

[image: Graphical user interface, text, application, chat or text message

Description automatically generated]
MINUTES
Wasatch Conservation District
Regular Meeting, July 8, 2026
WCWEP office, Heber City, Utah 

ATTENDANCE:
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[bookmark: _heading=h.gb9e0i78g4vh]Conservation District (CD) Supervisors
Addison Hicken, District Chair
Edd Sabey, Treasurer
George Muir, Supervisor 
Allan Sulser, Supervisor
Ed Clyde, Supervisor

Conservation District Supervisors, Absent
Edd Sabey, Supervisor

Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Daniel Gunnell, Resource Coordinator-absent
Rachel Winder, Conservation Planner 
Logan Davis, Conservation Planner-absent

Conservation District Staff:
Heidi Hortin, Clerk

NRCS
Jenny Jo Cox, NRCS
Alisha Franco, NRCS-absent

USU Extension
Wesley Crump-absent
Elizabeth Cohen-absent

County 
Luke Searle, Wasatch Co Commissioner



Others
Sandy Wingert, DWQ - absent
Taylor Deppen, NRCS/DNR- absent
Hugh Barker, Daniels Irrigation board 



CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
9:00 a.m. - Addsion Hicken, WCD Chair, calls the Wasatch Conservation District meeting, held July 8, 2026, to order. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES *
[bookmark: _heading=h.owmsafpjg4p8]Addison Hicken, WCD Chair, asks for motion to approve the updated July agenda as submitted. The motion was made by Ed Clyde, WCD supervisor, and 2nd motion was made by George Muir, WCD supervisor. The Board voted and approved the current agenda. Addison Hicken, WCD Chair, asks for motion to approve submitted June 2026 minutes. The motion was made by Ed Clyde, WCD supervisor, and the 2nd motion was made by George Muir, WCD supervisor.  The board voted and approved the June 2026 minutes. 

EXTENSION REPORT
-
Hugh Barker, Daniels Irrigation: Hugh Barker reported that fiber-optic boring, damaged Daniel Irrigation’s 16-inch Transit line near the Port of Entry in early May. The line failure sent rocks into the irrigation system, forcing extensive flushing and repairs.
Replacement work included 65 feet of new 16-inch line at a cost of roughly $35,000. The boring company refused to cover costs; litigation was considered but deemed too expensive. Board discussed the significant agricultural impact on water users and fields during the critical spring irrigation season. The Wasatch Conservation District board decided to support the repairs to help with conservation efforts. Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman asked for motion to approve $10,000 payment to Daniels Irrigation Company for valve and pipe repair work. The motion was made by Allan Suler, WCD Supervisor and 2nd motion was made by Ed Clyde, WCD Supervisor. The board voted and approved the payment. Daniels Irrigation will send Heidi Hortin, WCD secretary, an invoice for the $10,000 payment. 

Luke Searle, Wasatch County Commissioner: Luke Searle updated Wasatch Conservation District regarding the following issues; Maverick Rock Mine Settlement: County council approved a settlement agreement to avoid potential financial liability while continuing to appeal a court ruling allowing the operation to be treated as an expansion rather than a new mine. The board discussed concerns about proximity to Daniel community and the potential for larger future operations. Lundeen Farm: Conservation easement completed in Midway. Heber City Annexation MOU: Upcoming County council item to address where Heber City can annex, particularly preserving land west of existing Highway 40. Discussion of the UDOT bypass road was also discussed. Northfield / “Slope” Development Concerns:
Ed Clyde raised significant water and construction compliance concerns regarding the Slope development in the North Fields: - Groundwater is being pumped directly into Northfield Irrigation Company canals. - A new drainage ditch is capturing sub-irrigation return flows. - No stamped engineering drawings have been provided. - Fill material and inspection documentation have not been verified. - Meetings with the developer/engineers have been canceled or unanswered. Rachel Winder, UDAF confirmed Division of Water Quality has indicated the project is currently within its permit but agreed to relay the irrigation company’s concerns to Sandy Wingert. Jenny Jo Cox, NRCS suggested the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers may be a relevant enforcement avenue for unauthorized water discharges, draining, or wetlands impacts.

ZONE UDAF REPORT
Rachel Winder, Conservation planner, update: Rachel presented two proposed nonpoint source contracts: - George Muir property (Main Creek, Wallsburg): $10,000 for erosion mitigation, reseeding, planting, and possible low-tech stream structures. - Dale Mecham property (Cobble Creek, Wallsburg): Funding for seeding, shrubs, and tree planting for stream stabilization. Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman asks for motion to approved signing non-point source contracts. The motion was made by Allan Sulser, WCD Supervisor and 2nd motion was made by Ed Clyde, WCD Supervisor. Board approved signing both NRCS contracts. Also discussed were future priority NRCS projects include fencing at the urban-agriculture interface, high tunnel availability, irrigation improvements, and groundwater recharge considerations. Producers are encouraged to share project ideas with NRCS.

NRCS REPORT
Jenny Jo Cox, NRCS update: Jenny Jo Cox discussed future priority NRCS projects include fencing at the urban-agriculture interface, high tunnel availability, irrigation improvements, and groundwater recharge considerations. Producers are encouraged to share project ideas with NRCS.

      FINANCIAL REPORT*
[bookmark: _heading=h.nh9zw4xqizr9]Heidi Hortin, WCD clerk, update: Heidi Hortin provided the monthly QuickBooks financial report for the WCD board review. The checking account balance is $102,576.33 and the money market account balance is $53,207.86. All accounts were reconciled and match the bank statement. Also discussed was the new financial FY27 is underway. The clerk contract for the upcoming year was discussed and the board approved signing the clerk contract for FY27 Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman asks for motion to sign the FY27 clerk contract. The motion was made by Allan Sulser, WCD Supervisor and 2nd motion was made by Ed Clyde, WCD Supervisor. The board voted and approved the clerk’s contract. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]10:30 a.m. - Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman, asks for motion to adjourn the WCD meeting. The motion was made by George Muir, WCD supervisor and 2nd motion was made by Allan Sulser, WCD supervisor. The board voted and approved to adjourn the meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS
· Hugh Barker / Daniel Irrigation: Submit invoice to Heidi for $10,000.
·  Rachel Wingert: Relay Northfield water concerns to Sandy Wingert; report back.
· Luke Searle: Follow up with Russ Funk; continue coordinating county/city bypass and annexation efforts.
·  Jenny Jo Cox: Provide Army Corps of Engineers contact information to Ed Clyde.
·  Hugh Barker/ Daniel Irrigation: Contact Daniel Gunnell regarding state Water Optimization and other grant opportunities.
·  Ed Clyde / Northfield Irrigation: Continue documenting compliance gaps and coordinate with Army Corps if appropriate.
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