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Public Lands Updates
Parks, Natural Lands, Urban Forestry & Trails Advisory Board
Thursday, October 1st 

Memory Grove Water Quality Update: As Public Lands receives additional information from the Utah Department of Environmental Quality, the Board will be updated accordingly.
Park Ranger Program: 
New Park Ranger Supervisor, Nate Stapley, started with Public Lands in September. Nate brings a strong social work background, starting his career at the Road Home and most recently supervising facilities for Switch Point. 
Planning & Design Division Update:
· Liberty Park CLR and Vision Plan won an ASLA Colorado-Wyoming 2026 Professional Award! They will announce the award level (merit, honor, or excellence) at the Annual Gathering on Thursday, October 15th at the Denver Zoo! The CLR and Vision Plan will be presented to City Council in the next two weeks, and the project will then come to a close.  

· The 500 West Corridor Improvement Plan has conducted a survey open with over 250 responses so far

· The Planning and Design Team has several new projects that have opened within the last month, or are opening including Steenblik Park (GO Bond), Donner Trail Park (GO Bond), Rotary Play Park at Liberty Park (GO Bond), and Pioneer Park. We are also beginning our annual CIP application process, and assigning projects that were recently funded by City Council. We also presented the Liberty Park Vision Plan to City Council in September

· Donner Park Grand Reopening Oct 1 from 3:30-5:30, Liberty Rotary Play Park Reopening October 26, 4PM-6PM

Trails & Natural Lands: 
National Public Lands Day: For National Public Lands Day, TNL is collaborating with the University of Utah and US Forest Service on a restoration planting project in the burn zone of this summer’s Bonneville Fire. With September 26 already having a flurry of activities and events, the restoration planting will occur on Saturday, October 3 primarily with university students but open to the public, and on Friday, October 9 with the University’s panhellenic community. We are expecting a combined 300-400+ students at the two events. Over the past few years TNL has grown and planted about 3000 cacti in the foothills where they provide soil stabilization, micro-habitants, and food for many birds, insects, and mammals.
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