
Conditions of the District
October 2026


· Managers Note:
As we enter October, we are seeing the natural decline of mosquito activity across our district. Cooler temperatures and shorter daylight hours are contributing to a noticeable drop-off in mosquito populations, signaling the end of the active season. This seasonal wind-down is a welcome shift, especially following a period of heightened vigilance.

Throughout the 2026 season, operations have reflected a sustained high baseline of mosquito activity across the region. Most notably, surveillance traps have demonstrated a drastic, unprecedented increase in West Nile Virus (WNV)-positive mosquito pools compared to historical averages. This elevated viral presence across our trapping routes has required continuous larval treatments, expanded adulticide applications, and targeted surveillance to mitigate public health risks across the district service area.  Although we are at the end of the mosquito season, we expect to see continued human cases for several weeks.  

In addition to our local vector surveillance, the District is closely monitoring regional invasive species developments. Recently, a single Aedes aegypti specimen was collected in neighboring Davis County. While local control officials suspect this individual may have been a "hobo" specimen—transported opportunistically via rail corridors or freight networks—it underscores a critical trend: invasive vector species continue their northward expansion through connected transport hubs. Although a single detection does not establish a breeding population, it demonstrates that Aedes aegypti has the capability to travel into Northern Utah, requiring heightened vigilance from our District.

To ensure early detection and swift containment in the event of an incursion within the District, the Assistant Manager and I are formulating a comprehensive Invasive Vector Action Plan. This protocol will establish immediate operational workflows for our District in the event of an Aedes aegypti detection, including intensified neighborhood container inspections, specialized trap deployment, and rapid public outreach protocols. This plan may require us to “triage” some of the standard seasonal operations.  All plans will be shared by the board at their completion.  

As the season winds down, our focus shifts toward public education and community outreach. In October, we begin our annual elementary school presentations to teach students about mosquito prevention and vector control. Thanks to new relationships built this year, we are also expanding our outreach to various community organizations, local special interest groups, and municipal health representatives to strengthen public awareness across the district.

· Mosquito Borne Disease:
	                 
	SSLVMAD
	SL County
	Utah
	Nationally 

	WNV - Pools
	100
	509
	1320
	-

	WNV - Human
	15*
	21*
	50*
	1,172

	WNV - Deaths
	0
	1
	3
	58

	Dengue (L/T)
	0
	0
	0/6
	2,145

	Malaria (L/T)
	-
	-
	0/8
	-

	Chikungunya/Zika (T) 
	-
	-
	1/0
	129/5

	Oropouche Virus
	0
	0
	-
	0

	St. Louis Encephalitis
	0
	0
	0
	4


*cases pending


	Mosquito Info.
	Through August
	5-year average

	Acres treated
	420
	432.17

	All Traps (through September)
	94329
	69420.4

	Service Requests
	34
	60.4

	Adulticiding
	28*
	-


· 




* 

· Operational Notes
· Bi-Weekly Utah Arboviral phone calls with the DHHS
· West Nile Testing 
· Limited Testing of Gravid Traps

· Conferences 2026:
UMAA – October 26-28 Ogden, Utah
UASD – November 5-7 , Layton, Utah
Conferences 2027
AMCA- March 1-5– St.Louis, Missouri
WCMVCA- March 23-25 – Ogden, Utah


· Safety Report:
Date:  July 14th – August 11th 
Days since last OSHA reportable safety accident: 806
Days since last lost time accident: 2,608
Days since last liability claim: 3,081



Safety Items since Last Report:



Leading Indicators
	
	Area Safety Audits
	Seasonal Safety Training 
	Safety Committee Mtgs.

	Monthly Goal
	3
	24
	1

	Completed
	3
	24
	1

	Year to Date
	27
	24
	9



Reports
	
	Close Calls
	Reported Incidents
	Workers Comp. Incidents
	Public Complaint
	Lost Time Incidents
	Liability Claims
	Property Claims
	Auto Incidents
	Notices of Violations

	This Month
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Year to Date
	6
	12
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0


















Year-End Mosquito Data

	
September
	YTD through September

	City
	2026
	5 year average
	2026
	5 year average

	Bluffdale
	33.19
	25.20
	100.88
	61.12

	Cottonwood Heights
	38.14
	13.51
	75.37
	49.13

	Draper
	26.67
	17.52
	72.75
	51.43

	Herriman
	6.63
	7.54
	8.39
	7.41

	Holladay
	3.25
	4.86
	7.97
	11.19

	Midvale
	34.43
	32.48
	99.80
	66.86

	MillCreek
	9.50
	12.82
	25.41
	33.77

	Murray
	14.93
	17.67
	41.94
	37.94

	Riverton
	13.29
	13.83
	35.44
	38.40

	Sandy
	19.67
	11.06
	22.02
	15.96

	South Jordan
	12.31
	16.27
	50.68
	47.48

	South Salt Lake
	100.13
	64.32
	155.71
	109.68

	Taylorsville
	17.33
	17.78
	35.10
	35.04

	West Jordan
	21.27
	19.72
	35.85
	47.46

	West Valley
	81.92
	91.38
	276.32
	159.51

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Average mosquitoes per trap by species

	 
	September
	YTD through September

	Species
	2026
	5 year average
	2026
	5 year average

	Culex pipiens
	15.24
	13.21
	26.58
	19.79

	Culex tarsalis
	8.75
	10.26
	40.94
	31.18

	Anopheles freeborni
	0.21
	0.10
	0.91
	1.84

	Aedes dorsalis
	1.32
	2.44
	0.38
	1.34

	Aedes vexans
	1.03
	0.55
	0.48
	1.05

	Culiseta inornata
	0.33
	0.20
	1.16
	1.64

	Culiseta incidens
	0.82
	0.63
	1.00
	0.48

	Aedes increpitus
	0.01
	0.00
	0.10
	0.12

	Simuliidae
	0.11
	0.21
	0.17
	0.84

	Aedes sierrensis
	0.01
	0.01
	0.00
	0.02

	Coquillettidia perturbans
	0.00
	0.00
	0.03
	0.22

	Aedes campestris
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.02





Arbovirus testing summary

	Year to date arbovirus tests
	2026
	5 Year Average
	2025
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021

	pipiens
	22254
	18881.2
	11274
	19552
	20971
	20817
	21792

	tarsalis
	32041
	25725.2
	23694
	24625
	38688
	24581
	17038

	Total
	54295
	44606.4
	34968
	44177
	59659
	45398
	38830

	pools
	1348
	1222.4
	1004
	1251
	1515
	1243
	1099

	WNV positive
	169
	51
	100
	24
	46
	36
	49

	Positivity rate
	12.54%
	4.17%
	9.96%
	1.92%
	3.04%
	2.90%
	4.46%




	2026
	WNV Positive
	

	West Nile Virus 2026
	pipiens
	tarsalis
	Total Positive
	Tested this year

	Alta
	0
	0
	0
	6

	Bluffdale
	15
	1
	16
	148

	Brighton
	0
	0
	0
	4

	Cottonwood Heights
	4
	1
	5
	64

	Draper
	18
	4
	22
	122

	Herriman
	1
	0
	1
	7

	Holladay
	2
	0
	2
	10

	Kearns
	0
	1
	1
	5

	Midvale
	9
	4
	13
	54

	MillCreek
	2
	0
	2
	30

	Murray
	6
	1
	7
	82

	Riverton
	8
	2
	10
	71

	Sandy
	1
	0
	1
	28

	South Jordan
	20
	2
	22
	141

	South Salt Lake
	11
	1
	12
	104

	Taylorsville
	5
	0
	5
	50

	West Jordan
	17
	2
	19
	126

	West Valley
	21
	9
	30
	265

	White City
	1
	0
	1
	10

	Total
	141
	28
	169
	1321



