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Hyde Park City Council
113 East Center Street
Hyde Park, Utah
September 9, 2026
7:00PM

The Hyde Park City Council meeting began at 7:00 and was conducted by Council member Fowles.               

City Officials Present: Council members; Stephanie Allred and David Fowles, Council members Gerald Osborne, and Kirk Brower attended electronically. City Administrator; Marcus Allton, City Recorder; Donja Wright, Assistant City Planner; Kyle Stutz. 

Others Present: Gordon Coulson, Kevin Flint, Joy Flint, Andrea Ellis, Jamie Howells, Michael Tullis, Terry Buckway, Wes McBride, Mike Hossack, Lexi Balls, Braden Reeder, Abbey Romney, Holley Baird, Kyler Ilsen, L.J., Charlene Williams, Court Williams, Kendall Merrill, Ryan McCurdy, Madlyn Huber, Kelly Harmon, Ben Clegg, Janet Clegg, Stephanie Hamblin, Camille Ferrin, Rebecca Andersen, Alex Doxey, Zan Murray.

Thought / Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: Council member Allred

[bookmark: _Hlk174601778]Minutes: Council member Allred made a motion to approve the minutes from August 25, 2026, and August 26, 2026, City Council meetings as amended.  Council member Osborne seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4/0.

Adoption of Agenda: 
Council member Allred made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Council member Fowles seconded the motion. The motion carried 4/0.

Citizen Input

Mike Hossack: Informed the Council that additional density will increase the crime rate and could put the city at risk. 

Abbey Romney encouraged the Council to consider other options rather than limiting the density.  

Court William informed the Council that additional density will increase the crime rate.
  
Charlene Williams urged the Council to slow down on major structural changes to the city's landscape and to seek public input before acting.

Mike Hilton raised concerns about the absence of sidewalks on routes children use to walk to school. 

Council Business

NPPD Report — Chief Goodrich of North Park PD provided an update covering two primary topics: school traffic management and departmental activity statistics.

Regarding Juniper Ridge Middle School, Chief Goodrich described challenges that emerged on the first day of school, particularly the safety hazard created by students attempting to cross at the roundabout at 600 South and 1st West. The route was quickly rerouted, and a two-sided pickup and drop-off flow was designed in coordination with the school district. After approximately a week and a half of on-site staffing to train drivers on the new flow, congestion had reduced dramatically. Chief Goodrich noted that similar challenges are anticipated when Old Ephraim School opens and asked for public patience during that transition.

On departmental statistics, Chief Goodrich reported that North Park PD handled 553 total calls in August 2026, of which 135 were situated in Hyde Park. Of those Hyde Park calls, 71 were priority-type incidents including child abuse, domestic disputes, a sex offense, and a weapons offense. He noted that the share of priority calls has risen from a historical range of 30–38% to approximately 50%. Year-to-date through August, the department handled 4,032 total calls — the same volume as the same period in 2025 — but traffic stops increased 25% year-over-year, from 2,460 to 3,077, reflecting more proactive officer engagement, particularly around schools. In Hyde Park specifically, 112 traffic stops were made in August, with 19 citations issued and 93 warnings, consistent with the department's emphasis on behavior change over punishment.

Logan River Watershed Project Presentation and Discussion 
Zan Murray of JUB Engineers presented on behalf of the project sponsors, which include the Cache Water District (primary sponsor), Logan City, North Logan City, Hyde Park City, and the ten irrigation companies affiliated with the Crockett Avenue Irrigation Company. Gordon Colton, President of the Crockett Avenue Irrigation Company, and Kyle Stutz of Franson Civil Engineering were also present to assist with questions.

Mr. Murray explained that the Logan River Watershed Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), funded by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), has been approximately ten years in development and is approaching finalization. The project addresses five identified community needs: protection of water rights, preservation of limited water resources, deteriorating canal infrastructure (most canals dating to the 1800s), rising culinary and wastewater treatment costs, and flood damage — the last being of particular relevance to Hyde Park.

The preferred alternative includes approximately 120 miles of pressurized irrigation pipe to be installed primarily within road rights-of-way, serving both agricultural and residential users throughout the Crockett Avenue service area. Meters and connections would be included to the front of every residence as part of the project cost. A key flood prevention element involves constructing an overflow structure to divert excess stormwater flowing through the Twin Canals and Hyde Park Canal westward before it reaches North Logan and Hyde Park, substantially reducing flood inundation in those communities under a 100-year storm scenario. The project also incorporates hydropower generation and repurposing of Logan City lagoon cells for water storage to extend late-season supply.

Funding is provided by NRCS at 100% for flood control components, 75% for agricultural water management, and 50% for recreational improvements, with NRCS also covering 100% of environmental and design costs. The total local cost match is estimated at approximately 11% of total construction cost. If fully funded, construction could begin as early as 2028.
Mr. Murray informed the Council that two agreements are being requested of co-sponsor cities: a Watershed Agreement expressing support for the preferred alternative and willingness to proceed to the design phase (carrying no financial obligation), and a cultural/historic preservation agreement required under federal NEPA guidelines. He emphasized that no financial commitment is made until construction begins.

Council Member Allred inquired about the funding source for NRCS (federal appropriations) and the nature of the recreational components, which Mr. Murray clarified as trail improvements in Logan City near River Hollow Park and along Canyon Road — not in-canal recreation. Mr. Murray also noted that once canals are converted to pressurized systems, the open channel corridors would revert to stormwater conveyance under municipal jurisdiction, potentially opening future trail opportunities without precluding them.

Council Member Osborne expressed concern about the unknown future cost implications for existing irrigation shareholders. Mr. Murray and Mr. Stutz both responded that no financial obligations exist at this stage, that irrigators would receive improved service including on-demand pressurized water without pumping costs, and that detailed cost structures would be developed during the design phase. Mr. Stutz noted that the positive benefit-cost ratio is the reason all canal companies have supported the project.

Council member Fowles noted that he had not been aware of the project prior to its appearance on the agenda and raised questions about the benefit to Hyde Park residents not located near the western canal corridor, the city's ongoing cost to maintain open channels for stormwater if repurposed, and potential road impacts from pipe installation. Mr. Murray confirmed that pipe installation would primarily use shoulder areas within wide rights-of-way and directional boring techniques to minimize road cuts and reiterated that flood control costs are covered at 100% by NRCS.

The Council confirmed this item was for discussion only and that no vote was required. Council member Fowles indicated that a follow-up meeting with council members and project staff would be arranged prior to any action on the requested agreements.

Action Items
Consider Ordinance 2026-20 – LDR Zone and Standards 
City Administrator Marcus Allton provided extensive context before the Council took action. He outlined the fiscal realities facing Hyde Park, noting that property taxes and sales tax together constitute the city's primary general fund revenue (approximately $1,000,000 and $1,600,000 respectively in the current budget), and that public safety contracts with North Park PD and Smithfield Fire Department alone consume 100% of property tax revenue plus a portion of sales tax. He presented a comparison showing that quarter-acre lots generate roughly double the taxable value per acre compared to one-acre lots, and that higher density also increases utility revenue and can attract businesses that generate sales tax.

Mr. Allton acknowledged that the previous week's public hearing on the Low Density Residential (LDR) zone update had produced largely unfavorable public feedback, with concerns about limiting lot sizes, restricting property rights, and preserving the rural character of Hyde Park. He clarified that the lot size maximum provision was a staff-initiated exploratory idea and had never been directed by the City Council, and that it need not be part of the final ordinance. He also noted that the city's general plan — adopted through a public subcommittee process — already calls for allowing higher densities, reducing setback requirements, and discouraging large-scale one-acre lot development.

Mr. Allton further explained that a new zoning map designating where new density standards apply will be developed after the zone updates are complete, informed by engineering analysis of current and future infrastructure capacity. He noted the ongoing state legislative pressure to mandate 5,000 square foot lots in any residential zone statewide, and that the city's efforts are partly aimed at demonstrating local compliance with moderate income housing requirements before such a mandate is imposed.

City staff requested that the Council vote to continue the item to a future meeting, allowing time to redraft the ordinance — including potentially removing the lot maximum provision or splitting the LDR zone into large-lot and small-lot designations — and to bring a revised version back to the Planning Commission for public comment.

Council Member Allred underscored the urgency of addressing infrastructure funding, noting aging water and sewer systems and the city's current inability to do more than patch failing infrastructure. She encouraged residents to remain engaged and to approach the issue collaboratively rather than emotionally. Council Member Osborne suggested holding a work session to allow council members to provide input on zoning maps and supported returning the item to the Planning Commission. Council member Fowles noted from his own research that recent developments in the R2 zone had averaged lot sizes closer to one-third acre than one-half acre, illustrating the difficulty of controlling developer behavior within a range.

Council member Fowles mad a motion to defer voting on Ordinance 2026-20, an ordinance amending Title 12 to revise the Residential-2 Zone to Low Density Residential Standards. Council member Allred seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

Consider the Hyde Park Water Master Plan A (Addendum to the Water Master Plan)
City Administrator Allton presented two updates included in Addendum 1 to the Water Master Plan adopted in 2024. The first is an updated water source analysis confirming the city's water rights position is adequate for the next 20 years, contingent on continued development providing additional water rights. The second is a revised impact fee analysis and cost estimate reflecting projects completed since the original plan (including the Wolfpack Way water line) and adding new projects, including the continuation of Wolfpack Way currently under construction. No change to the impact fee amounts itself is proposed.

Council member Brower made a motion to approve Addendum 1 to the Hyde Park City Water Master Plan.  Council member Fowles seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

Consider Changing "Yield" Signs to "Stop" Signs Along 100 West 
Council member Fowles presented this item, which originated from a recommendation by the city's road safety committee. Following an engineering intersection analysis conducted by Sunrise Engineering, the firm issued a memorandum recommending the conversion of yield signs to stop signs at the intersections of 100 West at 100 North and 200 North, citing close-call safety concerns that had been documented over several months. City Administrator Allton noted that the city's sign budget has been largely consumed by crosswalk signage associated with the new schools but indicated a minor budget adjustment could accommodate the cost of the new signs. A community member present at the meeting offered to donate a stop sign.

Council member Osborne made a motion to approve changing yield signs to stop signs at two locations on 100 West (at 100 North and 200 North). Council Member Allred seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

Consider Ordinance 2026-16 – Subdivision Improvements Agreement
Assistant City Planner, Kyle Stutz explained that this ordinance formally codifies subdivision improvement agreements — the contractual commitment by developers to complete all required subdivision improvements — as an explicit part of the subdivision approval process. While such agreements had been implied in existing language, this ordinance makes them a formal, enforceable component with an assigned agreement document, improving process clarity and enforcement capability.

Council member Allred made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-16, Subdivision Improvements Agreement. Council Member Brower seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

Consider Ordinance 2026-17 – Public Works/Private Roads 
Assistant City Planner, Stutz explained that this ordinance was brought forward at the request of public works and the fire department. It prohibits the use of hammerhead turnaround designs in subdivisions, as these are frequently not used as intended and require a spotter for snowplow operations — a staffing burden the city cannot sustain. The ordinance also prohibits the placement of public utilities beneath private roads, resolving a jurisdictional complication whereby repair of a public utility necessitates work on a privately maintained road surface.

Council member Allred made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-17, Public Works/Private Roads. Council Member Osborne seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

Consider Ordinance 2026-18 – ADU Ordinance Revisions
Assistant City Planner Stutz presented updates to the accessory dwelling unit (ADU) ordinance driven by new state code definitions. The ordinance removes outdated definitions and references the updated definition section instead. It also clarifies that ADUs may be used for long-term rental only (not short-term rental), that an ADU may not exceed the size of the primary single-family dwelling on the same parcel (to preserve the legal definition of "accessory structure"), and that a restrictive covenant or deed restriction will be required as a formal enforcement mechanism.

Council member Allred made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-18, ADU Ordinance Revisions. Council member Brower seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

Consider Ordinance 2026-19 – Title 12 & 13 Tax Requirement and Corrections 
Assistant City Planner Stutz presented this omnibus corrections ordinance, which addresses several discrete items identified in the code. These include adding language to the Title 12 purpose statement to comply with a state initiative requiring municipalities to consider the impact of ordinances on family health and safety; requiring that current property taxes be paid as a condition of a complete development application; relocating a definition of "structure" to its proper section in the code; and restricting new public and institutional zone development applications to annexed territories only.
Council member Fowles highlighted the significance of the last provision, noting that Hyde Park has seen substantial growth in tax-exempt public and institutional uses — including two new schools and multiple new churches — without those uses being anticipated in the city's budget. The ordinance will limit future applications for such uses to newly annexed areas rather than existing city territory.
Council member Allred made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-19, Title 12 and 13 Tax Requirements and Corrections. Council Member Osborne seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

City Council Update 
Council member Fowles noted that the city will be partnering with the organizations "Slow the Flow" and "Grow the Flow" for a water conservation service event on September 19, 2026. A contractor will remove turf from the park strip along City Hall, and volunteers will be invited to participate in replanting with water-wise species and learning about drip irrigation. Funding from multiple grant sources, including a $3,000 contribution from the Cache Water District, is expected to cover the full cost to the city.

Adjourn 

Council member Allred made a motion to adjourn the meeting of September 9, 2026. Council member Fowles seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0. The meeting was adjourned.

Minutes recorded by the Hyde Park City Recorder. One or more council members attended electronically.




						---------------------------------------------	
									Donja Wright


Minutes: Council member Fowles made a motion to approve the minutes of September 9, 2026, City Council meeting. Council member Allred the seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4/0.
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