WASATCH COUNTY B
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MASTER PLAN PUBLIC SURVEY iRy

Wasatch County Parks and Recreation received 561 responses to its master plan survey.
Respondents expressed strong support for parks and recreation as part of the county’s quality
of life: 81.1% said local parks and recreation opportunities are essential, and 54.3% reported
using a county park or recreation facility at least once a week.

SURVEY DEMOGRAPHIC

Household Composition:

558 responses

Community of Residence: Please select one.

559 responses

Children Under Age 5 |97 (17.4%)

Children Ages; 5-12 235 (42.1%)

Heber City 343 (61.4%)

Teens; Ages 13-17 228 (40.9%) Midway 118 (21.1%)

Charleston 7 (1.3%)
Adults; Ages 18-64 —384 (68.8%) Daniel 19 (3.4%)
Wallsburg 22 (3.9%)
Adults; Ages 65+ 99 (17.7%) Hideout |0 (0%)
0 100 200 300 400 Interlaken |2 (0.4%)
Timber Lakes 8 (1.4%)

Unincorporated Wasatch County 42 (7.5%)

Outside of Wasatch County 6 (1.1%)
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QUALITY OF LIFE

When you think about the things that contribute to the quality of life in Wasatch County, would you

say that local parks and recreation opportunities are:
557 responses

@ Essential
@ Important, but not essential

More of a luxury than a necessity
@ Don't know

81.1% How often do you visit or use a Wasatch County park or recreation facility (including the Recreation

Center, South Field Park, Veteran's Park, Event Complex, or Senior Center)?
558 responses

@ At least once per week
@ Two or three times a month

About once a month
10.8% @ Two or three times over one year
_ @ Do not visit local public parks or

recreation facilities
@ Don't know
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Summer 2026 The results reflect the views of survey respondents via social media, open houses, mailers, and word of mouth.

Participation was voluntary, and the number of responses varied by question.




FACILITY VISITATION

What would you say are the main reasons you visited Wasatch County facilities within the last year:
556 responses

Event Complex Events 260 (46.8%)
Courts (Indoor/Outdoor) 279 (50.2%)
Athletic Fields (Indoor/O... 274 (49.3%)
Recreation Programs/CI... 206 (37.1%)
Fair Days/Community E... 324 (58.3%)
Senior Center 45 (8.1%)
Trails: walk/run/bike (Le... 263 (47.3%)
Relaxation 132 (23.7%)
Family or Company Gat... 140 (25.2%)
Playgrounds 220 (39.6%)
Pump Track/Skate Park 159 (28.6%)
Other Recreation Amenit... —58 (10.4%)

Additional Write-In Answers

Respondents described using a wide range of recreation opportunities, including trails and walking
paths, sports fields and courts, the Recreation Center walking track, swimming facilities, and the
Event Complex. They also mentioned activities for children and families, horseback riding, dog
walks, and interest in options such as disc golf, cornhole, and a golf simulator.

What barriers, if any, prevent you or members of your household from participating in parks,

recreation facilities, programs or events?
540 responses

Lack of Time

Cost of programs, activities, or events

Lack of Transportaiton or Distance

Lack of information or awareness

Programs are not offered at convenient times
Limited availability of desired programs
Adaptive or health recreation needs are not adequately met
Language barriers

Childcare responsibilities

No barriers currently exist

Not enough tennis courtsf—2 (0.4%)

174 (32.2%)
73 (13.5%)

177 (32.8%)

59 (10.9%)
129 (23.9%)

156 (28.9%)

Additional Write-In Answers

Written responses added detail to the survey's numerical results. Respondents raised concerns
about access to tennis courts, crowded pickleball courts, playground equipment, dog-friendly trails
and parks, and the availability of programs for younger children. Several requested Sunday hours
or events, more convenient program times, and improvements to the registration website. Other
suggestions included an outdoor pool, an indoor ice rink, and skate park improvements.
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RECREATION NEEDS

Respondents identified areas where additional amenities may be needed. More than half of those who rated paved
pedestrian and bicycle trails said there are not enough (299 of 535). Respondents also identified a need for more
hiking and biking trails (243 of 523), shaded picnic and passive-use areas (241 of 526), and playgrounds (227 of
524). Among indoor facilities, 194 of 524 respondents said there are not enough indoor turf fields.

When it comes to meeting the recreational needs of the community by way of FACILITIES, would you say there are
currently:

[ Not Enough [l About the Right Number [ More than Enough [l Don't Know

200
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Indoor Batting Cages Indoor Turf Fields Community Gathering Event Complex Event Complex Arena Parking
Rooms Available for Stalling Open Ride
Rent

When it comes to meeting the recreational needs of the community by way of AMENITIES, would you say there are currently:

I Not Enough [l About the Right Number I More than Enough [l Don't Know

0

Pickleball  Racquetball Basketball/ Tennis Outdoor Baseball/  Playgrounds Picnic Paved Hiking/Biking Recreation ~ Outdoor  Pump Track/
Courts Courts Volleyball Courts Soccer/ Softball Pavilions/  Pedestrian/ Trails Programs  Turf Fields ~ Skate Park
Courts Multipurpose Fields Shaded  Bicycle Trails
Fields Passive-Use
Areas
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PRESERVATION & ENHANCEMENT

Preserving existing spaces was a clear priority. Among those who answered the question, 88.3% said preserving
and enhancing recreational facilities and open space at regional parks is very or extremely important. When
asked about future growth, 73.9% preferred preserving existing park land and recreational facilities, even if that
limits other development opportunities. Maintaining existing facilities also received the most first-place rankings
among the five priorities presented for the next 10-15 years.

How important is it to you that Wasatch County Parks & Recreation preserves and enhances
existing recreational facilities and open space wi...ch as Veterans Memorial Park and South Field Park?

521 responses

@ Extremely Important
@ Very Important

@ Somewhat Important
@ Not Very Important
@ Not Important at All

When planning for future growth, which statement best reflects your preference for regional parks
such as Veterans Memorial Park South Field Park?

517 responses

@ Preserve existing park land and
recreational facilities, even if it limits
other development opportunities.

@ Allow portions of existing park land to be
repurposed if it supports other
community needs.

@ No preference.

Over the next 10-15 years, what would be the top priority for Wasatch County Parks and Recreation?

I 1 (Mostimportant) [l 2 03 [l 4 M 5 (LeastImportant)

200
) Jllll_llIIL IIIII_IIIII
. l.l _
Maintain existing facilities Build new parks Expand inter-park Develop indoor recreation Increase programs and
connectivity facilities events
(
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COMMUNICATION & INFORMATION

The survey also points to an opportunity to improve communication. Lack of information was cited as a
participation barrier by 32.8% of respondents, nearly as many as cited lack of time (32.2%). Word of mouth,
social media, and the Parks and Recreation website were the most commonly selected ways respondents learn
about opportunities. These findings can help guide how the department protects existing assets, evaluates future
improvements, and connects residents with programs and facilities.

How do you typically learn about Wasatch County Parks & Recreation programs, facilities, events,
and opportunities?

549 responses

Parks and Recreation Website
Social Media: Facebook & In...
E-Newsletters & Email Com...
Local Newspaper, News Out...
Recreation Connection New...

281 (51.2%)
285 (51.9%)

160 (29.1%)

)
117 (21.3%)

Community Events
Facility Signage
Word of Mouth

87 (15.8%)
60 (10.9%)

320 (58.3%)

| do not currently receive inf... 23 (4.2%)

I3 (0.5%)
Mailer}—2 (0.4%)
I go by it all the time.}—1 (0.2%)
Utility bill-Heber City newslet...}—1 (0.2%)
Papers the schools send ho...}—1 (0.2%)
>—1(0.2%)
Schools}—1 (0.2%)
Employed by Wasatch Co. P...}—1 (0.2%)
on my utilizes bill when they...}—1 (0.2%)
School|—1 (0.2%)
Al research online}—1 (0.2%)
School fliers}—1 (0.2%)

0 100 200 300 400

Overall, how informed do you feel about Parks & Recreation opportunities available in Wasatch

County?
552 responses

300

200 214 (38.8%)

146 (26.4%)

100
92 (16.7%)

60 (10.9%)
40 (7.2%)

1 2 3 4 5
Very Uninformed

Very Informed
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