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Holden Town Council Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk219211039]             August 12, 2026


The following are minutes from the Town Council Meeting held on August 12, 2026. 
Started: 7:00 pm
Present: Council Members: Mayor Matt Stephens, LaRee Stephenson, Tamara Dallin, Mike Bleazard, David Wood
Absent: 
Staff: Caralee Wood
Guests: Jason Christensen, Riley Christensen, Paul Johnson, Phil Whatcott, Chuck Tolley, Thane Hillestad


1. Pledge: LaRee Stephenson

          Prayer: Tamara Dallin


2. [bookmark: _Hlk210746368]Approval of July 15,2026 Town Council Meeting Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk202957549]LaRee Stephenson motioned to accept the minutes for the Holden Town Council Meeting held July 15, 2026 Tamara Dallin seconded.   Roll was called, LaRee Stephenson- yes, Tamara Dallin–yes, Mike Bleazard- yes, Mayor Stephens-yes, David Wood-yes   Voting was unanimous 

3. Payment of payroll/reimbursements and bills
a. [bookmark: _Hlk213769191][bookmark: _Hlk197961623][bookmark: _Hlk201051363]The bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated July 15, 2026- August 12, 2026 were given to the council before the meeting for review.  
Added was a bill reimbursement for David Dallin for items/food purchased for the 24th of July celebration.   This total will be reimbursed to the town from Millard County Tourism.

[bookmark: _Hlk58846460]Tamara Dallin motioned to pay bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated July 15, 2026- August 12, 2026  LaRee Stephenson seconded. Roll was called; Mayor Stephens-yes, LaRee Stephenson- yes, Tamara Dallin–yes, Mike Bleazard- yes, David Wood-yes    Voting was unanimous

4. Petitions, Remonstrance and Communications

Planning and Land Use- Chuck Tolley
*Building Permits: No new permit requests

5. Fire Department
Big thank you to all those who came to help fill sandbags at the fire station. The pile of sand was all bagged within an hour. These sandbags will be held at the fire station until they are needed in our town or in an adjoining town. 

*WUI code- The fire chief was told the town does not need an area map to accompany the WUI code.  Our town is small and does not include any heavy brush areas within town limits.   The WUI code will be posted at the post office for 30 days and voted on at the September town council meeting.  

6. Report of Officers
a. - Roads & Landfill   Street signs have been ordered

b. Parks, Recreation and CERT 
The four FFA members who received a town donation have been helping public works add more sand to the playground and remove a strip of sod where an additional park bench will be placed. 

C..David Wood – Electric 
*The power project will be changing location.  The location along Hwy 50 west of town will no longer be used and a new location North West of town will be granted approval contingent on 65 acres being identified as to where the power plant will be placed.  The original landowner permit was put in for 323 acres of ground being changed from agriculture to heavy industrial. UAMPS will now be able to purchase the property, whereas upon first approaching the property owner, the owner was only willing to lease the property.  The new site will be better as it is closer to the natural gas pipeline, the transmission line will now be a straight shot instead of crossing the highway and traversing through several properties.
*AMI meter project- The contact with Verizon has been on vacation which has stalled the progress of the project, Eaton has not been able to coordinate with Verizon.  There will be a meeting on August 14 between Verizon, Eaton and Holden Towns electrical councilman, to finalize items and get the project moving. 

Water
The town feels fortunate that we haven’t had to impose water restrictions as of yet. 
The town maintenance had reduced water at the park and cemetery in June and July but as the tanks are holding a good level the town has decided to up the amount of water used at the park and cemetery.  
There were two fire hydrants that have been fixed.  One had been damaged through use and the other was leaking.  

Dormant Meter amendment- Concerns over dormant meters that are truly dormant and not used, but property owners would like to keep the meter on a vacant lot has caused the council to re-think its stand on Dormant Meters.  A dormant meter clause will be added to the water resolution, following past guidelines that have been in place for years. The clause will clear up definitions and enforce the policy.  Dormant meters are truly dormant meters; they are not turned on and off throughout the year.  Dormant meters that have not been used in a year’s time will be able to apply for dormant status.  A lock will be placed on the meter and the meter read to ensure it hasn’t been used or is not leaking.  In the event the owner of the property would like the meter removed from dormant status there will be a fee to do so. The changes will be posted on the post office door for 30 days and voted on in the September 2026 town council meeting.  An amendment will be made to the 2014-3 ordinance, adding definitions for the four classes of meters. The current definitions are vague.
To apply for a dormant meter status the meter cannot have had any use in a 12-month period.  All meter’s water and electricity will be read each month. 

*Water project update- Phase 1 of the water project is out for bid, this includes; radio read meters, an updated SCADA system, a 500,000 gal. water tank, new chlorinator room, and a cemetery booster system.  Bids will close on September 10, there will be a bid opening on that same day, with engineers and the contractors.  The council meeting will be moved from September 9th to September 16th, at which time a decision will be made as to which contractor to hire to move forward with the phase 1 projects. 
Currently the town is working with the Division of drinking water to secure the loan.  The loan should be signed/ closed the middle of September, which will enable the town to begin working on Phase 1.
The well site is in the process of environmental review; we are 6 weeks into the review, about halfway, as the process takes about three months. The town has received a conditional agreement to purchase with the landowner depending on the findings and the success of the test well. The water rights transfer is in process; it needs to be changed from an old site to the new site. There are lots of components to the water project and the town and engineers are working to expedite the process.  
The water coming into the tanks is dropping, it is now at 200 gallons a minute, we were at 215 gallons a minute at the beginning of summer, this shows the urgency of moving forward on the project and as quickly as we can. 
The timeline for the test well is the end of October/ November.  The new tank will begin to be installed in November/ December. 
The way the contract will be written for phase 1 has to have a completion date, with all things completed, April 1, 2017.  Which gives the town storage capacity to fill the tanks, giving the town better ability to provide water next summer. 

Cemetery & Employees

  7.New Business
*Town Code Review- A work meeting will be scheduled in September to go over the changes needed to the town code.  These changes will be given to the attorney working on the project so that the code can be finalized and voted on.   

*Ride share donation- No one was in attendance so it will be tabled for now. 

*Town Website- Months ago the town was looking into contracting with Town Web depending on if they were able to support the interface with the AMI meters.  Councilman Wood had been in contact with Fillmore City who was using Town Web for their web site. Fillmore city has since switched to Town Cloud stating that they felt it offered better support, and they liked the interface better.  More research will be done before a web company is chosen.  Councilman Wood also feels that the town needs to obtain a Facebook page separate from the current one relating to Holden Town. 

7. Outstanding Business
Councilman Bleazard thanked the mayor for all his work relating to the water project. Behind the scenes items that people don’t see. 

8. Adjournment:
LaRee Stephenson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm, Tamara Dallin seconded.  Voting was unanimous


Caralee Wood
Holden Town Clerk
August 12, 2026
Holden Town 
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