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MINUTES OF A CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 AT THE HYRUM CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 60 WEST MAIN, HYRUM, UTAH.

CONVENED: 6:30 P.M.

CONDUCTING: Mayor Steve Miller

ROLL CALL: Councilmembers Rebecca Foulger, Michael Nelson, NaLyn Nelson, Craig L. Rasmussen, and Mont Wright.

CALL TO ORDER: There being five members present and five members representing a quorum, Mayor Miller called the meeting to order.

OTHERS PRESENT: City Administrator Daniel Ferris, City Planner Tony Ekins, City Treasurer Todd Perkins, Fire Chief Tony Stauffer, Power Superintendent Larry Coleman, and six citizens. City Recorder Stephanie Fricke recorded the minutes.    

WELCOME: Mayor Miller welcomed everyone in attendance and invited audience participation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Councilmember Foulger

INVOCATION: Power Superintendent Larry Coleamn

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
The minutes of a Special City Council Meeting, and a Regular City Council Meeting held on August 20, 2026 were approved as written.

ACTION	Councilmember NaLyn Nelson made a motion to approve the minutes of a Special City Council Meeting, and a Regular City Council Meeting on August 20, 2026 as written. Councilmember Wright seconded the motion and Councilmembers Foulger, Nalyn Nelson, Michael Nelson, Rasmussen, and Wright voted aye. The motion passed.

AGENDA ADOPTION: A copy of the notice and agenda for this meeting was emailed to The Herald Journal, posted on the Utah Public Notice Website and Hyrum City’s Website, provided to each member of the governing body, and posted at the City Offices more than forty-eight hours before meeting time.

ACTION	Councilmember Rasmussen made a motion to approve the agenda for September 3, 2026 as written.  Councilmember Wright seconded the motion and Councilmembers Foulger, Michael Nelson, NaLyn Nelson, Rasmussen, and Wright voted aye. The motion passed.

8.	PUBLIC COMMENT
9.	SCHEDULED DELEGATIONS
[bookmark: appIS79b77964e0554eb6965a255dac3580ba]A.	Brianne Mitton - To request approval of a Home Occupation Business License for a nail tech business at 1564 East 460 South.
10.	INTRODUCTION AND APPROVAL OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
[bookmark: appISe3454ccc70424d2b862644e78616b41a]A.	Ordinance 26-18 - An ordinance amending Section 13.16.235 Distribution System Extensions Outside City Limits of Chapter 13.16 of Title 13 of the Hyrum City Municipal Code to set forth regulations, requirements, and approval process for electrical extensions or connections outside city limits.
11.	OTHER BUSINESS
[bookmark: appISb48f2bdffba84b9395891e3b59f291b7]A.	Consideration and approval of an application for Hyrum City to be designated a Healthy Utah Community.
[bookmark: appIS927e205d74ff4c6c96d6a511ce9d43fb]B.	Continue discussion for an ordinance amending Title 17 Zoning of the Hyrum City Municipal Code, to create Chapter 17.63 Detached Accessory Dwelling Units. Application #26-025.
[bookmark: appISba0f544bcb304fb3ac9fc433cc8db805]C.	Mayor and City Council reports.
12.	ADJOURNMENT

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mayor Miller asked if anyone had questions or comments to keep it under three minutes.
Natalie Isom said she lives and owns property south of Hyrum Dam that is outside of Hyrum City Limits.  She is wanting to build on a parcel of property south of Hyrum Dam that has Hyrum City Power lines that runs in front of the property.  She asked if the City Council would adopt the ordinance tonight allowing power connections outside city limits.  If she has to connect to Rocky Mountain Power it will cost $18,000 to extend the Rocky Mountain Power Line plus an additional $9,000 for a rebate to the previous extender of the line. She wants to connect to Hyrum City’s power since it will save her a considerable amount of money.   She needs to have power within the next two weeks.
Jessica Willmore said she lives at 376 North 400 West and would like the City to replace her pressurized irrigation filter since construction near and adjacent to the filter most likely caused the damage.  Enbridge has been doing construction in that area and there has been a lot of vibration, digging, and other construction work.  She believes the damage may have resulted from the construction. She spoke with Enbridge and was informed that Enbridge was not responsible. She is frustrated and wants the City to resolve this issue.  The replacement cost for the filter is approximately $100.  She was out of town when the construction was being done and her filter was cracked.  She spoke with Hyrum City’s Water Superintendent Nick Saurey and he told her that Hyrum City is responsible for the main irrigation lines but does not take responsibility for individual lateral lines.  It took Hyrum City two weeks to respond to her call and she would have liked Hyrum City to respond in a timelier manner.
Councilmember Rasmussen said the filter is plastic, and plastic breaks over time.  The broken filter could be due to the age of the filter.  
Mayor Miller recommended that Ms. Willmore replace the damaged filter cover, retain the receipt, and request to speak with Enbridge’s Project Manager to explain the circumstances and discuss the matter. He stated that, based on the information provided, the issue appeared to be an Enbridge matter rather than a Hyrum City responsibility.
There being no further public comment, Mayor Miller moved on to the next agenda item.
SCHEDULED DELEGATIONS:

BRIANNE MITTON - TO REQUEST APPROVAL OF A HOME OCCUPATION BUSINESS LICENSE FOR A NAIL TECH BUSINESS AT 1564 EAST 460 SOUTH.
Brianne Mitton requested approval of a Home Occupation Business License for a nail technician business located at 1564 East 460 South in Hyrum. Ms. Mitton explained that she provides nail services and would like to obtain a business license for the home-based business.
Councilmember Rasmussen noted that the application indicated parking would be limited to one customer at a time.  Her clients should park in the designated guest parking area.
Brianne Mitton stated that she schedules appointments approximately one and one-half hours apart, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. She explained that guest parking is available behind her townhouse and that her unit fronts the road.
ACTION	Councilmember NaLyn Nelson made a motion to approve Brianne Mitton’s request for a Home Occupation Business License for a nail tech business at 1564 East 460 South.  Councilmember Wright seconded the motion and Councilmembers Foulger, Michael Nelson, NaLyn Nelson, Rasmussen, and Wright all voted aye. The motion passed.

INTRODUCTION AND APPROVAL OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE 26-18 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 13.16.235 DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM EXTENSIONS OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS OF CHAPTER 13.16 OF TITLE 13 OF THE HYRUM CITY MUNICIPAL CODE TO SET FORTH REGULATIONS, REQUIREMENTS, AND APPROVAL PROCESS FOR ELECTRICAL EXTENSIONS OR CONNECTIONS OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS.

Power Superintendent Larry Coleman stated that the proposed ordinance had been discussed at a previous Council meeting and that he hoped the prior discussion had addressed the Council's questions and concerns. He explained that he was seeking approval to allow Hyrum City power lines to be extended and connected to properties located outside the City limits. He stated that a review process would be associated with the proposed extensions and connections.
Councilmember Michael Nelson asked what the net revenue would be from power sales.
Power Superintendent Larry Coleman stated that, based on annual usage by the customers, using the applicable rate schedules, the combined gross revenue would be approximately $53,426. Based solely on the difference between the City's cost to purchase the power and the amount charged to customers, the estimated net revenue would be approximately $25,000.
Councilmember Nelson asked whether that amount included fuel, labor, equipment, and other operating expenses.
Power Superintendent Larry Coleman clarified that the calculation did not include those expenses and represented only the difference between the City's purchase price for the power and the amount received from selling the power.
Councilmember Rasmussen stated that additional expenses, including commercial customers and years with higher operating costs, would need to be considered when determining the actual profitability of the system. He stated that the City cannot assume that it will make a profit on every customer, whether inside or outside the City limits. He noted that residential customers provide a more predictable revenue source.  He also expressed concerns regarding the City's current infrastructure and liability. He noted that the Dam Road closure between the dam and Meridian Road has increased fire response and maintenance times. He stated that if a power line is damaged that the cost to repair the line could potentially exceed the profit the City had made from the affected customers. He noted that similar incidents could occur both inside and outside the City limits. There is a potential for power infrastructure to contribute to a fire, noting that he had observed a power pole north of Richmond with a burn scar and evidence of fire extending into an agricultural area. He stated that while a fire in a grass field may not result in significant liability, the presence of homes in an affected area could create substantial liability and exposure for Hyrum City and its taxpayers. He stated that he preferred that the City not extend utilities outside the City limits.  Natalie Isom's concerns were understandable but reiterated that the City needs to consider the liability and risks involved.  The proposed ordinance does not clearly address impact fees, extension costs, and connection fees that should be paid by applicants.
Councilmember Michael Nelson stated that his questions and concerns were intended to protect the citizens and taxpayers of Hyrum.
Councilmember Michael Nelson stated that County taxes apply to Hyrum residents as well and that Hyrum residents therefore pay both City and County taxes, while County residents outside Hyrum do not pay Hyrum City taxes. He noted that Hyrum City pays for buildings, employees, and other municipal services and questioned the financial benefit to the City of providing services to customers outside the City limits. He asked how much money had been transferred from the Power Department.
City Treasurer Todd Perkins stated that approximately $1.5 million had been transferred from the General Fund to the Power Department in recent years.  The City had historically transferred funds from utilities to the General Fund, but in this instance the General Fund had been used to support the Power Department. 
Councilmember Michael Nelson questioned why a property owner would incorporate into the City and pay additional taxes if they could receive City services without being annexed.
Councilmember Foulger stated that the Power Department operates more like a business.
Mayor Miller said Hyrum City currently provides power on both sides of the property under discussion. He stated that the proposed extension would not cost the City anything because the property owner would pay the costs associated with installing the utilities. He questioned why the Council was discussing issues beyond the immediate circumstances.
Mayor Miller asked whether Rocky Mountain Power would eventually purchase the lines and whether that was the City's long-term plan.
Power Superintendent Larry Coleman said he could not guarantee that Rocky Mountain Power would necessarily purchase Hyrum City’s power lines south of Hyrum Dam. He explained that Rocky Mountain Power would have to agree to purchase the infrastructure and might not want to do so. He stated the better option would be for Hyrum City to continue to provide service to and retain the customers and that the revenues generated by the customers help fund the Power Department. He further stated that connection-related revenues are returned to the City's power system.
Councilmember Foulger asked about the approximately 33 or 34 existing homes served in the area and whether they were all grandfathered. She asked whether properties that were not grandfathered had written agreements with the City. She also asked whether the ordinance could establish a cap or freeze based on the existing capacity of the lines and available infrastructure. She stated that she believed Rocky Mountain Power should eventually take over the service in the area.
Power Superintendent Larry Coleman said the City has to receive permission from Rocky Mountain Power to extend its lines outside city limits.  He explained that Rocky Mountain Power reviews proposed extensions and may determine that it would be more appropriate for Rocky Mountain Power to serve an area.
Councilmember Foulger said Rocky Mountain Power would have to consent to taking over the service. She also stated that State law places limitations on the City's ability to expand utility service outside City limits and reiterated that the proposed extension would not add a cost to the City under the circumstances being discussed.
Councilmember Rasmussen provided additional background regarding the proposed ordinance. He explained that power costs fluctuate and that the City's financial benefit can vary depending on the City's cost to purchase power. He stated that when power costs are low, there can be a benefit to selling power, but when power costs increase, the City must have sufficient reserves to cover infrastructure and operating expenses. He noted that the City's infrastructure requires ongoing maintenance and replacement and that the City has previously discussed selling its power system to Rocky Mountain Power. The ordinance currently in place is intended to preserve the City's power resources for Hyrum City residents and that protecting those resources is part of the Council's responsibility. He expressed concern that if the Council approves extensions under the proposed ordinance, it could become difficult to deny future requests because the ordinance would establish a basis for other property owners to request similar service.  If the ordinance were to be changed it needs to address properties that were created or platted before a specific date and establish additional criteria for eligibility. He stated that property owners could potentially argue that they should receive the same treatment if the City approves a particular request.
Councilmember Michael Nelson stated that residents have previously approached the City requesting power because neighboring properties were receiving City power, resulting in demands for similar service and the City Council told them no.  Some of the people requesting power have been aggressive and threatened with a lawsuit.
Power Superintendent Larry Coleman said he was looking for a way to establish a process that would allow appropriate requests to be reviewed and potentially approved while also preserving the City's ability to evaluate the long-term impact on the electrical system. He stated that the City is not attempting to arbitrarily select who receives service. He expressed concern about future costs to the City if the infrastructure eventually must be purchased or replaced and stated that the proposed review process would allow the Power Department and City Council to determine whether an extension is in the best interest of Hyrum City.
Councilmember NaLyn Nelson asked whether there could be circumstances where the Power Department would recommend against an extension and whether the request could be denied before being brought to the City Council.
Power Superintendent Larry Coleman said the Power Department could review an application and determine if it should or should not be recommended for approval.
Councilmember Michael Nelson asked how often the City Council would be required to spend time considering utility extensions and growth outside the City.
Power Superintendent Larry Coleman explained that the City's previous code contained provisions allowing certain conditional approvals, but that the ordinance had subsequently been changed to prohibit such extensions.
ACTION	Councilmember Rasmussen made a motion to continue the consideration of Ordinance 26-18 an ordinance amending Section 13.16.235 Distribution System Extensions Outside City Limits of Chapter 13.16 of Title 13 of the Hyrum City Municipal Code to set forth regulations, requirements, and approval process for electrical extensions or connections outside city limits – to allow for additional evaluation and inclusion to the ordinance of the conditions for approval, the number of potential connections, specific locations, and corridor locations for future utility infrastructure.  Councilmember Wright seconded the motion 
Councilmember Rasmussen stated that there are currently no power connections south of Hyrum Dam and that the Council should specifically consider preservation of future transmission corridors. He stated that the circumstances involving the Isom property are unique because of the existing infrastructure but expressed concern about continuing to extend City power lines outside the City limits. The proposed changes should be evaluated to determine whether the ordinance should be tightened, including consideration of properties that were already platted as of a specified date, locations where the City's power lines already run past a property, and circumstances where an extension of the line would not be required. The Council should also be provided with a map of the corridor preservation and future transmission area. He is not opposed to considering the request but wanted the Council to evaluate the conditions for extensions south of Hyrum Dam, strengthen corridor-preservation provisions, and establish criteria for future transmission areas before adopting the ordinance.
Councilmember Foulger discussed limiting future connections based on the existing capacity of the system.
Mayor Miller asked whether the ordinance could recognize the unique circumstance where Hyrum City's power line already runs along the property and Hyrum City provides power on both sides of the property.
Councilmember Rasmussen said the Council's actions could affect individuals who had previously been told that utility extensions were not permitted and discussed the need to consider how the revised ordinance would apply to those circumstances.
Mayor Miller called for a vote on the motion.  Councilmember Foulger voted aye, Councilmember Michael Nelson voted aye, Councilmember NaLyn Nelson voted aye, Councilmember Rasmussen voted aye, and Councilmember Wright voted aye. The motion passed.
OTHER BUSINESS 

CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR HYRUM CITY TO BE DESIGNATED A HEALTHY UTAH COMMUNITY.

Recreation Manager Robert Stroud requested consideration and approval for Hyrum City to participate as a Healthy Utah Community. Mr. Stroud explained that the designation is a community service opportunity through the State of Utah to recognize Hyrum City as a healthy community. He stated that Hyrum City had received approval from the Healthy Utah program and had been granted permission to participate, but City Council approval was required to proceed. Mayor Miller indicated that he would complete the required video on behalf of the City. The program would involve the Library, Parks and Recreation, and Senior Center. He stated that there would be several changes and additional opportunities available through the program, including potential scholarships for residents with limited financial resources. He also discussed providing healthy meals at the Senior Center and partnering with Healthy Plate.
ACTION	Councilmember Rasmussen made a motion to approve Hyrum City’s application to be designated as a Health Utah Community.  Councilmember Foulger seconded the motion and Councilmembers Foulger, Michael Nelson, NaLyn Nelson, Rasmussen, and Wright all voted aye. The motion passed.

CONTINUE DISCUSSION FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 17 ZONING OF THE HYRUM CITY MUNICIPAL CODE, TO CREATE CHAPTER 17.63 DETACHED ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS. APPLICATION #26-025.
City Planner Tony Ekins stated that this was the fourth discussion the City Council had held regarding Detached Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).  He reviewed the proposed regulations for detached ADUs, including locating the accessory dwelling unit behind the existing primary building and requiring the accessory dwelling unit to use the address of the existing property. He discussed establishing a minimum lot size of 11,000 square feet and requiring two entrances facing the front of the property. The Council also discussed the possibility of requiring an additional parking space for a detached ADU. 
Discussion was held regarding grandfathering existing accessory apartments. The proposed ordinance would not include grandfathering provisions. Councilmembers discussed concerns that some property owners currently have accessory apartments that provide needed rental income and that enforcement of the new ordinance could create hardships for those property owners. It was also discussed that some existing accessory apartments may have been created without the owner's intent to deliberately violate City regulations.
The Council discussed how the City would enforce the proposed ordinance and how existing nonconforming accessory apartments would be addressed. Concerns were discussed regarding limitations on sewer, water, and power connections, fees, and capacity associated with Detached Accessory Dwelling Units.  After a lengthy discussion the City Council agreed to continue the discussion at the City Council Workshop on September 17, 2026.
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORTS.

Councilmember Wright reported that the base for the Veteran’s Memorial at the cemetery is in progress but will not be completed by Labor Day. He also reported that several sinkholes developed in the cemetery following the most recent storm and that repairs are being made.
Councilmember Rasmussen reported that Recreation Manager Robert Stroud had discussed the Healthy Utah Proclamation. He also reported that he is attending countywide discussions regarding a potential countywide recreation program. He has recommended that Robert Stroud attend those meetings to listen and better understand the program but not take a position on behalf of the City until the City has determined its interests and needs.  The Museum is doing well and is preparing a display titled “Know Your Treaty.” Hyrum City was selected to host one of six displays in the country and that the City is working with members of the Shoshone Indian tribe. Grant funding is being used to compensate individuals working to develop written documentation and assist with artifact restoration. He stated that the State has requested that artifacts be documented and recorded and that the project represents a significant legacy for the Shoshone tribes.  The Museum recently received a national award and stated that the Museum has professional staff and has received recognition beyond the local area. He reported that irrigation is also progressing well.
Councilmember NaLyn Nelson reported that the National Day of Service will be held on September 12. She stated that Hyrum City's projects are listed on the JustServe website and that signs containing QR codes have been placed around the City to allow residents to sign up. Residents can also follow the National Day of Service on social media. The Youth Council has a project scheduled for September 14 to assemble care packages for first responders. She also reported that the Senior Center hired an assistant, but the employee only remained for three days. The Senior Center is currently looking for another assistant.
Councilmember Michael Nelson reported that the emergency training series held the previous Tuesday evening focused on sanitation and human hygiene. He stated that the two-hour class was well attended and that he is interested in continuing the program. He reported that several topics have been suggested and that the City could consider scheduling those topics for next summer or sooner.
Councilmember Foulger reported that the Library had approximately 7,000 patrons in August and issued 56 new library cards, including 28 Hyrum residents and 23 Nibley residents. She reported that the library is migrating to a new operating system, which is a significant undertaking, with a planned go-live date in December. The Library's September programming includes fall programs and a story time with the Sheriff. The library is doing very well. The library is working with the Cache County School District and will provide a report at the next City Council meeting.
Mayor Miller reported that Hyrum City has contracted with the Cache County Sheriff’s Office for code enforcement.  A deputy has been hired and will spend approximately 10 hours per week helping Hyrum enforce its code. He stated that codes must be in place before enforcement can occur. A link will also be available on the City's website for citizens to submit code enforcement complaints, which will be directed to the appropriate department. The Fire District is continuing to move forward. He stated that the Trustee Committee has been increased from seven members to eleven members and that progress is being made.  He continues to work on the odor initiative. Citizens have prepared letters with signatures to send to companies associated with the odor concerns. He stated that several companies with the odor problem have obtained a chemical from Kansas City that will be applied soon which should drastically decrease the odor. He acknowledged that progress has been slow but stated that progress is being made.  There have been concerns regarding the jogging/walking path and a recent Frisbee golf tournament. He noted that the walking path crosses the Frisbee golf course and discussed the safety concern created by the shared area.  The City website has been updated. He also stated that the City is working to find a venue for the annual employee City Christmas Party. The General Plan open house scheduled for the following Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:

[bookmark: _Hlk22134513]ACTION	There being no further business before the City Council, the Council Meeting adjourned at 9:46 p.m. 

						_________________________________
						Steve J. Miller
ATTEST:					Mayor 

______________________________
Stephanie Fricke
City Recorder

Approved:     September 17, 2026_____ 
	          As Written 
