Beaver County Commission Work Meeting
Beaver, UT 84713
September 15, 2026

The Board of County Commissioners met on September 15, 2026 10:00 a.m. for its Commission Work Meeting.   Attending were:  Commissioner Wade Hollingshead, Chairman; Commissioner Tammy Pearson; Commissioner Brandon Yardley; Ginger McMullin, Clerk/Auditor; Matt Sterzer, Commission Coordinator; Chloee Anderson, Assistant Commission Coordinator and Von Christiansen, County Attorney.

Comm. Hollingshead called the meeting to order.
A prayer was offered by Matt Sterzer, Commission Coordinator.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chloee Anderson, Assistant Commission Coordinator.
Review and Approve County Bills. A motion to approve the County Bills was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Ratify EWP Exigent Extension Request Letter. The County requested a 90-day extension due to time constraints that made it difficult to complete the required debris removal from the canyons and channels and the work at Three Creeks within the original timeframe. A motion to ratify the EWP Exigent Extension Request Letter was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Ratify UORG Amendment – Tushar Restoration Project. Due to the Cottonwood Fire, Beaver County requested an extension of the Tushar Restoration Project grant because of limited accessibility and difficulty securing contractors to complete the work. A motion to ratify the amendment to the Tushar Restoration Project was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Ratify U.S. SBA Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience No Cost Space Agreement. The County has provided the Small Business Administration (SBA) with the use of a room at no cost to assist with disaster recovery efforts. A motion to ratify the U.S. SBA Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience No Cost Space Agreement was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Puffer Lake Exhibits to Conservation Easement Discussion. Attorney Von Christiansen led the discussion regarding Exhibits “A,” “B,” and “C” of the Puffer Lake Conservation Easement. It was discussed that Exhibit “A,” which contains a map of the area, may be outdated and may need to be updated prior to approval. The matter was tabled for further review.
Joint Development Agreement Proposal – SIXCO. Derrick Hembd and Bill Vinnicombe, SIXCO, met with the Commission to discuss a Joint Development Agreement for an energy-oriented infrastructure project. The proposal includes a lease option for approximately 120 acres of County-owned property for a term of 18 months with an option payment of $10. A motion to authorize signature on the Real Estate Lease Option with SIXCO was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous. A motion to authorize signature on the Joint Development Agreement with SIXCO was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Utah FORGE Update. Christopher Katis and Gosia Skowron, Utah FORGE, met with the Commission and provided an update on the activities and progress of the Utah FORGE project.
Commission Updates. Comm. Pearson reported that she had been invited to participate in a roundtable discussion with the Secretary of the Interior, including discussion regarding wildfire disasters. She also reported that the America 250 Committee had gifted Beaver County a copy of the Declaration of Independence. Comm. Yardley updated the Commission on activities of the Road Department throughout Beaver County.
Award Contractor Bids – EWP Funding. Parker Vercimak, Jones & DeMille Engineering, reviewed the bids received for debris removal along North Creek and the Beaver River and for work at Three Creeks. Sixteen bids were received for the EWP Project. Jones & DeMille recommended awarding the five schedules to Suncor, Henrie Excavating, Schmidt Construction, Silver Spur Construction, and TS&J Construction LLC.
A motion to award Schedule #1 to Suncor in the amount of $105,414.00 was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
A motion to award Schedule #2 to Henrie Excavating in the amount of $107,290.00 was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
A motion to award Schedule #3 to Schmidt Construction in the amount of $187,450.00 was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
A motion to award Schedule #4 to Silver Spur Construction in the amount of $116,520.00 was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
A motion to award Schedule #5 to TS&J Construction LLC in the amount of $101,688.00 was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Railroad Crossing Discussion. Les Whitney, Beaver County EMPG, and Comm. Brandon Yardley discussed concerns regarding the railroad crossings in Milford, emergency access routes, and accessibility restrictions. Comm. Yardley discussed UDOT’s authority related to rail crossings and stated that he would contact UDOT regarding concerns with both the north and south crossings. Mr. Whitney expressed the need for crossing arms at both crossings. The Commission will continue to discuss the issue as additional information becomes available.
Consider High Visibility Enforcement Overtime Agreement. Ginger McMullin, Clerk/Auditor, discussed the High Visibility Enforcement Overtime Agreement and the need for authorization to continue receiving reimbursement from the State of Utah for overtime costs associated with DUI enforcement shifts. A motion to authorize signature on the High Visibility Enforcement Overtime Agreement was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Adjourn Until 5:00 p.m. The Commission meeting was adjourned until 5:00 p.m.
Commission Meeting Reconvened at 5:00 p.m.
FERVO and Google Presentation – Potential Data Center Project. Sarah Jewett, FERVO; Tristine Payfer, Google; Robbie Lynn, Google; Scott Ziance, Google; and Jessie Ho, Google, met with the Commission to present information regarding a potential data center project in Beaver County. FERVO has developed a commercial partnership with Google related to geothermal energy. The proposed project would utilize geothermal energy and a non-evaporative, closed-loop cooling system. Representatives stated that, at full operation, the project could employ approximately 100 people in well-paying positions. Google offered to host a tour of an existing Google campus to provide the Commission with an opportunity to learn more about Google’s data center operations.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
** Some portions of these minutes were edited with assistance from ChatGPT for formatting and clarity.

