the school year has felt very seamless and normal. 
· Reported that the board is still going through the process related to the closure of Liberty Elementary, with two additional opportunities for public comment. The final vote will occur at the December 10th board meeting. Questions have come in regarding plans for the building and how this will impact property values and these questions are being addressed as answers are available. If Liberty closes, there will be 3 elementaries on the east side and 3 on the west side, with one middle school on each side.
· With the reconfigurations, 21 students will be required to cross State Street. Planning to work with Murray City to ensure this happens safely.
· Ms. Covington reported that the addition to Murray High is 90% complete, but it will not open until the 2026-27 year (except administration possibly moving in March 2027). Riverview Middle construction is proceeding but is on a very tight timeline to open for the 2026-27 year. Finally, APEX Center construction at Murray High is beginning and is planned for completion for the 2026-27 school year.

Other Business Items – Discussion occurred about a Ninja Course that’s planned for teenagers. It will be across the street from the Park Center and is an area very well seen from the roads.  

Ms. Anderson said the next meeting will be held on January 20, 2027 at 5:00 p.m. at Murray City Hall. She then adjourned the meeting at 5:25 p.m.


Brian Ipson
MCSD Business Administrator
