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MINUTES
September 16, 2026
7:00 p.m.

City Council Chambers, Taylorsville City Hall

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd.

Taylorsville, Utah 84129

Attendance:
City Staff:

Kristie Overson, Chief Executive Officer
John Taylor, RDA Treasurer
Meredith Harker, Board Member
Brittany Kempff, RDA Secretary
Bob Knudsen, Board Member
Dina Blaes, Chief of Strategic Engagement
Ernest Burgess, Board Member
Scott Harrington, CFO
Curt Cochran, Board Member 
Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney
Anna Barbieri, Board Chair
Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director

Chief Cottam, Police Chief


UFA Battalion Chief Rich

Public in attendance: Paxton Guymon
Board Chair Barberi called the Redevelopment Agency of Taylorsville City Board Meeting to order at 8:07 PM and welcomed all who were in attendance. RDA Secretary Brittany Kempff conducted a Roll Call, wherein all Board Members were present.
1. Approval Of Regular Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2026
Board Chair Barbieri called for a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on August 19, 2026. Board Member Harker made a motion to approve the minutes for the RDA meeting on August 19, 2026. Board Member Knudsen seconded the motion. Board Chair Barberi called for a roll call, in which all voted yes, and the approval of minutes passed unanimously.
2. State Affordable Housing Infrastructure Grant Program – Letter of support to accompany the city’s application – Dina Blaes 
Dina Bales explained that she gave all members a draft recommendation letter for AHIG (Affordable Housing Infrastructure Grant program). She explained that it was established by the State of Utah. She advised it has two components to it, the AHIG is the Salt Lake County Program, they have a grant program. This program is specifically designed for infrastructure improvements that will result in the unlocking of intensified development on land for affordable housing. It is intended to serve residents at 120% of area medium income, when they are involved in for sale units. Dina advised this is part of the sewar improvements that Mr. Guymon talked about during his presentation to them earlier, for the 316 condo units in the 5400 South Bangerter Highway URA project area. 
She continued to advise that the AHIG requires up to 500 affordable housing units to be able to apply for the grant. She then explained yes that we talked about doing up to 30 affordable housing units. The AHIG board passed a resolution in July, acknowledging that this 120% of area medium income is an important benchmark regarding the household income. The AHIG board authorized that if you can produce a unit that is smaller than 1,750 sq. feet you could apply for the grant. All the units in this development will not exceed 1,726 sq. feet. So, all 316 units are eligible for funding in this program. Dina then referred to the letter she previously provided, stating that $20,000.00 in grant funds is available for each affordable unit. That results in us being able to seek a grant for $6.3 million dollars for the area, to unlock all the sewer improvements that we have been looking at, in addition to roadway improvements. Dina explained we are hoping the AHIG board will see this favorably. Dina then opened it up for questions. 
Board Member Cochran asked if this was in addition to the 16-million-dollar cost of the sewar? Dina explained that originally under the Volta project there were estimated costs of 16 million dollars for the sewer improvements. Dina explained that over the past year we were able to successfully work with Taylorsville Bennion Improvement District and Kearns Improvement District to effectively bring the sewar cost down substantially. This would help us with the capacity that are required system wide. She explained that we need to make some improvements on 36th West, in addition to the improvements north of 5400 South, that will be required to help unlock the intensified development. Board Member Cochran asked if this would help pay for that? Dinas advised yes, it would. 
Board Member Burgess asked about infrastructure and the $50,000 dollars. Dina explained that $50,000.00 is part of the grant and it was what we would have to pay for systemic sewer improvements that we need. Board member Burgess asked if the rest of it would be paid through the other system? Dina advised that if we are successful in getting the full grant, it will pay for all of it. 
Dina explained her thanks to Taylorsville Bennion and Kearns Improvement District, because it was literally sitting down talking about what could be done. That is how they were able to bring the cost down. Dina then asked for a motion to accept the letter of support to be included in the application to AHIG.
Board Member Harker called for a motion to approve very highly the AHIG letter of support to accompany the city’s application. Board Member Cochran seconded the motion. There was a roll call in which all members voted yes, and the motion passed unanimously.
3. Discussion of Incentive to Support Affordable Housing – Dina Blaes
Dina Blaes introduced the RDA’s approach to housing incentives. She stated that she will be bringing back a developer participation agreement to them on October 7th. She then explained the financial resources that the RDA is willing to contribute to the development of the housing units. She explained that the RDA is willing to provide up to $30,000.00 per housing unit, she reminded the council that it was the 30 units previously discussed during the land use presentations in prior meetings. The $30,000.00 would go to the buyer in the form of a junior lien, not a grant. If the buyer decides to sell in year one, they would need to pay the entire amount back, however we are trying to extend the homeowner period to 16 years. At 16 years they would owe the RDA zero dollars. In the first year, it would be the full amount, every year following it would be a reduction of $2,000.00 per year to incentivize the owner occupant to stay in the unit for as long as possible to enjoy the benefit. Dina then explained how it would work if an owner was to do this and some challenges that it represents. 
Once the developer is out of the picture it puts the ownness on the RDA staff to make sure that we are communicating with brokers in our community and communicating with the buyer of the unit. We can then explain to them how the RDA could possibly assist with the affordability component for as long as possible. 

Board Member Harker then asked if she was the buyer, would the $30,000.00 be something she gets knocked off the price? Dina explained that it could be used as a down payment. Board Member Harker then asked if she lived there for 17 years, she would never have to repay it. Dina Blaes advised that was correct. 

Dina explained that some of the other cities are doing things different, such as a grants, or controlling how much they could potentially sell the unit for. In our program, our buyers will be helping build equity. Due to lower interest rates, due to Edge Homes $30,000.00 funds match, to lower the interest rate. These are things that help someone get into home ownership without the negative aspect of the financial windfall. 
Board Chair Barbieri asked if the property goes up in value by 5%, does the homeowner get to keep the 5% when they sale? Dina advised that yes, they would sell it for whatever the market would support. 

Board Member Burgess asked what the first-year interest would be? Dina explained that is an important question, she then explained how it would work. If you have at least a 700 credit score the interest rate would be 1.9% in the first year, the second year the interest would be 2.9% and 3.9% for the next five years. This is important to understand how critical this is. If you were someone with a credit score of 685 or 650 the interest rate will still be stepped down but it will just be a little higher. 
Dina Blaes then explained the problem we are trying to solve, which is owner occupancy. Right now, Taylorsville has an owner occupancy of 71% where the county is only 66%, but we know the next generation are not the strata of owner occupancy due to affordability.  The affordability is the second piece that is important. The medium home price in Taylorsville is $496,000.00 for both single family detached and condo units. For people to afford it is very difficult, so the $30,000.00 down payment assistance and the interest buy down, is going to open the market for people like firefighters, police officers, teachers and other essential professionals. The other big issue is wealth creation; statistics are showing now that the wealth disparity between homeowners and renters is huge. Homeowners have much more money due to equity, renters have much less. For families to see a healthy financial status and growth we need to encourage home ownership. 
Dina continued to explain that mortgage underwriting by credit score between 2020 and 2025, there was a 73% decline in mortgage underwriting for people with credit scores between 600-699, which is typical of most household in the United States. Housing type is also important, in Taylorsville we have 61% single family dwellings, 22% are apartments and 2% are town homes, which means there is a housing type that you don’t even have a choice to buy in Taylorsville, because it is not available due to not being built. 
Dina then advised she had to talk about the update on the disposition of public property. The state law changed this year. We have a sign on the property at 5400 South and Bangerter offering it for sale, we are still vetting proposals. On October 7th we will have a closed session to talk about the proposals and then reconvene in a public meeting to talk about the purchase of that parcel. 
Board Chair Barberi asked Dina where she came up with this idea and thanked her for her work and Dina’s attendance at all the meetings. She also thanked the State of Utah for allowing cities to get creative to solve this issue. Dina appreciated it, and advised that she cannot take full credit, it is all going to conferences and hearing what other people have been doing then having the perfect storm of everything coming together. The right property, the right developer, the willing RDA Board, the right project and project mix. Dina stated she thinks it works with this project because all the right pieces are coming together. 
4. Other Matters  

There were no other matters.
5. Adjournment
Board Chair Barbieri called for a motion to adjourn. Board Member Cochran made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Board Member Knudsen. There was an aye vote to adjourn, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.
I, Brittany Kempff, do hereby certify that I am the duly appointed, qualified, and acting Secretary for the Redevelopment Agency of Taylorsville City, State of Utah, and do further certify that a true and correct copy of the Redevelopment Agency of Taylorsville City Board Meeting Agenda was posted at the Taylorsville City Offices at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  I further certify that a public notice regarding the meeting referenced has been properly posted on the City’s website at www.taylorsvilleut.gov and on the State Public Meeting Notice website at http://pmn.utah.gov. 

   Brittany Kempff, Secretary
Minutes approved: RDA Board Meeting xx/xx/2026
Minutes Prepared by: Brittany Kempff, RDA Secretary


