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Regular Board Meeting Minutes
August 19, 2026
5:00 PM
4987  North SR 32
Oakley, UT  84055




Those in Attendance:
Commissioner Louder
Commissioner Stembridge
Chief Thorell
Fire Marshal Coleman
Secretary/Clerk Mitchell



1.       Review of Minutes of the July 15,  2026, Regular Meeting  (Action) 
Commissioner Stembridge called the meeting to order at 5:13 PM.  Commissioner Black was out of town and not in attendance.  Commissioner Stembridge asked if the Board was able to review the minutes of the July 15, 202,6 meeting.  Commissioner Louder noted he had reviewed the minutes and then made a motion to accept the July 15,2026, meeting minutes as written.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Stembridge.  Motion carried by majority vote. (Louder-Yes: Stembridge-Yes)  No further discussion
2.       Review Finances for August 2026  (Action)
The Board reviewed the finances for August 2026.  The Board was told of the incorrect charges for the Wildland Deployment employees motel rooms, and the Clerk has been working on getting that corrected.  The bank now shows all charges are correct. It was also noted that during the time period between July and August, there has been a great deal of fees paid out for EMS certifications and registrations. The Board was informed the last payroll for the District was $71,000, which is the highest payroll to date. This was due to increased overtime costs for covering the employees that were deployed and also increased standby time. The District has billed approximately $30,000 to date of Marshals for coverage of their filming project. This is compared to $50,000 billed last year. This filming project is expected to continue for the next 4 to 5 seasons.  Chief Thorell explained to the Board that because of an electronic glitch with the billing company’s software, collections for ambulance transports are temporarily down in numbers. However, the numbers are still strong at $300,000 year-to-date. It was noted that there have been some issues with NEMSIS validation on the ambulance run reports and the crews have been encouraged to complete the reports the same day to avoid timestamp errors.  A copy of the D & I  (Deposit and Investment Report) was included with the financial report just as an information item.  Each report shows liquid assets the District has.  This report is submitted to the State every six (6) months. .  
Commissioner Louder made a motion to accept the August financials statements.  Commissioner Stembridge seconded the motion.  Motion carried with a majority vote. (Louder-yes: Stembridge-yes).  No further discussion. 

3.       Public Comment 
         There was no public comment at this time. 
4.       District Business
             A.        
             B.        
             C.        
             D.       Policies & Procedures (Discussion/Action)
       Due to our crew members attending officer school, there were no policy updates at this time.  Updated    policies will be ready for next month’s meeting. 
5.       Facility Management Report
             A. New Cooking Buildout for BBQ’s (Information Only)
The Board was informed about a new BBQ area that had been completed behind Station 41.  This  is a nice area for the crews to use the outdoor BBQ’s and have an opportunity to eat out doors.  
            B.   Update on Landscaping and Asphalt Projects
  Darren Schiedel, the Distract Facilities Director,  was not in attendance to give the Board any information on the status of the landscaping or the asphalt. 
6.      Fire Chief Report
          A.     Operations Update
Chief Thorell informed the Board that the Firefighter I class is finishing and testing will begin next weekend.  The Firefighter II course will begin immediately after. Because of attendance issues, we lost one of the Firefighter I recruits.  There are twelve (12) remaining  in the class.   All members of the last AEMT Class have completed testing and all have advanced from basic to Advances EMTs.  Ashley Natter  passed the course in her first attempt making A Platoon all A EMT status.   Chief Thorell is excited about the significant  improvement of the  ISO rating for the District and is appreciative of all the work Fire Marshal Coleman put to make this possible. The next evaluation will take place in the next 3-5 years.   The Board was informed that the District has purchased an Expedition and a Dodge RAM truck  (Ops 41)using $68,000 of the allotted $200,000 ESSC grant funds from the county.  e is submitting a request to the Summit County Grant Bord for a e is rque
          . er
   He is submitting a request to the Summit County Grant Committee for a possible third vehicle to be purchased with the remaining grant funds.  There was a discussion regarding the makeup of District #4. Chief Thorell along with Shane Scott  met with property owners from Monviso.  They are concerned about fire mitigation and fire control in their area.  They were suggesting a possible donation of land for a fire station close to their area.  There is an ongoing discussion regarding them joining  the District and the service feasibility if that were to take place.  The Chief informed the Board that the District was denied $60,000 competitive grant money due to the county’s emergency services sales tax of  which  we only received a small portion of. Chief is coordinating with lobbyists and the State EMS Director to address the misuse of funds regarding the county’s emergency service sales tax distribution.   There is a $12M statewide Rural EMS grant that has been released.  The application for those funds are due September 13, 2026.  It is a reimbursement based funding which complicates budgeting.  owev

 There is a potential for $300,000 per year depending on allocation.  The Chief will be working on this application for completion  and submission by the due date.   The District has a new member employee.  Rob Ament,  lives in ide ut ide Uide Ut wants to voluntter his time without pay.  Hideout and  is  a retired Air Force Colonel as well as a retired airline captain and a retired jet fighter pilot.  He is taking the voluntary stipend, but donating it back to the District.  Ament has  stated there were similarly interested people in his neighborhood. e hase is hidoutide out who is 


He has 

e has been cording
He is a paramedic as well as being a certified instruction several EMS areas.  Chief feels he will be a great asset to the team. 





 e has



B. Other Business
Chief Thorell informed the Board the Backcountry insertion program was almost complete.  The District has purchased GPS/Radio, Rhino helmets, and Mystery Ranch backcountry bags.  Starlink is  function, but is bulky.  Communication refinement for back country rescues is ongoing. 
Chief Thorell noted the Old Fire Station located on main street in Kamas has a new owner.  They are going to remove the District lettering from the front of the building.  This will help eliminate public confusion since the building is no longer a fire station. The old siren tower has been removed, and the owner intends to restore and reinstall the siren on the restored building. 
7.     Fire Marshall Jackson Coleman 
          A.     Inspection Report 
  Fire Marshal Coleman reported to the Board that during the past month, he has completed two (2) food truck inspections, four (4) overnight rental (Airbnb’s) inspections, thirteen (13)residential clearances, one (1) new commercial business approval, four (4) propane clearances, six (6) sprinkler forms, with seven (7) exempt inspections.  e ha

   e has also been woking on a KnosBox application. He has also been working on a Knox Box application as well las completing twenty three( 23) inspections. He informed the Board that Frontier Woodworks had passed their fire inspections with the FTC hooked up and sprinklers functioning.  He mentioned he would like to take the crew over to Frontier Woodworking to show them the FTC and do a pre-plan on it.  The first six (6) units of the hotel  in residential side of the hotel in Francis passed the four-way inspection.  Mountainside Rentals,( the storage unit rental business located on HWY 248 have completed their first seen (7) storage units.  There was not enough pressure to maintain the sprinkler system in the main building, which is a living quarters area, so the sprinkler inspection is pending a bigger pressure pump installation. Fire Marshal Coleman told the Board the District  that after several months of work, and  many hours spent, the District ISO rating has improved from a 6XX to 5XX effective September 1, 2026. This has taken Fire Marshall Coleman many months to accomplish, and as a result,  the new rating  of 5XX will allow a 3%-5% insurance reduction for the community residents. On their fire/home insurance.  There was a discussion regarding fire hydrant flow  and how this affect the ISO. It was stated there are hydrants around the valley that have never been opened.  The hydrants belong to the cities or to water companies and is very difficult to know who is responsible for maintaining and checking the hydrants. Coleman mentioned there was a hydrant found that wasn’t hooked up to a water source.  This is  crucial when trying to fight a fire and may become a liability issue and who is ultimately responsible for the hydrants?    Fire Marshall Coleman was excused at this time to attend football practice with his son. WY 248 on WY wHY
       Ho      B.      District Equipment 
Fire Marshall Coleman informed the Board of the following equipment and vehicle maintenance projects that are being worked on at this time:
· Ambulance 43 is likely to have a failed inverter.  Estimated cost to repair is $1500.00.
· Brush Truck 641 is having issues with the DEF system.  He noted the DEF heater had been replaced  and the codes.  There was a discussion regarding bypassing the DEF.  If this is done, there may be some repercussions if that is done and the mechanic did not feel comfortable doing that.  The mechanic is going to look at the turbo to see if there may be an issue with that as well.  Also, the turbo on  641 is under evaluation.
· The ladder truck had a pressure protection valve that needed to  be replaced. He noted the parts were difficult to find and difficult to replace, but that has completed.   The fuel oil contamination  is still under investigation and will  likely be needing  service.  
· The 2013 Tahoe has problems with the  power sterling failing  and is pending inspection.
· The Brush Tender 241 is needing a new tire.  The replacement will cost around $2500.
· Fire Marshall Coleman expressed appreciation for Larry Leifson. is has been a tremendous help with some of themechanical issues we hae had.  He also mention that FF Riley Atkinson had been a tremendous hep withkfd;l,dfde awColemen also mentioned to the Board that Firefighter Riley Atkinson had been a tremendous help with the inspections




8.       Closed Session
         A.     Closed Session will be held to discuss the character, competence, or health of an individual
Commissioner Louder made a motion at 6:15 PM  to close open session and go into closed session to discuss the character, competence, or health of an individual.  Commissioner Stembridge seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a majority vote. Commissioner Stembridge called for a roll call vote. 
Louder – Yea
Stembridge – Yea
Commissioner Louder motioned to end the closed session meeting and to return back to open session, pay bills, address any correspondence, and adjourn. Commissioner Stembridge seconded the motion,  Amotion passed by a majority roll call vote:
Louder – Yea
Stembridge – Yea
No further discussion
8.       Review Correspondence if  Needed, Pay July  2026 Bills
[bookmark: _Hlk198288845]9.       Adjourn
	Meeting adjourned at  7:00 PM.

___________________________________
Thayne Stembridge Board Chairman







**NOTICE**
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE South Summit Fire Protection District will hold its’ regular meeting at the above time and place. An
agenda has been posted in two places at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. (Agenda posted   8/18/2026 12:00 PM  2026) 
Note: The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to change the order of this agenda for this meeting at any time to best accommodate the needs of the District. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations for this meeting should notify Melanie Mitchell- 435-783-2375 or at least 24 hours prior to this meeting.
 Note: The Board of Commissioners for the South Summit Fire Protection District values public comment and encourages civil discourse.  Public comments will be taken during the Public Comment section of this meeting.  Time allowed for individual comments will be established by the Board Chairman prior to starting any public comment portion of the meeting. 

**Electronic and Telephone participation available for Board Members
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