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	Lynndyl Town                    
PO Box 40207
Lynndyl Ut 84640
Lynndyl.clerk@gmail.com
Minutes
Lynndyl Town Council Work Meeting
Sept 16, 2026
7:00 PM

Council in attendance: Mayor Chase Nielson, Miff Bishop, Richard Pyne, Spencer Proctor
Others in Attendance: Mary Carpenter, Joe Carpenter, Vivian Baker, Doug Nielson, Carly Nielson, Kay Stowell, Roger Stowell, Ken Lewis, Bob Lloyd

Water System Meeting Notes:

Chase Nielson called the meeting to order.  Joe Carpenter a retired water system operator, provided information regarding the ongoing water issues.

Water samples have been collected and tested for approximately nine months.  The initial testing indicated that the water was safe to drink.  However, several concerns were reported, including black or discolored water, rusty water, iron, and elevated manganese levels.

The water system was tested for chlorine and manganese.  It was noted that manganese can affect chlorine levels.  The chlorine reading was reported at approximately 0.53, while the state required level is 4.0 maximum.  The rotameter was also operating at a high level.  The chlorinator was operated for approximately five weeks in an attempt to meet state requirements, but chlorination was later stopped.  The water continued to appear dirty, and concerns regarding iron and manganese remained.  

The town had previously provided access to the chlorinator and pump house.  It was stated that the water manager should have stopped the project earlier and worked with the engineer before the new water system was placed into service in 2024.   A recent water sample showed a manganese level of approximately 0.154, which was reportedly twice the previous level.  Higher manganese readings indicate a more serious issue.  Chlorine levels were reported to be between approximately 0.06 and 0.01.

The town is working with Rual water and the state to determine whether chlorination can be discontinued.  Water trucks are currently coming into town to obtain water, and hoses have been connected to fire hydrants and left on the ground.  

Water Usage and Pressure Concerns

A backflow meter and backflow preventer are needed to prevent water from being taken from the town system without proper measurement or payment or contamination.  There are concerns that water is being taken from the town through fire hydrants and that the town is not charging for all of the water being used.  

The pump house has been running at approximately 30 pounds of pressure, and there are concerns that the town cannot maintain adequate water pressure.  A leak may be contributing to the loss of pressure.  The pump system should be evaluated to determine whether it should be operated on a variable frequency drive.  

Multiple trucks have been filling their tanks with water.  Water haulers, including sanitation and other companies may be transporting culinary water.  The amount of water being removed from the system and the resulting drawdown of the well are concerns for the town.  The town may be drawing down its well while selling water to outside parties.

The primary water quality concern continues to be manganese.  Dirty or deteriorating pipes may also be contributing to the discolored water.  

Potential Treatment Project

Joe Carpenter recently attended a water conference hosted by Rural Water.  The Fed and EPA may provide funding to towns facing issues of this type.  Funding could be available to construct a water treatment plant, potentially covering the project costs. 

The proposed system may include a high-maintenance treatment building and two chlorinators to remove the manganese from the water.  The project is estimated to cost approximately $2.5 million.  The town would likely need to increase water rates; the average water bill in the state of Utah is approximately $68.70.  A complete system overhaul may also be required every two to three years. 

An application was submitted for the project, with work potentially beginning as early as November.  Jones & DeMille was identified as the engineering firm that should have been involved earlier in the well project.

Water Sales and Truck Loading

There was a discussion about stopping water sales because of the elevated metals and the potential impact on the town’s well.  It was recommended that the town establish a designated location for loading water trucks and require a backflow prevention system.  

An air gap was identified as the best method for loading trucks safely.  The town should also ensure that equipment is operated from the proper control panel and that computers or system equipment in the well-house are not used for personal purposes.  Richard maintains records related to the water system, and all system documentation should be stored in an office building.  

“The town should focus on protecting it’s water supply and preventing outside parties from unnecessarily drawing down the well.”

Closing Comments

Spencer Proctor recommended stopping water sales
Miff Bishop expressed interest in having Joe operate the water system
Richard Pyne had no additional comments
Chase Nielson recommended stopping water sales and getting into compliance with the state

Chase Nielson Adjourned the meeting, Meeting adjourned












___________________________________
Mary Carpenter, Lynndyl Town Clerk
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