
 
Youth Engagement Pre-Scoring Meeting Agenda 
October 5th, 2026 
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM MST 
Virtual Meeting 
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/csn-qphg-pux 
Or dial: (US) +1 732-800-6201 PIN: 293 043 612# 
More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/csn-qphg-pux?pin=7958336481965 
 
 
Attendees: 
 

Youth Engagement Scoring Subcommittee Members: 
Name Representing Email 
Ashley Brown Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation abrown2@utah.gov 

Emily Stembridge Kurt Stembridge Consulting emilystembridge@gmail.com 

Evan Beitsch Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation ebeitsch@utah.gov  

Jim Sibthorp 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism - 
University of Utah Jim.Sibthorp@health.utah.edu 

Joseph Kozlowski 
Utah State University - Edith Bowen 
Laboratory School joseph.kozlowski@usu.edu 

Karen Bell Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation karenbell@utah.gov 

Kellie Yates STEM Utah kellieyates@utah.gov 

Kelsey Nelson South Jordan knelson@sjc.utah.gov 

Michelle Berg 
Utah State Board of Education - 
Science michelle.Berg@schools.utah.gov 

Michelle Evans Utah Office of Tourism michelleevans@utah.gov 

Mikenna Debruin Wasatch Adaptive Sports grants@wasatchadaptivesports.org 

Ryan Baldwin 
Intermountain Foundation at 
Primary Children's Hospital ryan.baldwin@imail.org 

Sheri Lamb Davis School District slamb@dsdmail.net 

Teri Davis 
Utah State Board of Education - 
Physical Education teri.davis@schools.utah.gov 

Division of Outdoor Recreation: 
Name Title Email 
Rebekah Rawlings Youth Engagement Grant Analyst rebekahrawlings@utah.gov 

Tara Mckee 
Deputy Director of Grants and Youth 
Engagement tmckee@utah.gov 

Caroline Weiler Chief Compliance Officer cweiler@utah.gov 

https://meet.google.com/csn-qphg-pux


 
 

Agenda 
-​ Welcome and Introductions 

 
-​ Review of Committee Duties 

-​ The Youth Engagement Subcommittee will review, discuss, and vote on the 
project applications that seek funding from the grant programs. 

-​ UORIAC will make final decision 
 

-​ Overview of this year’s grant opportunities  
-​ UCORE 
-​ UCORE Educator 
-​ Nature-Based Learning Infrastructure 

 
-​ Application Stats and Request Total 

-​ 124 applications received, 119 applications qualified for review 
-​ $1,536,186.02  

 
All the projects that have made it to this point are eligible; however, you will find that some are 
stronger than others. This year, we’ve seen a LOT of solid options - some clearly not as well 
thought out, some exemplary, but a lot of just awesome solid programs. This will be your job to 
decide! Pay attention to this as you go through - we don’t have set guidelines on number of kids, 
or number of hours outside that a program must have in order to fund - but we do have our 
overall guiding principles, and the legislation that created these programs, which can provide 
guidance.  
 

-​ Goals of the program 
-​ Refer to legislation for guidance 
-​ Legislation can be found in evaluator handbook 

 
-​ Scoring and Evaluation Process 

-​ Refer to the evaluator handbook for detailed information on how to score your 
assigned grants. 

-​ Salesforce Portal Tutorial 
-​ Add a 1 for the score section for evaluator  
-​ The section scores are not marked as required, just make sure you write 1-5  

-​ Spreadsheet & folders in Drive 
-​ Might opt to save comments in a different documents - can copy from 

spreadsheet 
-​ Once submitted, can’t edit submission - contact Caroline Weiler 

 
-​ Tips and Tricks 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VTZOQr3GuGdzNGYopFQr9vGw3DEACbAm/edit


-​ Strategic Thinking  
-​ Larger project budgets 
-​ First time applicants 
-​ Repeat customers 
-​ Quality over quantity or vice versa  

-​ New things to watch for this year 
-​ EKO (Karen) 

 
-​ Please complete evaluations by October 23rd, 2026. 

 
 

-​ Scoring meeting to take place in person on November 5th from 9:00am - 4:30pm 
MST at the Whitmore Library Branch (2197 Fort Union Blvd, Cottonwood Heights, 
UT 84121) 

-​ If we review each application, we’ll be able to talk about each for about 2.5 min - 
please arrive on time! 

-​ Note evaluator 1 - pay extra attention to these ones, as you will be asked to give 
a brief overview of these applications during the scoring meeting 

-​ Follow Robert’s rules, Chair Beitsch, time for public comment 
-​ Note that all proceedings during this meeting are part of public record and are 

subject to GRAMA requests 
-​ Breakfast and lunch provided 

 
-​  

 
-​ After today, Rebekah will be out of town and unavailable until October 20th. Caroline has 

agreed to be your point of contact during this period. Reach out to her for any questions, 
issues with the evaluator portal, or to update already submitted evaluations, at 
cweiler@utah.gov. 

 
-​ Questions? 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/xyETQEgcymNdkxQq9

	Agenda 

