	Manti City Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting

	Minutes
September 3, 2026
4:30 PM
	
	
	


Manti City Building 
50 South Main Street


	

	Type of meeting
	Historic Preservation Commission Meeting

	ATtendees
	Members:  Shannon Miller, Terry Spallino, Niki Covington, and Kaye Crane
Also present: City Planner McKay Muhlestein

	ABsent
	Members:  City Council Member Mary Pipes, and Recorder Matt Gray

	welcome
	Chairperson Shannon Miller

	
Regular Meeting


	[bookmark: MinuteTopic][bookmark: MinuteItems][bookmark: MinuteDiscussion]ITEM 1
	Consideration of approval for minutes of the meeting of August 6, 2026

	The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) reviewed the minutes from August 6, 2026. Chairperson Miller noted a correction in the minutes. She wanted it corrected that she had attended the event with the Utah Preservation Group. HPC Member Terry Spallino moved to approve the meeting minutes from June 22, 2026 with the needed correction and was seconded by HPC Member Niki Covington.  Members voting “aye”:  Shannon Miller, Terry Spallino, Niki Covington, and Kaye Crane. Members voting “nay”:  none.  

	ACTION TAKEN
	

	Approval of the HPC minutes from August 6, 2026.



	ITEM 2 
	Roger Roper – Mormon Pioneer National Heritage Area Board

	Commission Chair Shannon Miller proposed striking items 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 from that meeting’s discussion so that Roger Roper would have sufficient time to present and answer questions. She then turned the time over to Roger Roper a preservation expert and former Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer in Utah and Oregon. He shared guidance on how Manti can better organize its historic preservation efforts, especially as the city works toward becoming recertified as a historical Certified Local Government (CLG). He explained that the CLG program allows local governments to partner with the State Historic Preservation Office and become eligible for preservation grants. He emphasized that communities like Manti do not need to have a committee full of technical experts to participate; committed local people who care about historic buildings and community identity are an important part of the process.
A major topic was the need to update Manti’s historic building survey. Mr. Roper explained that a reconnaissance-level survey is usually the first step. This type of survey visually documents buildings, notes whether they are roughly 50 years old or older, and identifies whether they still look mostly like they did historically. The survey helps the city understand where important historic resources are located and whether there may be potential historic districts or individual buildings worth nominating to the National Register. There was discussion about whether Manti City could do some of this survey work in-house rather than hiring a consultant. Because city staff and commission members have relevant planning, preservation, GIS, and survey experience, Mr. Roper suggested they talk with State Historic Preservation Office staff to see whether local work could count. This would help especially as part of the matching requirement for a CLG grant. Mr. Roper also talked about the difference between creating a full historic district and using a multiple property nomination. A historic district can sometimes make property owners nervous because they may fear regulations or loss of property rights. A multiple property nomination, on the other hand, lets the city identify individual buildings connected by shared themes, such as settlement-era homes, Main Street commercial buildings, livestock and sheep industry history, institutional buildings, or other parts of Manti’s story. This approach could be less controversial and easier to accomplish in phases. The HPC discussed Main Street revitalization and the challenge of balancing preservation goals with the practical needs of business owners. Some local business owners feel that design guidelines make renovations more expensive or difficult, especially when many historic commercial buildings need interior upgrades like electrical, plumbing, HVAC, roofs, and basic functionality. Mr. Roper encouraged the commission to focus on incentives rather than restrictions, noting that “the carrot works better than the stick.” 
Several funding sources were discussed, including:
· CLG grants, which can support preservation planning and surveys
· Main Street grants, especially once Manti reaches the appropriate program tier
· National Mormon Pioneer Heritage Area funding, through Mont Bona, which can support historic building projects, tourism, economic development, and community uses
· State historic tax credits, which may help owners of historic homes
· Possible low-interest preservation loans through preservation organizations
Mr. Roper noted that Heritage Area funding may be especially useful because it is flexible and does not always require a building to already be listed on the National Register. Past or potential local examples discussed included work on the Patton House, the DUP memorial near the cemetery, and possible improvements to performance spaces in historic buildings. The conversation also turned to murals, public art, and using artists as part of downtown revitalization. Mr. Roper pointed to places like Helper and Price, Utah as examples of communities where art, historic buildings, and economic development have worked together. Helper, Utah was discussed as a particularly useful model because artists helped bring life back to vacant historic buildings before broader investment followed. The commission expressed interest in inviting Helper’s mayor, Lenise Peterman, to speak at a future meeting or public hearing. The commission also talked about specific local historic resources and stories that may deserve more attention, including:
· Settlement-era buildings
· Main Street commercial buildings
· The old pea factory
· Former rail-related areas
· Agricultural and canning industry history
· The Eva Beal Auditorium located in City Hall
· The John Crawford home, which was represented on pins handed out at the end of the meeting
Mr. Roper encouraged the commission to “steal ideas” from other communities and learn from places like Mount Pleasant, Spring City, Farmington, Brigham City, Helper, Price, Payson, Spanish Fork, and Springville. He also suggested looking into reviving or connecting with traditional building skills education, possibly through Snow College or former Traditional Building Skills Institute contacts. This could support Manti’s goal of becoming a hub for historic craftsmanship and preservation-related economic development.


	
	Item 3
	Review General Plan Status

	City Planner McKay Muhlestein briefly addressed the General Plan item before it was deferred. He said he would email commission members case studies and examples from other cities, particularly related to goals sections in general plans. The city is currently working on setting goals, and commission members were asked to review the materials and provide feedback.



	Item 4
	Review of Goals

	Commission Chair struck this item from the agenda, but will be discussed in the next meeting.



	Item 5
	Adopt a Purpose

	 Commission Chair struck this item from the agenda, but will be discussed in the next meeting.



	Item 6
	Commission Member Reports

	Commission Member Miller
- Commission Chair struck this item from the agenda, but will be discussed in the next meeting.
Commission Member Spallino
- No report.
Commission Member Covington
- No report.
Commission Member Crane
- No report. 



	Item 7
	Public Comment

	No public comments were made.



	Item 8
	Assignments

	 Commission Chair struck this item from the agenda, but will be discussed in the next meeting.



	Item 9
	Adjournment

	After the meeting conversation the commission chairperson Shannon Miller requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.
HPC Member Niki Covington moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by HPC Member Kaye Crane.  Members voting “aye”:  Shannon Miller, Terry Spallino, Niki Covington, and Kaye Crane. Members voting “nay”:  none.



	adjourned
	5:33 P.M.

	NEXT MEETING DATE
	October 1, 2026






2

