Safety Net Meeting Minutes 
September 2, 2010
Attendees – Judy Kasten Bell, Anne Wilde, Paul Murphy. Jean Goode, Mary Batchelor, Pat Merkley, Brooke Adams, A J Hunt, Christine Brown, Sergio Martinez, Iris Gomez, Leslie Waymen, Aaron Bronson, Del Bircher
Attendees in St. George – Teresa Banks, Gordon Gunn, Ann Wright, Ben Mortensen, Priscilla Hammon, Ruth Williams, Marlyne Hammon
The minutes from August were reviewed and one change was made.  A J Hunt requested the minutes reflect that the majority of calls come from the Salt Lake area, not just the city.  Another correction is that  the town of Green River only had the Linkline as a resource, no other resources were listed.  A motion to approve the minutes as changed was made by Paul Murphy and seconded by Mary Batchelor.  The motion to approve the minutes was passed.
Community and Agency Updates:
CPAC had a statement in response to Kirk Torgensen’s presentation at NOVA on polygamy.  This statement was read by Leslie who indicated that comments and questions can be sent to CPAC.net.  Kirk Torgensen is invited to respond.  Paul offered to be a liaison to government  staff and will talk with Kirk Torgensen about doing an interview with Brook Adams for the newspaper in response to her suggestion  that Kirk be invited to make a public statement.
Pat asked what Safety Net can do to combat these disappointments in public presentations.  Pat offered to speak at any conferences talking about polygamy.  She is speaking at the child abuse conference in Layton in November and agreed to include someone to join her in speaking.  Del Bircher suggested we form a committee to speak at conferences.  Anne Wilde offered to be a contact person to get speakers.  Del moved to form a committee to assist in searching, applying and preparing for speaking at conferences.  This was seconded by Mary Batchelor.  Discussion followed regarding not needing another committee.    There is a need to have someone research the conferences and connect them with speakers from Safety Net.      An amended motion was made by Pamela Webster for a proposal that any speaking opportunity be presented to Ann Wilde to decide on a person to facilitate or participate in it.  This motion was seconded by Mary Batchelor and passed by unanimous vote.
Suggestions were made to find potential conferences on websites such as Domestic Violence, Child Abuse, etc.   A J suggested sending an e-mail to let people respond to this request.  We could talk about conferences each month at Safety Net meetings.  Del suggested putting this as an agenda item next month.
Sergio Martinez from the U S Census Bureau was invited to this meeting to talk about the census.  He presented an award in recognition of the efforts of Principle Voices.  The census relies on community organizations to spread the word about the census.  As a result of Principle Voices volunteers, the census is returning $1 billion back to the federal government because it was not used due to volunteer efforts.  Anne told how this came about by invitation from Paul to help with the census.  Census forms contain questions that are difficult to answer.  She offered to compile questions for Daniel Pacheco to present to authorities.  Principle Voices made flyers to distribute to members of plural communities.  Assurance was offered that this information cannot be shared outside of the census bureau.  As a result, census forms were completed and returned.
Spring Conference
Pat received an e-mail from Amzie about a cultural exchange  and was waiting for a response to have someone stay with them  He said his family would welcome an exchange and host someone as discussed in the last Safety Net meeting.  Now we need to decide how to fund that.
Mary asked how this would help the goals of the Safety Net.  Discussion followed about having a cultural exchange around religious similarities.  A blog about it could be started.  This could culminate in a talk at the conference.  
Judy asked what issues emerging now could be addressed in the conference in March.  Mary brought up problems in public education.    Anne suggested having a panel from various communities to answer prepared questions to handle public and private education issues. 
Another issue is that of trust.  People will not call a second time if they are burned in the first call.  We are building trust and cannot betray confidence.     Mary noted that there is a process to go through the community leaderships and approach them with questions or concerns.  Someone suggested the topic of “How to Interface Appropriately with Religious Community Members.”  
Anne talked about handing out flyers at the media conference.  Mary offered to take any questions.  A suggestion was made to provide workshops dealing with plural families.  Del suggested looking at DCFS in dealing with plural families and teaching families about organizations’ processes.  There are protocols in every organization.
Judy suggested a break out session for domestic violence to discuss how they deal with domestic violence in closed communities.  There was concern about having a conference in Southern Utah as it brings focus to them.  Weigh the harm vs help.  Ann Wright suggested waiting until the next meeting to decide on a location.  
Other concerns and discussions
Guiding principles of the Safety Net will be tabled until the next meeting.  A J talked about looking at the Safety Net and whether it needs to be restructured and to look for volunteers to do tasks.  Pat suggested looking at how the Safety Net could look different.  Someone suggested that Pat and Jean look at what duties can be handed off to volunteers and also that the Family Support Center Board be approached with what they think the priorities of the Safety Net should be.  Ann reminded us that Safety Net started out as developing partnerships with Arizona and was attended by 50-75 law enforcement officers.  Ruth stated that good things have come out of Safety Net, but that openness sometimes feels like vulnerability.  It was suggested to cautiously go forward and hold people accountable for statements, especially elected officials.
Pat asked whether Safety Net can be both service providers and bridge builders in the community.   Jean noted that it was essential to try to do both to build the relationships with community members.  Mary suggested we need more therapists.  Pam wondered about renaming Safety Net.  Someone suggested that the Safety Net include a 20 minutes presentation from an agency in the community discussing their roles and responsibilities in the community.    
Comments were made that people were upset about filming a video in Colorado City.  It was recommended that service providers present what they do, address confidentiality issues, and be cautious about how information is shared.  In that line, quarterly reports may contain confidential information and might be e-mailed rather than presented at public meetings.  Del cautioned that e-mails are not secure and suggested the quarterly report be published on the FSC website.  Pat offered to send Del a copy of the quarterly report for feedback and he and Judy agreed to review it.
Meeting adjourned at 11:10. 
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