MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

SEPTEMBER 15, 2026



Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Dennis Worwood, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Keven Jensen,Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant Check Edit List # 271848 through and including #271943 was presented for payment.

Requisitions and dispositions:

REQUISITION		DESCRIPTION					AMOUNT

27-26			Polar Jet 24 Evaporative Cooler-Portable
			SherifEmergency Field Facility			$2,495.00

28-26			(2) 2026 Chevrolet Tahoe (Commercial Vehicle)
			Sheriff/Drug Task Force				$114,639.00


Dispositions:
#8635, chair
#3908, calculator
#1180, camera
#1844, HP Desktop computer
#5351, typewriter
#5717 & 5114, media cart

(2) 
APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

(3)
APPROVAL TO PROMOTE JESSAMYN ASHBY TO A HEAD LIFEGUARD WORKING UP TO 19.75 HOURS PER WEEK WITH NO BENEFITS.  WAGE GRADE 5, EFFECTIVE 9-27-26.

(4)
APPROVAL OF AMANDA LAKE AS A VOLUNTEER FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE AND SHERIFF’S OFFICE.

(5)
APPROVAL OF AUSTIN JEFFS AS A VOLUNTEER FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE.

(6)
APPROVAL OF BRENDA JUDD AND ELISE JENSEN AS A VOLUNTEER DRIVER, OF A COUNTY OWNED VEHICLE, FOR JOE’S VALLEY FEST.

(7)
APPROVAL TO GIVE A $2.00 PH WAGE INCREASE TO NEW EMPLOYEES HIRED AFTER 7-15-26 AT THE ROAD SHOP WHO ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE A CDL AND OR HAZMAT CERTIFICATION.

(8)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF SIGNING OF LOS FOR WOLVERINE FUELS PROPOSAL TO OPERATE THE INTERMOUNTAIN POWER PLANT IN UTAH USING UTAH COAL.


DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FOR THE CONSENT AGENDA

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(2)
SAFETY MINUTE PRESENTATION-DENISE REID FERRON AND EMERY’S BRANCH LIBRARIAN.

Denise Reid presented information regarding safety for 1st Responders. 

(3)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS-670 DAYS WITHOUT A LOSS TIME INCIDENT

Full time employee:  Danielle Farley
Part time employee:  Natalie Olsen
Safety Sensitive employees:  Terry Seager and Tim Larsen

(4)
NOTICE OF AWARD PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR AIRPORT GROUNDSKEEPER.

Two RFQ proposals were received for consideration. They are Shawn Devereaux and Dal Guymon.  The proposals were reviewed by the Huntington Airport Advisory Board.   The Board recommended awarding to Shawn Devereaux.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to award the Huntington Groundskeeper to Shawn Deveraux.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 

(5)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY, 180 DAY MORATORIUM ON THE ACCEPTANCE, PROCESSING AND CONSIDERATION  OF LEVEL II AND LEVEL III CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATIONS.

Emery County has an ordinance drafted by the Planning & Zoning Board.  Commissioner Jensen explained that the current ordinance needs to be cleaned up.  Some of the sections contradict each other. This would be a moratorium on the acceptance, processing and consideration of new conditional use permits applications to give Planning and Zoning the time they need to strengthen the ordinance.  They may not need the full 180 day moratorium; they may get it done sooner.  Commissioner Worwood wanted to know if this will affect the permits that are already in place?  It was determined that it would not be retroactive.   Commissioner Jensen made a motion to approve an ordinance establishing a temporary, 180 day moratorium on the acceptance, process and consideration of Level II and Level III Conditional Use Permit Applications.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood wanted it to be clear whether this will affect things that have already been approved by the Planning and Zoning Board under the current ordinance?  Mr. Olsen did not draft the document and has not had an opportunity to review the document. He indicated that the language used states new applications. The wording could be more clear in that it does not address currently pending applications.  Commissioner Worwood commented that he is concerned that we change the rules in midstream.  He agrees that we need to clarify the ordinance with regard to Level II and Level III CUP.  The intent is to clean things up. 
The Commissioners will hold a Public Hearing on October 5, 2026 to receive comment on a Utility-Scale Solar Energy Systems Ordinance.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none     
(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND WHEELER FOR BACKHOE LOADER EFFECTIVE 08/2026-08/2027.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a rental agreement between Emery County and Wheeler for backhoe loader effective 08-2026/ 08-2027.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY VETERAN, BLIND,AND HOMEOWNER’S TAX ABATEMENTS

Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the Veteran, Blind, and Homewoner’s Tax Abatements for 2026.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.  
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY LOW INCOME TAX ABATEMENT FOR RYAN COWLEY, JAMES SMITH, RHETT WILCOX, AND BETTY HANSEN.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve low income abatements for Ryan Cowley, James Smith, Rhett Wilcox and Betty Hansen at 50% of the tax owing for 2026.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ANNUAL WELLNESS CLINIC TO BE PROVIDED BY SWELL HEALTH CLINIC, LOWELL MORRIS

Mary Huntington requested approval for the Annual Wellness Clinic to be held on October 28 & 29.  Service will be provided by Swell Health Clinic, Lowell Morris.  Employee spouses and dependents who participate will be billed to PEHP.  Those employees participating in the whole clinic will have blood drawn and should be fasting.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the Annual Wellness Clinic to be provided by Swell Health Clinic, Lowell Morris.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed. 
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none  

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY GIVING FULL TIME EMPLOYEES WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE WHOLE WELLNESS CLINIC 4 HOURS OF ACCRUED SICK LEAVE AND PART TIME EMPLOYEES WHO RECEIVE THE SICK LEAVE BENEFIT 2 HOURS OF ACCRUED SICK LEAVE.

Mary Huntington requested approval to give full time employees who participate in the whole Wellness Clinic 4 hours of accrued sick leave and part time employees who receive the sick leave benefit 2 hours of accrued sick leave.  She indicated that they had 75 employees participate last year.   Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve giving full time and part time employees who participate in the whole Wellness Clinic the accrued sick leave as requested.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PAYING THE COST FOR ALL PART TIME EMPLOYEES TO GET FLU SHOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ANNUAL WELLNESS CLINIC.

Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve to pay the cost for all part time employees to get the flu shot in conjunction with the annual Wellness Clinic.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none
  







(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY INCLUDING PART TIME EMPLOYEES  WHO WORK 20-29 HOURS PER WEEK TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WHOLE WELLNESS CLINIC.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve including part time employees who work 29 hours per week to participate in the whole Wellness Clinic.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ACCEPTANCE OF 2026-2027 BORROWER SUPPORT GRANT.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to accept the 2026-2027 Borrower Support Grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CED BOARD RECOMMENDATION TO HIRE AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CARBON COUNTY.

Commissioner Leonard explained that the Community Economic Development Board has recommended hiring an Economic Development Consultant in partnership with Carbon County.  This would be a consultant/lobbyist.  We needed to determine whether we wanted to partner with Carbon County or go out on our own.  As a county we need transparency with regards to projects that we want lobbied for us as a county such as high level projects that will help us at a state level.  Carbon County’s participation is contingent upon Emery County’s partnership.  The board recommended advertising for an RFQ for a consultant in partnership with Carbon County.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to move forward with advertising an RFQ for an Economic Development Consultant in partnership with Carbon County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none
   



(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY SELECTING BUSKIN PRODUCATIONS TO PRODUCE A VISITOR INFORMATION VIDEO

Travel Director AnnDee Mead explained that last year the Travel Bureau got approval to advertise an RFQ to compose a list of individuals/companies who will work to create helpful videos to share with the public that will encourage visitors to visit responsibly.   Buskin Productions will work with the Sheriff’s Office, State Parks, BLM, and others to produce visitor information.  The cost is $2,500 for a production video that could be put on Youtube, 20-45 second reels on locations as well as other videos.   Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve selection of Buskin Productions to produce a visitor information video.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY 2026 CO-OP MARKETING GRANT CONTRACT.

AnnDee Mead requested approval of 2026 Co-Op Marketing Grant Contract.  AnnDee indicated that they received word of grant approval in the amount of $38,500.  This is a 50/50 match grant.  The funds will be used for event marketing, event registrations, social media and streaming.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the 2026 Co-Op Marketing Grant Contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          DEnnis Worwood
NAY:  None

(17)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERGENCY LETTER OF REQUEST FOR EWP ASSISTANCE IN REGARDS TO THE AUGUST 29, 2026 FLOODING EVENTS THROUGHOUT EMERY COUNTY.

This is in regard to the August 29, 2026 flooding events throughout Emery County.  Emery County is seeking assistance through Emergency Watershed Protection to help mitigate the flooding and keep the water on the mountain. The funds will be used to create catch/retainage basins or repair catch basins we already have. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve an emergency letter for request for EWP Assistance in regards to the August 29, 2026 flooding events throughout Emery County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.   The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
ANY:  none 


(18)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR THE CLAWSON 1 SOLAR POWER GENERATION AND ENERGY STORAGE PROJECT.

A Resolution was presented for a Conditional Use permit for the Clawson I Solar Power Generation and Energy Storage Project. The conditions of the CUP are addressed in the Resolution.  Commissioner Leonard explained that this has been talked about for over a year.  His concern is that the adjacent land owners would have an opportunity to review this.  He would like to have an ordinance in place before we approve this. Even though an ordinance in place may not affect this project.  He would like to table approval for two weeks.  Commissioner Worwood is not clear on how a new ordinance would have bearing on a project that is this far in the process.  Commissioner Leonard made a motion to table this item until after the October 5 Public Hearing on the Solar ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood voted nay.
AYE:  Jordan Leoanrd
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  Dennis Worwood

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a  motion to leave the regular meeting and enter into a closed session to discuss strategy regarding pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(19)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ENTERING INTO A CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO UTAH CODE 52-4-205 (1) (C) FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING STRATEGY REGARDING PENDING OR REASONABLY IMMINENT LITIGATION

Present at the closed session was:
Commissioner Dennis Worwood
Commissioner Keven Jensen
Commissioner Jordan Leonard
Attorney Mike Olsen
Samantha Johnson
Sheriff Tyson Huntington
Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox

The Closed session ended and the Commissioners returned to the regular agenda.

(20)
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS

Commissioner Leonard reported on Lunch and Learn to be held at Fossil Rock.
Melon Days is in Green River on Friday and Saturday September 18/19, 2026 
Joe's Valley Bouldering Fest coming up October 1-4

(21)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, Seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none




ATTEST______________________ COMMISSIONER____________________________  



			
