
Tooele City Council and
Tooele City Redevelopment Agency of Tooele City, Utah
Work Session Meeting Minutes

Date:  
Wednesday, March 18, 2015
Time:  
5:00 p.m.

Place:  
Tooele City Hall, Large Conference Room

90 North Main St., Tooele, UT

City Council Members Present:

Brad Pratt, Chair

Dave McCall
Scott Wardle

Debbie Winn

Steve Pruden

City Employees Present:

Mayor Patrick Dunlavy

Roger Baker, City Attorney

Glenn Caldwell, Finance Director

Jim Bolser, Community Development and Public Works Director
Paul Hansen, City Engineer

Michelle Pitt, City Recorder
Randy Sant, Director of Economic Development 
Rachelle Custer, City Planner
Minutes prepared by Michelle Pitt

1.  Open Meeting
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Brad Pratt, Present

Dave McCall, Present
Debbie Winn, Present 
Scott Wardle, Present 
Steve Pruden, Present
3. Discussion:

· Water Rights Policy:  Fee-In-Lieu
Presented by Roger Baker

Mr. Baker stated that these two policies are implementation of the water rights ordinance that was approved by Council two weeks ago.  One policy is an update of the fee in lieu of water rights conveyance policy, allowing a fee to be paid instead of providing water rights.  The other policy defines the de minimus value.  In 2008 the Council approved a policy that put certain allowances in place, but they were only enforceable during that  time period.  The 2008 policy stated that single water users could purchase 20 acre-feet of water credit, with a maximum for all users of 50 acre-feet in one year.  The 2008 policy set the price at $15,000 per credit.  Staff requested guidance from the Council in three areas:  1)the number of acre-feet an individual can purchase; 2)the number of acre-feet that can be sold in a year; and 3)the amount to charge per credit.
Mr. Baker stated that this water is a commodity uniquely available through Tooele City.  The water rights have been approved by the State Engineer.  If someone were to go through the State Engineer process, it would be at a substantial cost and delay.  People don't have to buy from the City, they could buy from the market, but if they purchase from the City, it's simpler for them.  Mr. Baker explained that credits would be available on a first-come first-served basis. 

Councilman Wardle asked if the number of water rights the City has was limited.  Mr. Baker answered that the number is always changing.  Mr. Sant stated that the City has never pursued businesses that were large water users.  Mr. Baker said that this policy is premised on whether the water rights are available.  

The City Council indicated that they would like the policy to stay as it is.

· Water Rights Policy:  De Minimus
Presented by Roger Baker
Mr. Baker stated that this policy defines anything up to 0.1 acre-feet as de minimus.  If use increased the water usage up to that amount, it would be de minimus, and not require the user to pay or get water rights.  The policy also gives the Community Development Director the authority to implement and enforce the policy.  Every year the Council would get a report explaining the exemptions to the water rights requirement. 

Mr. Baker stated he will add a signature block to these policies so that they are official policies.  He will formally bring these policies to the Council at the April 1st City Council meeting.  Even though this is a legislative policy, it is establishing a policy that is a necessary attachment to an Ordinance.

· Resolution 2015-14 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Awarding the Public Defender Contract to Linares Law Office and Richard Tanner
Presented by Roger Baker
Mr. Baker stated that he has made an offer to Derrick Larsen as an assistant City attorney.  Mr. Larsen has been doing public defense work, under a contract with the City.  When Mr. Larsen begins work at the City at the end of this month, he will have to abandon his portion of the public defender contract.  Mr. Baker explained that he reached out to other attorneys to begin the public defender contract, and would like to award it to Jacob Linares and Richard Tanner.  The amount of the contract hasn't been raised for 8 years, so the City is suggesting the amount be increased by this Resolution.  Mr. Baker stated that his office sees 1800 to 2000 criminal cases per year and has seen about at 500 per year case increase since the public defender contract with Mr. Linares was entered in 2008.  

· Ordinance 2015-11 An Ordinance of Tooele City Amending Tooele City Code Section 1-28-1 Regarding Administrative Hearing Officers
Presented by Roger Baker
Mr. Baker said that one of the newest chapters in City code needs to be amended.  Mr. Baker went on to say that as the City gains experience working with new City codes, they find things that weren't thought of before.  This chapter limits the City to only one administrative hearing officer.  There may be times when it is necessary to retain more than one administrative hearing officer, such as a conflict of interest.  This change would allow the Mayor to appoint one or more administrative hearing officers.     

· Ordinance 2015-07 An Ordinance of Tooele City Amending Certain Sections of Chapters 4-8, 4-11, 4-17, and 7-19 of the Tooele City Code Relating to Road and Street Construction Standards
Presented by Jim Bolser
Mr. Bolser stated that this was the same ordinance that the Council saw for discussion a couple of meetings ago.  He explained that it hadn't changed since then.  This Ordinance went to the Planning Commission and was forwarded without any suggested changes.  Mr. Bolser wanted to give the Council another opportunity to ask questions.  There were no questions asked.
· Resolution 2015-15 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Amending the Tooele City Fee Schedule
Presented by Jim Bolser
Mr. Bolser explained that with a few recent Ordinance adoptions, language had been modified to remove fee amounts in the Ordinances themselves, and to place them in the fee schedule.  This Resolution is intended to place those fees in the fee schedule.  The recommended fees will bring them closer in line to what they actually cost the city to administer, but still fall a little short.  Councilman Pruden stated that the fees looked fair.

· Construction Noise on Main Street

Presented by Jim Bolser

Mr. Bolser passed out a document, which he explained was in draft form.  The document was an Ordinance approving a temporary cessation of noise regulations and allowable work hour limitations for UDOT to work on the SR-36 reconstruction project.  Mr. Bolser stated that UDOT is petitioning the County Health Department for a noise exception, which the City has submitted a letter of support, and asked the Council if they would support a similar Ordinance so that UDOT and construction companies could work additional hours to get the project done quickly.  Councilman Pruden felt that anything that would help expedite the project was worth supporting.  Mr. Bolser stated that he would make some changes to this draft and prepare it for a future meeting. Councilwoman Winn asked if businesses would be allowed to display signs during the construction.  Mr. Bolser answered that he can also prepare an Ordinance outlining that they would be allowed additional signage, on a temporary basis while the construction was in front of their business.
4. Legislative Update

Presented by Randy Sant

Mr. Sant stated that in this session there were 758 bills that were introduced this year, which was down about 29 from last year.  
Mr. Sant highlighted the following bills:

HB25, water bill, passed.

Business license bill, which regulated home occupations, failed.  
Sales taxes on vehicles, to apply the tax to the place the person lives, not where it was purchased, failed.

Appellate bond bill passed.  (Senator Bramble sponsored it in the Senate.)  

Building code bills, which would stop the City from updating local business codes, failed.

Increase the cost of cell phones by $0.70, which would have gone to dispatch equipment and towards police and fire department radios, failed.  

Regulate e-cigarettes so that they need a state license to sell or distribute and imposes a penalty if they don't.  It also give the health department the authority to establish what an e-cigarette is, the amount of nicotine, passed.
Body cameras, would have to maintain records, failed.

SB 82 regarding forcible entry, passed.

GRAMA bill stating that cities still have local appeal authority.  

Bill 151 regarding firemen retirement passed. 

HB288 surviving spouses, passed.

Bill 362 passed, regarding an additional tax for gasoline to be used for transportation costs.

TATC didn't receive funding.  

Mr. Sant stated that he doesn't feel the prison will be moved to Tooele.  The site at 7200 West looks like the best possible site.  Salt Lake City would receive a tax increase if they accept the prison in their jurisdiction, and because of their size, Salt Lake would benefit most.  

5. Council Reports

Councilman Wardle reported that USU's new building is moving along.  They have broadened their campaign for contributions. A group will tour the science building tomorrow.  Councilman Wardle stated that Council of Governments hasn't met.

Councilman Pruden reported that there had been a change in the arts council board: Michelle and Terra are no longer members.  Tooele City employee, Megan Garcia, is the new secretary/treasurer.  Councilman Pruden handed out a Fridays on Vine schedule.   

Councilwoman Winn reported that she will meet tomorrow with the North Tooele City Special Service District (NTSSD).  In their February meeting, they asked who would be responsible to landscape between 400 West, between the road and fence line.  They don't believe water lines were put in there, so there’s no way to water it.  The NTSSD is still concerned, and is working with Mike Jensen, to see how the settlement will impact them, and how it will affect their revenues.  Communities that Care will meet next week.  

Councilman McCall stated that he is still waiting on Bucky Whitehouse for the emergency management board, and that the library board hasn't meet either.  Councilwoman Winn stated that some of the library employees have been going to the Sr. Center to teach free computer classes.   The seniors love the employees and love the classes.  There is a long waiting list for these classes. 

Chairman Pratt stated that Council of Governments (COG) has not met.  COG has a meeting scheduled for tomorrow night, but neither Chairman Pratt nor Councilman Wardle can attend.  Mr. Sant stated that the agenda showed a person coming from the Wasatch Front to discuss economic development.  Chairman Pratt stated that at the last Council on Aging meeting there was not enough people in attendance to hold the meeting, so it was cancelled.  

6. Close Meeting to Discuss Property Acquisition and Litigation
Councilman Pruden moved to close the meeting to discuss property acquisition and litigation.  Councilman Wardle seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman Wardle, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Chairman Pratt, “Aye”.  The meeting closed at 6:12 p.m.

Those in attendance during the closed session were:  Glenn Caldwell, Roger Baker, Jim Bolser, Mayor Patrick Dunlavy, Michelle Pitt, Randy Sant, Paul Hansen, Councilman Pruden, Councilman Wardle, Councilwoman Winn, Councilman McCall, and Chairman Pratt.  
No minutes were taken on these items.
7.  Adjourn
Councilman Pruden moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilwoman Winn seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.
Approved this 1st day of April, 2015
___________________________________________________ 

Brad Pratt, Tooele City Council Chair
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