


South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District
Board Meeting Minutes
September 14th, 2026, at 2:00 pm

The Board of Trustees of the South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District (SSLVMAD), Salt Lake County, State of Utah, met in a board meeting at the District offices at 7308 Airport Road, West Jordan, Utah and via Zoom with an anchor location established at the District offices.
The following board members were in attendance: Tarrah Anderson (Herriman), Ellen Birrell (Cottonwood Heights), Jeff Bossard (Brighton), Silvia Catten (Millcreek), Don Christensen (West Valley), Brad Gilson (Draper), Paul Glover (Midvale), Kelvin Green (West Jordan), Kathie Johnson (South Jordan), Chris Merket (South Salt Lake), Kristie Overson (Taylorsville), Linda Price (White City), Ilene Risk (Salt Lake County), Shannon Smith (Riverton), Laverne Snow (Murray), and David Sundwall (Holladay).
The following board members were absent: Kathleen Bailey (Copperton), Florence Reynolds (Sandy), and Greg Wilding (Bluffdale).
Also attending were Dan McBride (District Manager), Scott Sommer (Assistant Manager), Eric Gardner (Assistant Board Clerk), and Lorrin Colby Jr.
1. Welcome. Catten called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone at 2:04 pm.
2. Citizen Comments. No citizens commented.
3. Board Conflicts of Interest Disclosures. No board members disclosed any conflicts of interest.
4. Approve Minutes. Green moved to approve the minutes of the July Board meeting. Price seconded the motion, and the motion carried with all in favor; Anderson and Risk were absent for the vote. 
5. Safety Policy Review
McBride presented recommended updates to the Safety manual including expanded sections dealing with confined spaces, working at height, and lone worker protection. Green asked about GPS enabled devices to track the location of employees and McBride explained some past efforts using ESRI software, noting that it was expensive. Smith and Green mentioned other options and Snow asked about current devices. McBride explained that cellular phones are used to communicate with field workers and record field data, including location, and have some additional ability to locate employees. In response to a question from Catten, McBride explained that more work happens in pairs than previously, but some employees regularly work alone. Bossard mentioned devices to secure cell phones and Sommer explained equipment currently used by employees.
Green asked about a policy regarding entering private property, noting that unpleasant or dangerous altercations could potentially be avoided and that property owners could inform District personnel about potential hazards on the property. McBride explained that though state law allows mosquito abatement district personnel to enter upon any property to abate mosquitoes, procedures are to seek permission from property owners first. He suggested adding language to policy describing those procedures and recommending that any exceptions be handled by supervisors.
Overson moved to approve the Safety Manual as presented and with the additional language regarding private property. Gilson seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.

6. West Nile Review/Future Planning
McBride noted that as day length and temperature decrease the end of the 2026 mosquito season is approaching. In response to a question from Catten, McBride explained that while development of resistance to mosquito control products is a concern, increased encounters with mosquitoes indoors may occur as mosquitoes prepare for diapause in sheltered locations including buildings. He also emphasized non-pesticide control efforts including public outreach, and biological controls. McBride described high West Nile virus (WNV) activity in 2026 including detections in mosquito, bird, and human populations. Statewide the positivity rate among mosquito pools tested for WNV was around 12.3%. Weather patterns were conducive to WNV and peaks of multi-year cyclical patterns in mosquito population and WNV activity coincided this year. In response to questions from Green and Gilson, McBride noted that birds are not known to present a direct WNV threat to humans, but rather mosquitoes acquire the virus from birds and may then pass it to other vertebrate hosts. He noted that though corvid species are especially susceptible to WNV, other bird species can carry the virus as well.
McBride mentioned plans to continue to improve efforts to reduce the threat of WNV or other mosquito-borne disease including potential drone applications of mosquito control products, expanded public outreach perhaps including hiring an intern to assist with messaging, resistance monitoring, and assessing efficacy of mosquito control treatments. Green commented that the University of Utah sometimes has more interns than can be placed, including interns in communication fields, and that coordination with the university may help the District find interns to assist with public outreach. 
Snow asked about plans to respond to invasive mosquitoes and what has been learned from other areas where invasive mosquitoes have become established. McBride and Sommer explained that a response plan has been developed and is being revised with updated information available through connections with national entities like the American Mosquito Control Association. The plan includes public outreach and coordination with public health agencies where response plans are also being developed.
7. Conditions of the District
McBride indicated that as the mosquito season wraps up, work of seasonal employees is anticipated to end by the end of September. Current and upcoming activities among regular staff include public outreach at Get to the River events, school presentations, and possibly reaching out to aging and adult services. Additional activities include evaluating data, preparing an annual report, and preparing presentations for upcoming conferences.
McBride reiterated arboviral incidence so far, noting the high number of mosquito pools positive for WNV and a human mortality attributed to WNV in the county. He also reported low incidence of other mosquito-borne diseases including travel-related cases.
To date, the total number of acres treated with mosquito control products is less than average, service requests have been below average, surveillance numbers above average, and applications of adulticide below average.
Upcoming conferences include a drone conference to be attended by some staff, and annual meetings of the Utah Mosquito Abatement Association (UMAA) and Utah Association of Special Districts in October and November respectively. In early 2027 the annual meeting of the West Central Mosquito and Vector Control Association will be held in Utah, and the annual meeting of the American Mosquito Control Association will be held in St. Louis Missouri.
Safety goals were accomplished as intended since the previous Board meeting and a few minor incidents, including a stuck vehicle, are being investigated.
In response to a question from Snow, McBride noted that the audit committee will be meeting soon to discuss a request for proposals for auditing services.
In response to a question from Colby, McBride explained that some training required for board members will be offered at the UMAA meeting in October, but SSLVMAD board members may also complete the required training elsewhere.
8. Board Meeting Items for October 12th Meeting
No additional items were requested.
9. Approve Bills 
A motion was made by Risk and seconded by Sundwall to approve payment of the bills. The motion carried with all in favor; Anderson was absent for the vote. 
10. Adjourn.  Green moved to adjourn the meeting, Smith seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm.



