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BRIGHTON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, September 8th, 2026, at 6:30 pm 

*Approved at the Brighton Town Council Meeting on October 13th, 2026 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Council: Scotty John (Mayor and meeting chair) 
Council Members: Keith Zuspan, Lise Brunhart, Jeff Bossard, Carolyn Keigley 
Staff: Polly McLean, Cameron Platt, Nate Rockwood, Jane Martain, Kara John, Laura Bossard, 
Heinrich Deters 
Partners: UPD- Anna Walker and Tyler Ackerman, UFA- Craig Ellingson, Dusty Dern, Brighton 
Resort- Mike Doyle, Solitude Resort- Scott Leigh, BCCA- Barbara Cameron, MSD – Daniel 
Hoffman, Curtis Woodward 
Public: Wendy Smith, Chad Smith Brian Reynolds, Michael Miller, Mark Brinton, Angus 
Robertson 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM. Due to a technology glitch interfering with the 
audio for virtual attendees, the meeting was paused while the computers were restarted. The 
meeting was called to order again at 6:53PM.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Revel Marathon is this Saturday. Expect travel delays from 6AM to Noon and plan 
accordingly.  
 

 
PUBLIC INPUT. RECORDING 0:1:00. 

1) Shane Manwaring, Republican Candidate for Salt Lake County Sheriff 
Shane Manwaring introduced himself as a candidate for Salt Lake County Sheriff. A 
Bluffdale resident and retired Utah National Guard colonel, Manwaring said he served 
more than 30 years in the military, including deployments and leadership assignments. 
He noted that he commanded a unit of approximately 2,995 personnel in Afghanistan 
from 2019–2020 and managed a $300M budget during that assignment. He stated that, 
if elected Sheriff, his goal is to be a strong partner to the communities throughout the 
Salt Lake Valley, including Brighton. 
Manwaring identified several priorities for the Sheriff's Office. He expressed concern 
that Unified Police Department officers assigned to Brighton can spend significant 
amounts of time transporting individuals to the Salt Lake County Jail and completing the 
booking process, taking officers away from their communities for extended periods. He 
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said officers assigned to Brighton should be able to remain in the community and focus 
on public safety. 
Manwaring also discussed his concerns regarding the Salt Lake County Jail, stating that 
he believes incarceration should focus on changing behavior and helping people recover 
rather than simply punishing them. He referenced a legislative audit released December 
5, 2025, which he said reported that approximately 100,000 people had been released 
from the jail since 2007 due to overcrowding. He described a cycle in which individuals 
arrested for drug possession may be released within hours because of overcrowding, 
potentially experiencing withdrawal symptoms without access to appropriate treatment 
and subsequently returning to drug use and criminal activity. He said his top priority as 
Sheriff would be to address jail capacity and treatment issues, so individuals have an 
opportunity to receive help and change their behavior. 
Manwaring encouraged residents to learn more about his campaign through social 
media under “Shane 4 Sheriff.” He thanked the Council for the opportunity to introduce 
himself. 
 

2) Kent Davis, Republican Candidate for Salt Lake County District Attorney 
Kent Davis introduced himself, a Cottonwood Heights resident since 2017, Davis said he 
attended the meeting because he wanted to listen to the communities and understand 
their needs, regardless of the outcome of the November election. He noted that he is an 
Army veteran who deployed twice and subsequently attended law school. His legal 
career included clerking for a federal judge and working for the U.S. Department of 
Justice through its Attorney General’s Honors Program. He later worked in the Salt Lake 
County District Attorney’s Office under current District Attorney Sim Gill from 2017 to 
2021. Davis said he remains on good terms with Gill and supports having competition in 
elections. 
Davis stated that he currently serves as corporate counsel and director of cybersecurity 
for Woodbury Corporation. He said he decided to run for District Attorney shortly 
before the filing deadline and was committed to conducting the campaign in a 
principled manner. 
Davis said he had met with Chief Ackerman previously and wanted to continue that 
relationship to better understand what Brighton needs from the next District Attorney, 
whether it is prosecution of DUIs on roads without a shoulder or timely communication 
regarding criminal activity. Municipalities should not have to wait for a press conference 
to learn what is happening with crime affecting the community. He encouraged 
residents and Council members to contact him with their concerns and offered to 
attend council meetings or to meet individually with the Mayor or Council members. He 
has a website and social media with more information.  
 

3) Mark Brinton commented on the proposed ordinance adopting the Wildland-Urban 

Interface (WUI) Code. He expressed concern with language in Section 9.90.025(B) that 

would adopt the International Wildland-Urban Interface Code, 2024 edition, published 

by the International Code Council, “together with any future amendments thereto.” 
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Brinton said this language could automatically incorporate future amendments made by 

the International Code Council, including amendments that had not been reviewed or 

adopted by the State of Utah or the Town.  

Brinton referenced Utah Code Section 65A-8-203 and legislation adopted in 2025 and 

2026 concerning the State's adoption of the WUI Code. He explained that the State 

adopted the 2024 International Wildland-Urban Interface Code with specified 

amendments and provides for alternatives or amendments approved by the Utah 

Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands. He noted that the State's version therefore 

does not automatically incorporate future changes made by the International Code 

Council. 

Brinton recommended that the Town revise the proposed ordinance to reference the 

2024 International Wildland-Urban Interface Code as adopted by the State of Utah, 

with alternatives or amendments approved by the Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and 

State Lands, rather than adopting the code together with any future International Code 

Council amendments. This would keep the Town's ordinance aligned with the State's 

adopted code and avoid automatically incorporating future changes that had not been 

reviewed or approved by the appropriate State authority. 

 

4) Chad Smith commented on agenda items concerning the proposed real estate purchase 

and the Town’s fiber project. 

Regarding the real estate purchase, Smith said he did not have enough information 

about the specific property or the current value of the Silver Fork Pipeline water shares 

to take a position for or against the purchase. He said he supports the Town’s approach 

of inviting property owners to submit requests for proposals when they believe their 

property may have value to the Town, and he supports acquisitions when they serve a 

clear Town purpose. 

Smith suggested that, if the primary value of the proposed purchase is the associated 

water share, the Town should consider reviewing comparable sales or recent 

transactions to determine whether the proposed value is reasonable. He also 

questioned whether acquiring property primarily for a water share would be an 

appropriate municipal function. If the land is part of the value of the acquisition, he 

wondered how many other undevelopable lots along Church Road, and what this 

purchase communicates to those landowners. He asked what activities or uses are 

legally or practically possible on an undevelopable lot and expressed concern that a 

Town purchase could establish or increase perceived property values for similar 

properties that otherwise may have limited market value. 

Regarding the fiber project, Smith said he supports the Town’s vision of installing and 

owning its own fiber infrastructure rather than having residents tied to a single provider. 

He acknowledged the challenges involved and said he looked forward to hearing an 

update on the project. He asked the Council to provide information about the 
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anticipated timeline for fiber availability and the options residents may have, noting that 

he would need to communicate the information to members of his HOA.  

 
 

MINUTES. RECORDING 0:19:26. 
Lise Brunhart moved to approve the minutes for the Town Council Meeting on August 11th, 
2026, and Jeff Bossard seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
 
UPD (Unified Police Department) RECORDING 0:19:48. 
Dispatch 801-840-4000 
Property checks 385-468-9920 
Detective Anna Walker reported on Unified Police Department activity in Brighton during 
August 2026. There were 174 calls for service, including one residential burglary, three vehicle 
burglaries at trailheads, and 16 reports involving suspicious persons or incidents. Officers 
documented 24 watershed violations and conducted 57 traffic stops. 
Walker said speeding was the primary offense observed during traffic stops, along with other 
violations. She noted that several individuals stopped for speeding were Brighton residents. She 
explained that UPD has been focusing on speeding and reckless driving at the request of the 
Town Council and Brighton residents. Walker encouraged residents to remind their friends and 
neighbors to slow down, noting that officers do not want to penalize local residents but are 
responsible for enforcing the traffic issues the community has identified as priorities. 
Walker also reported that officers issued 82 parking tickets, with the primary problem areas 
continuing to be Guardsman Pass and Cardiff. 
Council noted that street racing continues to bring complaints due to the noise. Walker 
recommended referring these complaints to UPD so they can send officers to the area when it 
happens. They’ve noticed social media pages where car meet ups are planned so they can be 
proactive and dissuade the issue before it becomes obnoxious.  
 
Scotty and Chief Ackerman will work together to encourage UDOT to add No Parking signage 
along the Guardsman Pass Road since that area continually has a large amount of parking 
tickets.  
 
Chief Ackerman reported on the upcoming Revel marathon. There will be a one-hour full 
closure from 6AM to 7AM. This is because of the congestion at the Mill D/Cardiff Area which is 
the half marathon start line and staging area. Once runners begin to spread out, one lane will 
open to allow pilot cars to alternate shuttling traffic up and down the canyon.  
As of last week, 2,340 signed up for the half and about 1,384 for the full marathon. Combined 
at roughly 3,700 people, this is 1,500 fewer than last year and may be due to the event no 
longer being a qualifier for the Boston marathon. Fewer runners will help the road congestion. 
Additionally, extra officers were hired this year to meter the S curve and Split Rock areas. 
Emergency calls involving fire or police take precedent over the race. For any one-off exigent 
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circumstances, council members can call Sergeant Twohill on behalf of residents to make 
necessary accommodations.  
 
 
UFA (Unified Fire Authority) RECORDING 0:32:08.  
Chief Craig Ellingson reported that warm weather was continuing to bring the typical seasonal 
activity in the canyon, including hikers and bicyclists experiencing injuries while recreating and 
several vehicle accidents. UFA also continued to respond to reports of smoke in campgrounds, 
checking to ensure that fires were permitted and being managed safely under the current fire 
restrictions. Residents were encouraged to call when they had concerns so that UFA could 
verify that conditions were safe, and restrictions were being followed. Ellingson reported no 
significant incidents beyond these routine activities. 
Ellingson also provided an update on the status of statewide fire restrictions. He said 
information available through UtahFireInfo.gov appeared to have been updated, and the Stage 
2 restriction order had been removed from the website. The interactive map had also changed 
and appeared to show that some areas may have been moved out of Stage 2 restrictions; 
however, no formal announcement had been made confirming the changes. Ellingson said he 
contacted the Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands for clarification but was directed 
back to the UtahFireInfo.gov website. Because the website had not yet been updated with 
definitive information, he was unable to provide the Council with a confirmed status of the 
statewide restrictions. 
 
Scotty will follow up with the fire marshal offline to rescind the Stage 2 restrictions at the 
appropriate time.  
 
 
SKI RESORTS. RECORDING 0:35:54.  
Solitude  
Scott Leigh, Vice President of Recreation Services at Solitude Mountain Resort, provided an 
update on behalf of Amber. As the fall season approaches, resort preparations for winter are 
well underway. The resort had nearly completed a major snowmaking project, including 
resealing the stilling pond and installing 16 new snow guns throughout the main areas of the 
resort, from Apex through Link and toward Roundhouse. 
Leigh reported that Solitude had moved to a three-day-per-week operating schedule of Friday 
through Sunday, continuing through October 4. Regular summer programming, including 
Saturday yoga, Sunday music, and three remaining wine-pairing dinners, would continue during 
the month. The resort's Solitude Bike Whip-Off was also scheduled for later in September. 
Leigh invited the community to attend the State of Solitude on September 25, where the resort 
would provide a broader update on its operations and plans. He also announced several 
revegetation projects being conducted in partnership with the Cottonwood Canyons 
Foundation on September 19, 24, 25, and 26. Members of the public were invited to participate 
in the projects at various locations around the mountain. Leigh concluded by expressing 
enthusiasm for the upcoming fall and winter seasons. 
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Brighton Resort 
Mike Doyle reported that mountain biking at Brighton Resort continues weekends, Friday 
through Sunday. Friday operations extend into the evening, although the earlier sunset will 
shorten the available operating hours; the resort would continue mountain biking as late as 
conditions and daylight allow. Not Oktoberfest will also continue Saturdays and Sundays 
through October 12, weather permitting. 
Doyle reminded residents that the deadline to purchase Brighton Resort season passes at the 
current price is September 11, after which prices will increase to the regular rate. 
Doyle provided an update on the addition to the resort's maintenance building. Foundation 
walls had recently been poured, with work underway to strip the forms and begin block 
construction. The goal is to have the building sufficiently advanced by winter to allow 
construction to continue during the ski season. Once completed, the maintenance team will 
move into the new facility, allowing UDOT to remove the existing maintenance building and 
begin its planned work according to the schedule. 
Doyle also reported that Brighton had completed the final mountain bike trail in Phase One. 
The new trail provides an expert-level option, completing a range of trails from beginner 
through expert. The new trail had been well received, and that mountain biking participation 
continues to grow. Doyle concluded by expressing hope for several more weeks of favorable fall 
weather and operations. 
 
 
BUSINESS  

a. MSD Quarterly Financial Report, Presented by Daniel Hoffman. Informational. 
RECORDING 0:40:45.  

Daniel Hoffman presented the MSD administrative budget financial report for the fourth 
quarter of Fiscal Year 2026, which ended June 30, 2026. He clarified that his report covered the 
MSD administrative budget and did not include the Town’s other fund. 
 
Hoffman explained that Brighton operates on a July 1–June 30 fiscal year and that the books for 
the fiscal year are being closed, including year-end adjustments. He noted that sales tax 
revenue is subject to an approximately two-month delay between the time taxes are collected 
during a transaction to when the Town receives the funds from the State Tax Commission. As a 
result, the Town had only recently received and posted the June sales tax revenue needed to 
complete the fiscal-year reporting. 
 
Hoffman reviewed the sources of revenue used for roads and other capital projects within 
Brighton. Approximately 64% of the revenue comes from sales tax, with additional funding from 
B and C road funds, county transit tax, and SB 136 funds. Together, these sources accounted for 
approximately 75–80% of the revenue. Other revenues included licenses and permits and 
parking fees. Total revenue collected for the fiscal year was approximately $1.135M. Hoffman 
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noted that the prior year’s snowfall was lower than usual, which contributed to lower-than-
expected tax collections. 
 
Hoffman then reviewed administrative expenses, excluding capital project expenditures. Major 
expenses included wages, legal services, the water metering program, professional services, 
and contributions to programs and services. Examples of professional services are the Planning 
Commission, Town Manager, lobbyist, consulting services, and On Solve. He stated that invoices 
from specific contractors could be provided to the council upon request. 

While reviewing the revenue and expense charts ahead of the meeting, Hoffman identified an 
issue in which the MSD administrative budget had not been reconciled with the Town budget 
adopted approximately a year and a half earlier. He said this discrepancy should have been 
resolved at that time and affects the accuracy of the revenue and expense amounts presented 
in the charts. Hoffman asked the council to disregard the charts until the issue is resolved. He 
will work with Nate, Keith, and Marla and consult with the Town’s auditors to determine the 
appropriate resolution and reconcile the budgets. He said he would return to the Council next 
month with an update and expected to also provide a report on the first quarter of Fiscal Year 
2027. 

Polly McLean questioned whether there is a Capital Fund Budget that shows where 
approximately $300,000 went since the report shows our expenses were $818,000 and 
revenues were $1.135M. Daniel explained that in Brighton’s contract with the MSD, certain 
kinds of taxes are given to the MSD to help with roads, bridges, and other capital projects. The 
MSD creates an admin budget with the cities and towns, and then the MSD gives funds back to 
the Town of Brighton to fund the admin budget. 

Per Carolyn’s question, Nate clarified that sales tax paid for online purchases is given to the 
jurisdiction where the package is shipped. Since the tax depends on the point of delivery, there 
was extra emphasis on the need for package sheds in Brighton.  

 
b. Consideration of amending Section 9.90.025 of the Brighton Municipal Code to adopt 

the 2024 Edition of the International Wildland Urban Interface Code in accordance 
with H.B. 41 of the 2026 General Legislative Session of the State of 
Utah. Planner: Curtis Woodward. For discussion and possible action. RECORDING 
0:52:31. 

Polly McLean clarified that this amendment was recommended by the Planning Commission, 
however, the edits she made were inadvertently not included in the version shared in the 
packet. A screenshare showed the correct version and included the word choice presented in 
the public comment from Mark Brinton.  
Polly explained that we are now accurately considering adopting the 2024 version, and any 
successor code as adopted by the state of Utah. This will be effective January 1, 2027, which is 
when the state is adopting it. Appendices are not included because we hadn’t adopted them 
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previously, and they weren’t presented to the Planning Commission. Polly reached out to our 
Fire Marshall, Dave Bradley, and Mike Swinsick, but the appendices would be an overload of 
information and not needed at this time. It can be added later.  
 
Jeff Bossard moved to adopt Ordinance 2026-O-9-1, which amends section 9.90.025 of the 
Brighton Municipal Code to replace the 2006 Utah Wild Land Urban Interface Code with the 
2024 International Wildland Urban Interface code to comply with House Bill 41. Lise Brunhart 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
Jeff Bossard: Aye: 
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
 
 

c. Consider Approval of a Real Estate Purchase Contract for Land at 11453 E. Church 
Road for $170,000. Presented by Heinrich Deters. For discussion and possible action. 
RECORDING 0:57:47.  

Heinrich Deters presented the proposed acquisition of property located at 11453 Church Road. 
He reported that the Town had entered a purchase contract on August 14, 2026, for a 
negotiated purchase price of $170,000, compared with the property’s original listing price of 
approximately $200,000. The property includes Silver Fork Pipeline Company water share No. 
979. Deters recommended that the Town proceed with the purchase. 
 
Deters described the property as being located on the downhill side of Church Road and noted 
that he and Polly had conducted a site visit. The property has a steep slope along the downhill 
side. The due-diligence period extended through September 10, and the contract required 
approval at a public meeting and closing no later than September 11. Heinrich and Polly 
reviewed the title commitment provided by Cottonwood Title and had identified no concerns. 
The commitment included a waterline easement along Church Road, which he described as 
straightforward. He also confirmed with the Silver Fork Pipeline Company that the water share 
was valid and transferable within the Silver Fork district. 
 
The property was being sold “as is”, with no representation that it was a buildable lot. Deters 
said he could not provide a definitive answer regarding what uses would be permitted on the 
property. In his opinion, the acquisition could serve as a land-conservation purchase and was 
consistent with goals identified in the Town’s planning efforts. The property’s assessed value 
was approximately $48,400. Regarding the value of the water share, he said the Silver Fork 
Pipeline Company did not maintain publicly available comparable-sales information because 
shares were transferred infrequently, and transactions were generally handled through word of 
mouth within the community. Based on his discussions with the company, he believed the 
negotiated price represented a reasonable value for the water share under current market 
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conditions. He noted that water shares did not necessarily follow the same valuation practices 
as real estate, where appraisals and comparable sales were more readily available. 
 
Deters stated that the purchase fits in the Town’s 2026 Capital Improvement Plan budget. He 
explained that water shares could provide the Town with flexibility in pursuing future property 
acquisitions or potential development projects. He noted that acquiring property with an 
associated water share would give the Town the option of retaining the land and water 
together or, where permitted, transferring the water share to another lot within the Silver Fork 
district which might have a better location or to support a particular objective.  
 
Council Discussion  
Keith commented on the valuation of the property and its associated water share, referencing 
the purchase of his own home approximately eight years earlier. Based on the relative values of 
the real property and water at that time, the land component of the proposed purchase could 
be valued at approximately $60,000.  
 
Carolyn added, the Town would retain flexibility through ownership of the water share: it could 
be used if the Town later acquired property in the area for a public purpose or sold if the Town 
ultimately had no use for it. Water shares are limited and can be difficult to obtain, even for 
individuals with substantial financial resources. 
 
Scotty mentioned Chad Smith’s earlier questions regarding what makes a property 
undevelopable and explained that a lot may be undevelopable because it is too narrow to 
accommodate a building with the required setbacks, or because of steep terrain. In this case, 
the steepness of the slope was understood to be the primary factor affecting the property’s 
development potential. He acknowledged that another buyer could potentially seek a variance 
or other approval to pursue construction even though the property was not being represented 
as a buildable lot. Placing a conservation easement on the property could align with the Town’s 
General Plan goals related to land preservation and maintaining Brighton’s character. Many 
community members have interest in the Town acquiring land for a potential town center. This 
makes the flexibility associated with the Silver Fork water share valuable. The water share could 
be transferred within the Silver Fork water system and acquiring it would allow the Town to 
consider other properties, including potentially less expensive lots that don’t have an existing 
water share. In response to concerns raised during public comment about a Town purchase 
potentially increasing nearby property values, Scotty said the proposed acquisition might have 
the opposite effect from a real estate-market perspective. He emphasized that the Council 
would evaluate each property individually and will not automatically pursue every property 
offered to the Town. The Council could decline a purchase, including late in the process, and 
encouraged residents and stakeholders to trust that the Council would consider their input and 
exercise its judgment when evaluating potential acquisitions. 
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Lise Brunhart moved to push ahead with the purchasing the property at 11453 Church Road 
and the accompanying water share. Carolyn Keigley seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.  
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
 

d. Discussion and possible action on recommendation from subcommittee to cancel RFP 
for fiber due to cost and other factors. RECORDING 1:08:32. 

Mayor Scotty explained that he was committed to continuing Mayor Knopp’s efforts to develop 
fiber internet for the community. Earlier this year, the Town issued an RFQ and received 
responses from qualified bidders. The Town then issued an RFP to those bidders and received 
two responses. Both bids were significantly higher than the estimate provided by an 
independent consulting company.  
 
Scotty noted that the Council and community understand that the Town’s finances are solvent 
and that it has savings in its bank account; however, moving forward with the project at the 
current scope would significantly reduce those reserves and the Town’s available financial 
cushion. He said it would be prudent to plan for costs 10–20% above the bid amount, or 
potentially higher due to inflation. Based on the bids received and the potential financial 
impact, Scotty said he could not move forward with the project at the current scope in good 
conscience and recommended canceling the current RFP. He said the Council could consider 
issuing a future RFP for a smaller-scope project. He also suggested redesigning the RFQ to 
generate greater interest and attract more bids. 
 
Scotty also discussed the recent award of a Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) 
grant to a private company for infrastructure in Big Cottonwood Canyon. The BEAD program is a 
fed-eral program intended to expand internet access in underserved areas. Utah received more 
than $317 million in federal BEAD funding, which is administered through a state organization 
within UDOT. The private company successfully applied for funding specifically for Big 
Cottonwood Canyon. The grant requires the company to provide matching funds in addition to 
the grant funding. 
 
Scotty said the Town may have an opportunity to partner with the company to help ensure the 
funds are used as efficiently as possible. He suggested that the Town could potentially issue a 
more limited RFP for portions of the project the private company would not be able to serve. 
He said the Town’s goal would be to act as a fiduciary on behalf of the Town’s stakeholders and 
make the most efficient use of available funding.  
 
Carolyn Keigley moved to cancel the RFP for fiber due to costs and other factors. Jeff Bossard 
seconded the motion.  
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Further discussion, Keith Zuspan recommended the council continue discussion to consider a 
future RFP that divides the town into manageable districts so we can effectively implement a 
plan that considers the conduit currently in the ground: 80% of which is owned by the town.  
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
 

e. Consideration of a Resolution for the 2026 Emergency Interim Succession for Brighton. 
Presented by Polly McLean. For discussion and possible action. RECORDING 1:19:37.  

Polly McLean explained that State law requires municipalities to update their order of 
succession annually if they wish to establish a succession order different from the one 
designated by the State. The Town’s previous order also reflected the former Mayor and a 
different Mayor Pro Temp. The proposed succession follows the Mayor, Mayor Pro Temp, and 
then Council Members in order of seniority. This structure is intended to provide a clear chain 
of command during an emergency. The Emergency Manager is responsible for more of the day-
to-day emergency-management functions. The proposed structure was based on a 
recommendation from Jane Martain, the Town’s Emergency Manager, and is consistent with 
the Town’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan adopted in 2024. Establishing these 
roles is important for meeting applicable Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
requirements. The Town’s designee would work in conjunction with incident command 
personnel from Unified Police Department and Unified Fire Authority.  
 
Lise Brunhart moved to carry out Resolution 2026-R-9-1, Designating Emergency Interim 
Successors. Keith Zuspan seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
-R-Scotty John: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 

a. Lise Brunhart relayed a comment from Don Despain. “Citizens should receive notice 
about town land purchases and have an opportunity to comment prior to purchase. He 
likes the NOI program, but he thinks we should all be finding out before we make a 
purchase.  

Carolyn elaborated on the comment. Today was the first time the public heard we were 
considering that property. The public wants to know we’re looking at a property before it 
comes to the council. Lise noted that announcing it too soon could alert someone else to buy it.  
Polly clarified that the council can only buy a property in a public meeting, so it can never be 
bought without public notice.  
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CHAT BOX 
(Chat box was inadvertently enabled for a portion of the meeting) 
00:22:11 Mark Brinton: as adopted by the State of Utah with the alternatives or 
amendments approved by the Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands 
00:36:21 Angus Robertson: I noticed this weekend that there are large signs on the 
Guardsman Road, mostly on the back side, stating clearly that there is no road parking and 
there is a $300 fine plus tow, and directing people to park in lots. 
 
REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Scotty John reported that the Central Wasatch Commission (CWC) continued to work 
toward establishing the Central Wasatch National Conservation and Recreation Area 
(CWNCRA), which had become a primary focus of the organization. He said a two-day 
symposium and broker negotiation meeting was anticipated in October, with additional 
information to come. 
Scotty also reported that State Senator Curt Cullimore was taking a leading role in 
transportation issues affecting Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons. He noted that the two 
canyons are being addressed through separate groups, although there is significant overlap in 
the issues. Scotty said that transportation had originally been within the CWC’s purview but 
was no longer a primary focus of the organization. 
Scotty said his other community and agency relationships were going well and that there were 
no additional significant updates to report. 
Scotty also addressed feedback he received regarding jokes included in the mayor’s message in 
the newsletter. He acknowledged that one recent comment had not been well received by 
some readers and said he appreciated the feedback. He encouraged residents to continue 
providing suggestions, although he has little patience for complaints, and he will always take 
feedback on his communications with the community. 
Mayor Scotty added that the Town recently hosted a Council of Mayors meeting, welcoming 
around 12 mayors from several larger cities and several other staff. Many other attendees were 
online. The visiting mayors were impressed by the conference room and commented on how 
remarkable the building and setting were. Scotty recognized Kara for organizing the meeting 
and thanked Silver Fork Lodge for its role in catering.  
 
 
Council Members’ Reports 
Keith Zuspan provided a financial update. The Town’s Public Treasurer Investment Fund (PTIF) 
account balance was $7,946,917, and the account earned $26,571 in interest during the 
previous month at an annualized rate of approximately 3.9%. The Town’s current Zions Bank 
account balance was $20,543. 
Keith reported that the Town received $35,271 from the State in resort community tax and 
transient room tax for August. The sales tax collected by the State and remitted to the MSD 
during the month was $20,846. Keith explained that the total sales tax collected is distributed 
according to a state formula, with various allocations and deductions made before the Town 
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receives its portion. He estimated that approximately $40,000 in sales tax had been collected 
overall, with approximately $20,000 ultimately remitted to the MSD to support Town 
operations. 
Keith reported that there were no significant or critical issues expected to affect Brighton at the 
upcoming MSD meeting. He also provided an update on the MSD’s transition from Gmail to 
Microsoft Outlook. The IT department was testing the system with Kearns before beginning the 
migration of other participating cities and towns. Once Brighton’s migration begins, individual 
users will receive Microsoft logins and will be able to transfer their existing Gmail data to their 
Outlook accounts. Keith said he had provided IT with special instructions for several users to 
ensure that their existing data and configurations were transferred appropriately. 
 
Lise Brunhart reported that she had established a Facebook Marketplace page for the Town of 

Brighton to facilitate community use of the platform. She cautioned that users would need to 

learn how to use the platform independently. 

Lise, who serves as the Town’s liaison for trash and recycling, reported that residents of Silver 
Fork had requested a reduction in the number of trash bins available in the area. The number of 
bins had been reduced from four to three.  
Lise also reported on her attendance at a Wasatch Front Waste and Recycling Board of Trustees 
meeting. She said the board had experienced some issues with its trailer program and would 
provide greater flexibility for the Town’s bulky-waste needs. Beginning in 2027, trailers could be 
reserved from March through October. 
Lise relayed a resident request for the Town to remove gravel from Town-owned roads when 
gravel is scattered onto the roadway during storms. She noted that Silver Fork Road was an 
example where this concern had been raised. 
Lise concluded by announcing that Cottonwood Heights City Hall would host a screening of The 
Lake, a film about the Great Salt Lake produced by Grow the Flow, at 6:00 p.m. Thursday. She 
encouraged residents to attend.  
 
Jeff Bossard reported that the mosquito abatement meeting was scheduled for the following 
week due to the timing of the calendar. 
Jeff, Scotty, and Brian also attended a budget meeting hosted by the Kim Gardner Institute. 
While there, they connected with a University of Utah representative and are exploring the 
possibility of conducting another study focused on solutions to the parking and traffic issues 
associated with night skiing at Brighton Resort. Jeff said the idea was still preliminary, but they 
were excited about the potential opportunity. 
Jeff also reported that the shed project in the Brighton Loop area was in progress. 
 
Carolyn Keigley reported that UPD had provided updated statistics on general offense cases in 

the SLVLESA district. She referenced a previously shared chart showing that Big Cottonwood 

Canyon Road had ranked first in general offense cases among roads in the district, with 

Brighton Loop ranking third. She noted that, if the two areas were considered together, the 

combined number of cases would have been significantly higher. 
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Chief Tyler Ackerman provided updated data covering January through the beginning of August. 
Carolyn said the expanded data showed the importance of considering the canyon’s seasonal 
nature. When the summer months were included, Big Cottonwood Canyon Road was no longer 
the highest in general offense cases. Carolyn noted that the earlier data had been collected 
during May, which is typically mud season in the canyon, when visitation and residency are 
significantly lower. 
Carolyn said she had responded to a UDOT study because she believed its May data did not 
accurately represent typical conditions in the canyon. She emphasized that Brighton and Big 
Cottonwood Canyon experience significant seasonal changes and said it is important to educate 
other agencies and entities that work with the Town about those seasonal circumstances. 
Carolyn concluded that, while SLVLESA currently had little to report publicly, work and 
discussions continued behind the scenes. 
 
 
BCCA Report 
Barbara Cameron thanked the UFA Wildland Crew for completing six fuel-reduction visits 

during the year. She noted that the program began in 2021 and includes an educational 

interview with each participating property owner regarding steps that can be taken to create 

survivable space, followed by two hours of fuel reduction work by the Wildland Crew. Of the 

115 property owners who originally signed up for the program, work has now been completed 

on 47 properties, leaving 68 properties remaining. Barbara said homeowners who have 

benefited from the program have been very appreciative of the work performed by the UFA 

Wildland Crew. 

Barbara reported that the September BCCA meeting would be held September 14 and would 
feature guest speaker John Pike, Utah State Insurance Commission director. He will discuss how 
House Bill 48 and property assessments may interact with homeowners’ insurance companies 
and individual insurance policies. 
Barbara also announced the Brighton Community Picnic, scheduled for September at the Milly 
Chalet from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Attendees will bring an entrée and a dish to share. The event will 
include games for all ages and music by Lise Brunhart and her band. Barbara thanked Nicole 
Merges, Joan Hadley, and Kim Doyle for hosting the event. 
Barbara announced a Brighton Institute presentation on September 24 at 6:00 p.m. at the fire 
station featuring Harrison Patton of the University of Utah Department of Geology. Patton will 
discuss ancient seas and ice sheets, including the geology and formation of rocks found in Big 
Cottonwood Canyon approximately 18 million years ago. 
Finally, Barbara announced that BCCA and the Association of Community Councils (ACCT) would 
sponsor a tour of the Central Valley Water Reclamation Facility on October 6 from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. The facility provides wastewater treatment for the valley, including the Cottonwood 
Canyon Improvement District. She noted that Central Valley is completing a large-scale 
renovation of its facility, which contributed to the increase in sewer rates, and said the tour 
would provide an opportunity to learn more about the regional sewer system. Approximately 
30 participants could be accommodated. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
None 
 
 
ADJOURN 
Carolyn Keigley moved to adjourn the meeting, and Lise Brunhart seconded the motion.  
The meeting was adjourned unanimously at 8:35PM.  
 
 
____________________________ 
Submitted by Kara John, Town Clerk 


