


Mission:

To promote a love of reading and learning 
for all ages, and to help mitigate potential 
reading and learning loss during the summer

Goals:

Participants are:

• Motivated to read

• Have a goal to aspire to

• Are encouraged & have positive reinforcement 
from staff at all levels





SUMMER READING 

KICKOFF

Tried something new! 

• Passport with 4 stations

• Stamp for each station

• Craft as finisher prize

• Choose your own 

adventure storywalk



SUMMER READING KICKOFF

• Bingham Creek: 750

• Holladay: 350

• Magna: 190

Total: 1,290

Stations

• Summer Reading signups

• Chalk Art 

• Dinosaur impressions

• Bean bag toss

• Rune Scavenger Hunt

• Temporary tattoo 

prize

• Stele image hunt

• Choose your own 

adventure storywalk

• Craft prize (token)
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READING RECORD FUN





Participants could 

complete two paths on 

the bonus round. Each 

round was an additional 

free book and drawing 

entry.

BONUS ROUND



• Fine waiver up to $5 for signing up

• A free book

• Entry into a drawing 

• Coupon Sheet

• 50% off REAL or Royal tickets

• 50% off Salt Lake Bees tickets

• Free admission to Natural History 
Museum of Utah

• Free ticket to IMAX or Dome Shows at 
Clark Planetarium

• Buy-One-Get-One-Free to Tracy Aviary 
and Botanical Gardens

REWARDS



We do it every year! We love it and 

look forward to it for our summers. It 

brings us together (without screens!).

The artwork for the 

challenge/graphic design 

was amazing! Love the 

explorer theme! Also liked 

the prize activities and 

drawing.

Helped me set goals and 

prioritize my summer.

The learn category pushed me to try + 

learn some new things without being 

overwhelming. And since I chose the 

subject it's something I'll actually use.

I liked reflecting on my day and 

noticing all the new and exciting things I 

learned. I tried out a new genre that I 

really enjoyed, it was fun.

FREE BOOKS

It reminded me to 

learn more, 

create and 

connect more w/ 

the world.

The wide variety of 

different books, genres, 

and ages I read this 

summer. My husband 

read more than I did!

I liked discovering new 

resources to learn/do new 

things. I didn't know a lot of 

these resources existed.

I love the more specific 

prompts available through 

the digital version.



I just called a winner and 

spoke to her mom and her 

mother shared "If anyone 

deserves to win it's <name>. 

This is the time of year she 

really gets to read 

uninterrupted and that is all 

she has been doing this 

summer."
I love that [the summer reading program] 

exists. I love introducing my grandchildren 

to it (their parents always did it as 

children)! Getting older is lonely & 

disorienting and it was really fun for me to 

do this little project for myself after a 

lifetime of helping others to do it!

[Favorite part?] The 

prizes, hee hee... We 

like to read, and the 

summer challenge gave 

such fun positive 

reinforcement. Plus, 

made us feel more 

connected to the library.
I did a lot of new things and it 

pushed me to do more than just sit 

on the couch and watch YouTube.

GOAL Setting

It’s very nostalgic to me. I have been 

participating in the summer reading challenge 

for over a decade now, and I’m only in my early 

20’s! That being said it has been such a fun way 

to grow and learn, and now with my own 

children, to see them participate and grow and 

learn through this, is such a beautiful [thing] I get 

to share with them.



Most Suggestions for improvements were things we already do…. 

or things provided by other challenges in the community.

Actionable item…

Going into 2027 

aware of what needs 

more talk promotion. 
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Learned something new from what they read or
experienced

Enjoyed reading more

Read more often

Want to use the library more often

Survey Results

Strongly Disagree/Disagree Neutral Strongly Agree/Agree

Surveys were distributed at the end of the program 

in branches, and a link to the survey was provided 

on Beanstack.

2018 study conducted with the Utah 

Education Policy Center and Granite School 

District found that students who participate 

did better at standardized tests when they 

returned to school. 

2018 Key Finding:

• Students who participated in the Summer Reading 

Challenge had a greater increase in DIBELS z-score 

than non-participants.

SURVEY RESULTS



Summer Reading Workgroup Marketing & Web Booklists

Crystal Burton Mike Call Crystal Burton

Nyssa Fleig Ro Bandeirinha Jessica Lancaster

Jessica Lancaster Jeff Buydos Haley Oliphant

Haley Oliphant Leslie Dayley Kristen Wayman

Sarah Rich Tracy Hampton

Angie Wager Marissa Hodges

Kristen Wayman Claudia Schacher

Kickoff

BCR: Sage B. & Holly W.

HOL: Trudy J-P. & Heide P.

MAG: Lori N. & Jennifer S.

Photographers: Alex Davis (BCR), Annie 

Hill (HOL), Cynthia Hinkley (MAG)

• Facilities Crew: Transporting prize books, hosting SRP book distribution

• Cara Shaw: Purchasing prizes and managing award certificates!

• Kaitlyn Gundlach: Organizing school outreach resources.

• Jenn McKague: Developing a Jail friendly version.

• Heather Buhler: Co-Chairing Kickoff




