	council for aging 
Government Center
2001 S. State Street
South Building| S2-830

Thursday, August 6th, 2025
9:00-10:30 AM

	Meeting Minutes


Present: Paul Legget, Cydney French, Nnennaya Ukoh-Eke, Melanie Mitchell, Tulinda Larsen, Emma Furman, Jaime Cross, Joel Macey, Bill Williams, Corey Payne, Deb Hall, Charise Jensen, Casey Halstaks, Marni Timmerman, Megan Schmidt, Rebecca Baker
Excused: Darren Hotton, Raven Albertson, Tanya Schmidt, Wendy Naylor

· 9:00 Welcome & Introductions						 Deb Hall
· Approval Of May 7th Meeting Minutes 
· Motion to approve May meeting minutes, Joel firsts and Jaime seconds. Motion passed unanimously.
· 9:10 Director’s Report							 Paul Leggett
· Membership Updates
· Thank Exiting Members
· Charise Jensen transitioned to Outreach Program Manager from Caregiver Support.
· Raven Albertson concluded two terms on CFA.
· Deb Hall concluded her term as chair but will continue as a public member. 
· Marni Timmerman, Megan Schmidt, and a few others have applications pending.
· Vote in new Chair, First Vice Chair, and Second Vice Chair
· Motion to approve Bill Williams as new Chair and Jaime Cross as First Vice Chair starting next session, Tulinda first and Joel seconds, motion passes unanimously. 
· Motion to approve Joel Macey as Second Vice Chair starting next session, Bill seconds. Motion passes unanimously.
· Heat Wave Response: AAS distributed donated fans to clients, and the county designated Cool Zones at certain libraries and rec centers. 
· Senior Art Show: Themed America 250, over 250 attendees and 150 submitted pieces.
· Capital Projects: Midvale Senior Center renovations (wood staining and HVAC project) and 10th East Senior Center remodel (historic building recognition and proposed early next year reopening).
· Budget Challenges:
· Requesting funding for 10th East Senior Center operations budget.
· State funding for Meals on Wheels is uncertain due to Medicaid overspending (Prism software issues).
· Requesting $200,000 for Meals on Wheels and $100,00 for facilities costs from the county.
· Request to raise minimum pay for temporary employees.
· Stress test exercise for a potential 5% budget cut.
· USAging Conference: Discussed proposed OMB changes to grant-making, which would restrict grants for specific populations and allow officials to veto grants. Paul was elected Vice Chair of the USAging Board. Discussions on embracing AI cautiously to combat social isolation.

· 9:45 Caregiver Support Updates						 Cydney French
· Cydney French introduced as the new Caregiver Support Program Manager as of June.
· Dementia Live Training: An immersive training to simulate the experience of living with dementia, offered to the council and community.
· Camp Caregiver Event: Annual caregiver event planned for a Saturday in November focusing on education, resources, and respite.
· In-Home Highlight: Shared example of creative solutions for client safety (Dutch door for stairs) and caregiver support (Alexa for medication reminders).
					             
· 10:00 Community Updates
· Bill Williams
· Praised Millcreek Senior Center staff and discussed grant work.
· Darren Hotton
· Deb Hall 
· SOAP active in Pride season events, including camping, biking, and paddleboarding.
· Corey Payne
· Shared his background in senior care and emphasized the importance of education for families
· Jaime Cross
· Successfully passed annual licensing review with 100%.
· Expanding driver training for intergenerational outings.
· Preparing for annual tent party fundraising event.
· Highlighted the diverse staff and language capabilities at Neighborhood House.
· Joel Macey
· Discussed home health and hospice services including a strong grief and bereavement program (open to the community at no cost) with more information on their website.
· Mentioned distributing about 350 grief backpacks for children and teens with activities to help process grief. 
· Raven Albertson 
· Rebecca Baker
· Established a caregiver corner for materials and posters related to older adults and caregivers
· Tanya Schmidt
· Tulinda Larsen
· Shared her experiences with long-distance caregiving for her mother.
· Discussed her role as interim CEO of the Columbus Agency focusing on the aging population with disabilities.
· Outlines the Utah Democratic Party’s Senior Caucus platform including protecting Social Security and Medicaid, reducing prescription costs, supporting caregivers and care services, protecting retirement security, combating elder fraud and exploitation, expanding affordable housing, strengthening rural health care services, supporting veterans, fully fund OAA.
· Mentioned a residential facility in the Columbus Agency seeking residents.
· Wendy Naylor
· Marni Timmerman
· Provides affordable housing serving over 6000 households annually. Noted the high need for senior housing with 26% of households served being elderly.
· Discussed a proposed 62+ senior housing property in Millcreek.
· Megan Schmidt
· Provides intervention for abuse, neglect, or exploitation of vulnerable adults.
· Emphasized reliance on community partners for long-term case management.
· Conducts community-based training on vulnerability and risk indicators.
· Currently pursuing a Master’s in Gerontology.
· Emma Furman
· Focused on growing social media presence (Instagram: slcoaging) to promote events and services. 
· Melanie Mitchell
· Providing Open Meetings Act training to CFA soon.
· Nnennaya Ukoh-Eke
· Mentioned All Staff Retreat in September.
· Preparing for Candidate Days in October giving candidates on current year’s ballots to meet with constituents.
· Paul Leggett
· Shared the symbolic meaning of the bridge in the conference, representing the agency’s connection to the community and its values.
	
Next Meeting
· Thursday, September 3rd 9:00-10:30 AM
· Hosted at Government Center - 2001 S State St., Suite 2-830 (South Building) SLC, UT 84190

NOTE:	In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations (including listening aids and services) during this meeting should notify Aging Services at 385-468-3191 at least five working days prior to the meeting. TTY users please call 711.
