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DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC LANDS
Parks, Natural Lands, Urban Forestry, and Trails Advisory Board Meeting
Steward, Advocate, Activate
October 1, 2026


Join in-person: Public Lands Administrative Building: 1965 W 500 S., Salt Lake City, UT 84104, Upstairs Parks Training Room

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://slc-gov.zoom.us/j/3376119167?pwd=xFlU3gOdTTsCDOFGktevTz2JSqD270.1

Meeting ID: 337 611 9167
Passcode: 963149

Unapproved Minutes 

I. Call to Order, Introductions, and Welcome (5:00pm)
a. Debrief Public Lands Day Event 

Kerri Nakamura, Chair, opened the meeting while discussing the Public Lands Day Event, she commended the board members who attended and the staff present. 

Melanie Perhson, Board Member, commented on the event elements, and provided feedback on the need for a map for attendees. 

Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair commended the food ticket element. She commented that she hopes the board can continue to engage in events. 

Tyler Thunell, Board Member, provided feedback on better directions for attendees. He also provided feedback on collaborating with local influencers to promote events. Kerri Nakamura asked Tyler Thunell to contact Jana Cunningham, Communications Manager. Ginger Cannon reminded the board to share events in their channels. 

Steve Bloch, Board Member, provided feedback to select a different location for tabling as there is active bicycle traffic. 
Kerri Nakamura provided feedback on the scavenger hunt. 

Kerri Nakamura welcomed new board member Regan Hale D7 representative, the board engaged in brief introductions.  

Kerri Nakamura reminded the board Christian Chavez has resigned from the board and asked to bring forth any recommendations for candidates for the At-Large seat. 


II. Approval of Meeting Minutes (5:05pm)
a. Minutes from September 3, 2026

A motion to approve and adopt the Thursday, August 6th, meeting minutes for the Parks, The Natural Lands, Urban Forestry, and Trails Advisory Board was made by a Board Member, Ginger Cannon. The motion was seconded by Board Member Steve Bloch. The vote passed unanimously, with the Board Members present to approve and adopt minutes from Thursday, August 6th, Advisory Board meeting. Board Member Regal Hale abstained. 


III. Public Comment (5:10pm)
a. Verbal comments are limited to no more than 3 minutes; 15 minutes total. Written comments are welcome. 
b. Board meetings are intended to be a place for people to feel safe and comfortable in participating in their government. A respectful and safe environment allows Board meetings to be conducted in an orderly, efficient, effective, and dignified fashion, free from distraction, intimidation, and threats to safety. We welcome everyone and ask all meeting participants to keep comments free of discriminatory language.
No Public Comment, only attendance of Maddie Grote and Thomas Klassen. 
IV. Board Action Items (5:15)
a. Recommendation Letter: Public Lands E-Bike Ordinance Amendment - Steve Bloch, Board Member

Board Member Steve Bloch reminded the board the letter of support was sent to all board members for review, he provided a summary of the E-Bike Ordinance Amendment. Austin Whitehead provided a comment for a correction of the letter. Steve Bloch asked when the ordinance will be presented at Council. Kim Shelley responded that the Council will be briefed on Tuesday, October 13th. 

Kerri Nakamura, Chair commented that the transmittal occurred on Monday, September 28th. 

Melanie Perhson, Board Member made a motion to approve the letter of support for the E-Bike Ordinance and authorized the board chair to sign, Austin Whitehead seconded the motion, all board members present voted anonymously to approve the letter of support and authorize the board chair to sign. 

b. PNUT Advisory Board Bylaw - Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair
Ginger Cannon, Chair presented the bylaws document with the additions, she reminded the board that bylaws document has been submitted for legal review. Ginger Cannon highlighted the additions to the document. Steve Bloch requested clarification on section 6 regarding emergency meetings. Kerri Nakamura commended the proposal for leadership exemption on serving on a committee. Steve Bloch made a motion to approve the bylaws with further legal review, Tyler Thunell seconded the motion, all present voted in favor. 

c. Letter of Support for Salt Lake City Corporation – Glendale Regional Park Jordan River Recreation Access Project – Melanie Perhson  

Melanie Perhson, Board Member reminded the board the grant letter of support was requested by Makayla Maponga, Public Lands Planner, noted the letter will be submitted after the submittal of the grant application. 

Steve Bloch, Board Member made a motion to authorize the chair to sign the grant letter of support, Melanie Perhson, seconded the motion, all board members present voted and passed anonymously. 

V. Director’s Report (5:30pm)
a. Summary of current high-priority department items – Kim Shelley, Public Lands Director 

Kim Shelley shared the Public Lands Department, now has appointed Tony Gliot, Deputy Director, and will continue to serve as the Urban Forester, and shared a department organizational chart will be shared before the next meeting. 

She summarized the recent park grand opening Steenblik Park, and Donner Park. And reminded the board of the Rotary Park Play at Liberty Park grand opening on Monday, October 26th, and Pioneer Park Grant opening on November 13th. 
Kim Shelley shared the City has moved the budget process by 4 months, she mentioned opportunities for the boards involvement will come and a further update will be provided in November.  

Kim Shelley shared the next November meeting will include a agenda item to provide a information update on Open Space disposition. Tyler Murdock, Deputy Director provided more information on Open Space Disposition. 

Kim Shelley shared on Tuesday, October 13th during the Council Work session there will be a agenda item for the E-Bike Ordinance, a Public Hearing will be herd in the formal meeting on Tuesday, Nov 10th.

Kim Shelley shared that on the Tuesday, October 13th Council Work session will include a briefing the project proponent for the West Line Connect Pipeline from Sinclair. She added that there are articles on the topic with limited information. Steve Bloch shared his interest in the information they have shared for the council working meeting and the map of the pipeline. 

Kerri Nakamura asked if there are any current pipeline is Salt Lake City, Kim Shelley answered that there are pipelines places underground in the 50s and 60s. 

Kim Shelley reported on water consumption for Public Lands, some parks are continues to be irrigated but shared that despite a hot summer, water savings are recorded. 

Kim Shelley provided a follow-up to the written update on leaf management; she shared that the next water year Public Lands will begin a leaf study in Popperton Park Lot 3.

Kerri Nakamura asked Kim Shelley for an overview of the recent press call various board members received. Kim Shelley shared the media outlet shared interest in learning more about the absence of the pool in the design on Phase 1 and Phase 2 of Glendale Park. Kim Shelley provided background information that there is space for a pool in the future. The City is not resources for pool management, and Salt Lake County is unable to partner with the City at this time. Kim mentioned there will be a interactive water feature available at Glendale Park. 

Sarah Foran asked if organizations and volunteers will have rules and guidelines. Ashlyn Larsen shared the city is looking to create a handbook, and provide training through the software the city has available. 

Steve Bloch asked if there are legacy organizations doing work? Tyler Murdock responded that Embridge Gas employees do continue to clean between 500 and 400 south and mentioned there may be other companies. 

Kerri Nakamura recommended the department partner with Select Health, Goldman Sacks, and Fidelity as they are looking for opportunities. 


VI. Staff Presentations, Updates & Discussions (5:40pm)
a. Informational Update:  Adopt a Spot Jordan River Trail – Ashlyn Larsen, Partnership Coordinator 

Ashlyn Larsen, Partnership Coordinator briefly introduced herself to the board. She began by sharing history of the Adopt a Spot program she added the program started in 2014 and tapered off around 2017. Ashlyn shared the purpose of this program is to add compacity, build connection, and support stewardship. Ashlyn provided an overview of past Public Lands assets that received care through the Adopt a Spot program. Kerri Nakamura asked if in the past groups proposed an area of if the city provided recommendations. Tyler Murdock answered that groups proposed areas they wanted to service, he mentioned now there is an idea to section areas in Urban Trails. 

Ashlyn listed the following additions to the program; Clear Entry Point, Defined Partnership, Supporting Stewardship, Consistent Expectations, Trackable Impact. She followed with information on scopes of work for volunteers and covered potential spaces, she also covered projects that are not considered under the Adopt a Spot program. 

Kerri Nakamura asked whether Public Lands would consider having tools to lend to volunteers to mitigate barrier, Ashlyn Larsen responded that this element would not be part of the program. 

Aaron Wiley, Board Member asked whether the department can pilot with groups with areas the need stewardship, Ashlyn Larsen responded that it is happening with a group working on plots on 9th and 9th the area near the whale. She shared there are groups interested in the 9 line and Alzheimer’s Park. 

Ashlyn Larsen shared the draft website for Adopt a Spot. Ginger Cannon provided feedback to include a map of Salt Lake City properties. 

Aaron Wiley asked for more information on scope of work needed, to assist him with promoting the program to his connections, Ashlyn Larsen said the department is working on creating scope of work for locations. 

Melanie Perhson asked whether plaques will be made to place near adopted spot, Ashlyn Larsen said that the department is exploring this element. Ashlyn responded that the department will commemorate via social media and that the department is exploring the signage options. 

Melanie Perhson, Board Member commented on the businesses along the Jordan River Trail that can be good candidates to Adopt a Spot on the Jordan River Trail. 

Ashlyn Larsen shared the draft Adopt a Spot Application and provided background on the question. 

Melanie Perhson, Board Member, requested a written update on definitions for Sponsorship, Friends of Group, and Adopt a Spot. Ashlyn Larsen provided background on her work on the following levels of volunteerism. 

Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair asked whether volunteers need a background check. Kim Shelley responded that there is no background for volunteers. 

b. Informational Update: Public Lands Capital Improvement Projects – Kat Andra, Senior Planning Strategist (~6:00 pm)

Kat Andra, Senior Planning Strategist briefly introduced herself, she began by updating the board on the shift in agenda and what information is available for the board. She updated the Constituent Applications and Internal Applications will be reviewed in November. She clarified a new document will be reviewed today as the incorrect document was shared in the packet.

Kat Andra began by sharing a test excel sheet for ranking projects. Kat Andra provided information on the different scoring tabs. 

Kerri Nakamura asked if in the Funding Sources, there is 3 types of funding sources. Kat Andra said yes and provided further information. 

Steve Bloch asked whether the project descriptions can be changed, Kat Andra mentioned they are strategically described and the description will remain the same through the process. 

Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair and Melanie Perhson asked for clarification on expectations on the spreadsheet. 

Sarah Foran, asked for a map of where the projects are located. Kat Andra responded that a map will be provided to the board.

Kat Andra shared the prioritization document with examples and written details. Kat provided information on each of the criterial and the examples that were highlighted in purple. Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair commented that the community benefit criterial is very important. 

Kerri Nakamura asked about how the recent city tax increase would bring a level of commitment for these CIP projects. 

Steve Bloch commented there are criteria the board may not have enough information to provide a ranking, Kerri Nakamura responded that the board can opt to not score in those criteria. Kerri Nakamura has suggested the board opt on providing a score for the criteria that the board has limited information to provide feedback on. Ginger Cannon provided comments on the issue. 

Aaron Wiley suggested to allow a placeholder to allow to change score if more information is available, such as reviewing other board members opinions and department score. 

Kat Andra, reminded that board the applications will be available to review by the following meeting, and provided a detailed timeline for the review and finalization of scores. Ginger Cannon provided feedback on the timeline. Kerri Nakamura confirmed the timeline. Kerri Nakamura asked for clarification on whether each board member will download a spreadsheet. 

Sarah Foran, Board Member requested for Kat Andra to record a short video providing the descriptions of the applications for board members to heir the the projects. Kerri Nakamura, Ginger Cannon, and Austin Whitehead discussed the request. Melanie Perhson asked Kat Andra if she had compacity for the request. 

Ginger Cannon asked why the board is not reviewing Golf’s CIP projects. Kim Shelley responded by bringing more information on the next meeting. 


VII. Board Discussion (~7:00 pm)
a. Administrative Update – Maria Romero, Board Manager
i. PNUT Advisory Board End of Year Report
ii. Discuss Grant Letters of Support 

Maria Romero began her updates with commending the board on the attendance at the Public Lands Day celebration and inviting board members to provide their service hours on the tracker. 
Maria reminded the board that the 2027 Dog Waste Campaign feedback has been submitted. 

Kerri Nakamura began the topic of grant letters of support, Kerri Nakamura proposed these drafts can be reviewed by board members online via email and allow board members authorization for board to sign on those situations where a letter is needed before a formal PNUT Advisory Board Meeting. 

Steve Bloch provided his comments on the matter and noted that he supports the bylaws update on emergency meetings if needed for letters of support. 

Austin Whitehead asked whether for letters of support a action is needed during a board meeting, Kerri Nakamura provided further information on the proposed changes to this process. 

Sarah Foran requested language guiding board members on actions requested on emails. Kerri Nakamura agreed to write the instructions language. 

Maria Romero continued by reminding the board that the Annual Report is in progress, and followed with upcoming events that are happening the month of October. Aaron Wiley provided feedback to receive calendar invitations. Maria Romero provided more information on why she only provided calendar invitations to events that board members are tabling or have commitments. Ginger Cannon and Kerri Nakamura suggested Aaron add them through the Public Lands Calendar. 

Steve Bloch asked Kim Shelley whether his and Sarah Foran recommendation to launch the Dog Waste Campaign earlier that 2027 is possible, Kim Shelley responded that Jana Cunningham can provide her written feedback on the timeline. 

Kerri Nakamura asked for Board Members to mark their calendars for the Thursday, January 7th retreat style board meeting, and reminded board members to think of nominations for leadership. 

Sarah Foran provided further feedback on launching the dog waste campaign earlier for the trailheads. 


b. Committee Reporting
i. SCAAMP – Ginger Cannon

Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair, commented that the SCAAMP committee does not have a update, as the board is receiving SCAAMP information for CIP. 

ii. Bylaws – Ginger Cannon

Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair, thanked the board for their feedback on the bylaws update.

iii. Jordan River Trail – Melanie Pehrson 

Melanie Perhson, Board Member, reminded the group that the committee will meet next week. No formal updates are available. Reminded the board is the vacancy in the committee. 

iv. Communications – Sarah Foran 

Sarah Foran, Board Member, mentioned she would begin drafting the CIP Recommendation letter and reminded the board of the committee vacancy. Kerri Nakamura, Board Chair, commented on the next opportunity for recruitment should include the search for a person with a communications background.

v. Foothills – Steve Bloch 

Steve Bloch, Board Member, thanked Tyler Murdock, Deputy Director and Tyler Fonarow, Trails and Natural Lands Division Director for their work on the East City Creek Zone, he added the update of contractors assisting the timely help for deliverables for the project. Austin Whitehead, Board Member, added that the Foothills Committee received a formal letter from Kim Shelley for the committee to be the stakeholder group for the Foothills Zone Planning. Maria Romero confirmed the letter was sent to the committee. Austin Whitehead agreed to placing the letter in the Google PNUT Advisory Drive.

vi. Urban Trails – Thomas Merrill 

Kerri Nakamura, Chair provided the update on behalf of Tom Merrill. The Urban Trails Committee is working with Visit Salt Lake to capitalize on the opportunity of Visit Salt Lake Marketing the Trail systems, the committee is hoping to continue collaborating with Visit Salt Lake.

c. Board comments, question period & request for future agenda items

Melanie Perhson, Board Member reminded the board of her interest of a informational presentation for the Glendale Park Phase 2 100% design, and a written update from the annexed portion of the Jordan River Trail. 

Kerri Nakamura, Board Member requested a written update on the resolution of the Hawthorn Elementary Tree watering from the Salt Lake City School District, along with information on how the city can approach purchasing land formally used a green space for local elementary schools that have closed. 

Sarah Foran, Board Member asked whether the city had a 30,60,90 for Glendale Park Phase 2, Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair clarified the city process for park design begins with constituent feedback at the point of 90% design the city does not have a second opportunity for feedback.

Ginger Cannon, Vice Chair, thanked the division who provided a written update. But requested that the written update document includes an update from all the divisions for the month of November. 

Sarah Foran requested a update for 2026 water conservation efforts report, Kim Shelley, Public Lands Director agreed to bring back information for the Public Lands Department and Golf Division. Sarah Foran asked for a water usage comparison from last year and this year. 

Steve Bloch, Board Member, requested the Public Lands organizational chart. 

d. Board Engagement Opportunities/Requests
e. Written Update:
i. Planning & Design - Project Updates 
ii. Trails & Natural Lands – Event Update 
iii. Park Ranger Program – New Supervisor Update

Next Meeting: Thursday, November 5, 2026

VIII. Adjourn (7:30pm)

Steve Bloch, Board Member made a motion to adjourn, Aaron Wiley Board Member seconded the motion. All board members present anonymously voted to adjourn at 7:44 pm. 
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