Utah Agriculture Advisory Board Minutes

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food

January 20, 2015 @ 1:00 p.m.

Attendees:

LuAnn Adams, Commissioner UDAF

Ken White, USU
Leland Hogan. Farm Bureau



Dave Brown, USDA
Tom Boyer, Woolgrowers




Rusty Bastian, Redmond Minerals


Don Anderson, Cattlemen’s

Dr. Roger Rees, UVMA
Ronald Stratford, Dairy Producers of Utah 





Scott Robins






Haven Hendricks, Pork Producer

Chris Falco, Fur Breeders





Cliff, Lillywhite, Egg & Poultry
R. Brent Chuggs, LDS Church

Kent Bushman
, Utah Farmers Union
Marilyn Albertson, USU Extension

Matt Cook, Norbest

Mark Gibbons, FSA





Commissioner Adams welcomed the Board and turned the time over to Leland Hogan

Leland excused, Robert McMullin ad Stu Sprouse.
Leland introduced new Board members, Rusty Bastian from Redmond Minerals and Scott Robins, owner R Livestock (auction barn)
Minutes

A motion by Tom Boyer to approved the minutes, seconded by Don Anderson, motion carried unanimously

Rural Rehab Loan Program Report – Roberta Valdez

Please see attached handout

Roberta recommended that all 4 loans be approved.

A motion was made by Ron Stratford to approve the loans, seconded by Tom Boyer.  Motion was approved unanimously.

EAT Team/Energy Efficiency - Laura Nelson

Handout
Laura is the Governor’s Executive Director of Energy Development.  One of GOED’s key initiatives is agriculture energy efficiency.   

At the last meeting Perry Thompson provided the Utah Energy Efficiency and Conservation Plan to the Board.  It was developed by the Office of Energy Development and was the result of Governor’s Herbert’s 10 year strategic plan on how to promote energy efficiency and conservation across the state.  A task force was formed in June 2014.  
The agriculture energy efficiency plan begins on page 24.  Those are the elements discussed.
3 Key Recommendations

1.  Create an Energy Agriculture Team – partnership among the agriculture community.

2.  Education and outreach.

3.  EAT – they would like the Ag Advisory Board to help give direction.

Issues in the past have been different agencies not talking with one another.  Simply talking and identifying programs that exist is a goal they would like to accomplish.  They would like the Board to help address areas that they need work on.  They would like to be a trusted partner.
Leland asked the Committee if they want to participate in the Energy Agriculture Team.  Leland asked Perry to clarify what they expected.  He explained that once or twice a year they would come to the Board for direction on different subjects.

A motion was made by Cliff Lilywhite to participate on the Energy Team.  Motion was seconded by Don Anderson, motioned passed unanimously.

Horse Tripping – Cody James

A Task Force Committee was appointed by members of the Ag Advisory Board.  They have met twice since the last Board meeting.  Education was a priority; it was decided to put together a brochure which would include:
· Background, what has happened in recent years

· Explain the responsibility of the Department regarding the care of animal.

· Defines what horse tripping is and what events host horse tripping. 

· What the concerns are with horse tripping.

· Public perception and media attention.

· Utah’s law regarding animal cruelty.

· Goals of UDAF
(brochure attached)

It was asked:  Who do we educate?  Answer:  Anyone who owns and operates a commercial arena.  Cities, Counties and Towns would be the major groups.  They are the private groups that own arenas.  Even though there are private arenas, it is thought that once the information went public, private arenas would receive the information.  The same individuals would go to both types of arenas.  Our message is to not have horse tripping.
There is no intent to outlaw the practice of horse tripping at this time.

Representative Ken Ivory spoke to the fact that horse tripping has not been a part of our culture.  It is now being introduced, and we need to address it.  We are missing the connection.  We have cruelty laws, what is accepted husbandry, how do we make the connection that “we don’t believe this is accepted animal husbandry practices, and we don’t sanction or condone.  (Speaking from the pamphlet).  Also on the middle panel, the portion addressing the intentional roping of the horse causing the animal to go to the ground, need to delete the second intentional.  Leland interjected that the pamphlet has not been passed out since there will be changes made to it.
Commissioner asked Representative Ivory to make his changes and get back to the department.

There has been legislation in different states that have taken action against horse tripping.

Leland commented that if we could get the word out to the right individuals within the rodeo community, we could bring about a resolution that would be to our benefit instead of putting laws into place. 
Leland commented that Cody needs to make changes to the pamphlet.  Cody needs to get the committee together to review and make additional changes, and then the Ag Advisory Board needs to approve the pamphlet before it goes out.

Ag Preservation - Commissioner Adams

The population will double by 2050, we are concerned about the future of agricultural lands and how to preserve the land.  We are looking for advice on ways we can preserve our ag lands going forward.  It could be put into general plans of cities and counties to be a place holder.  
How do we make it fit with property rights and willing sellers and buyers?  

Tom Boyer feels it is important.  Tom’s experience (Summit County) they want to keep cutting the corners and zone ag lands which he is adamantly opposed to.  By doing so, you infringe upon property rights.  It is important that we approach it through conservation easements or by other means where there is a willing buyer and seller, so that they can be properly preserved.  The benefit is that someone will take care of the property.  We need to move in a procedural way that will give meaningful results in the end.

A comment was made that it needs to start with a local desire (county level).  Are there other state level entities that could provide education/training/awareness?  Help counties understand what can be done and build local desire.
Leland commented that we use to have the LeRay McAllister Fund, but it is longer funded.  Farm Bureau members are not in favor of easement as they were previously. 

Sterling commented that in 2011 there was the Agriculture Sustainability Task Force that 16 industry leaders and 16 legislators comprised the task force.  The report is on the Departments website.  It is a great report and great research.  Sterling recommends unearthing that report and work through the Lt. Governor’s Office and maybe we could go further with that report.
It was commented that the NRCS has conservation easement programs from $3 million to $5 million a year.

Action Item:  Get the Board Members copies of the report for our next meeting.

Fee Changes for Eggs - Travis Waller

Last October, it was proposed a new fee structure for the small egg producer rule is 3,000 or fewer egg laying hen operation.  The rule is put into place to enable small egg producers to move their product in commerce. No fee structure has been established.
Application – handout (includes registration fees)

Cliff and Travis have discussed this since the last meeting.  Cliff has studied this and feels it is extremely important to have registration available, particularly in light of the Avian Influenza and the importance of being able to identify small producers.  Cliff has no issue with this.
A motion was made to approve fee changes for eggs by Matt Cook, seconded by Haven Hendricks and motion passed unanimously.

Hemp Rule - Melissa Ure

At our last meeting the Industrial Hemp Rule was discussed.  Based on public comment, changes have been made.
Page 1 – Definition for a Security Plan was changed.  (It is only required to have one)

Page 2 – Removed the requirements for a background check.

Removed the portion regarding law enforcement going on property without notice.    

Also Department official would go during normal working hours.


   Level of 1% - as long as they make it known to the Department when there is a possibility of it exceeding the limit the information will not be turned over to law enforcement.
A motion was made to approve the changes to the Industrial Hemp Rule by Tom Boyer, seconded by Ken White.  Motion was approved unanimously.

Administrative Rules - Cody James - Trich Rule, Ear Tags
Trich change – The bulls going directly to a slaughter or qualified feed lot livestock auction would be exempt from Trich testing. 
Scott Robinson made a comment that there should be documentation that the bull had been Trich tested or send them directly to slaughter, which would eliminate any problems.  
Discussion on telling anyone that bought a bull that wasn’t going to slaughter, that the bull would need to be Trich tested within a period of time.

A motion was made by Scott Robinson to accept the changes for Trich testing, seconded by Dr. Roger Rees.  Motion passed unanimously

Tags – After discussions this summer with producers throughout the State.  Tested bulls for Trich should carry an additional ID tag in the right ear.  Having that official ID would help with traceability.  Cody received an email from Colorado that they have put this into their rules.  
Don commented that he really didn’t have a “feel” one way or another, whether cattlemen would support or reject this requirement.  Don believes that it is good practice.  This wasn’t an item that the Cattlemen’s Association voted on.
Brent Tanner commented, he hoped that this tag would be small enough to stay in the animal permanently and not be replaced annually like the Trich tag.  Brent has not heard of any opposition to this change.
Cody commented that they do have the one ear tag put in the first time the bull is tested and still have the Trich tag with the color for purpose of enforcement, so it would be both.
A motion was made not to accept the changes to the ear tags for Trich by Scott Robinson.  Motion was seconded by Kent Bushman.  Motion passed unanimously to not accept the changes.
Round Table Report from Board Members & Ex-officio Board Members

Kent Bushman – Farmers Union had their convention last weekend in conjunction with Pork Producers.  The convention went well.  Kent asked if when a negative article comes out, is there something that the Department could do offset the article with the good that we do.  Also, could we have proactive articles that go out all the time?
Ron Stratford – Dairy Industry is very cyclical.  Last year was a very positive year with good prices, the drop is here.  Beef is still good.  There is going to be a Cow Share Bill.  Currently that is illegal.
Rusty Bastian – Are there any incentive programs in the State for individuals to grow crops for essential oils, Brighams tea, etc.  Rusty received a called from Matt Warnock asking about specialty crop grants.  (Matt Warnock was present; his company is looking for specialized herbs that are sold throughout the country.  They have 150 different medicinal herbs that they use in their products.   Matt asked what is being done to encourage Utah farmers to grow other crops?
Scott Robinson – Livestock Marketing has been good.  Prices are 2-3 times higher than in the past.  It is a good time to have livestock.

Haven Hendricks – Pig markets are down.  Circle 4 has PEDv currently under control.  Some producers in the U.S. are using a new vaccine.  The Pork Producers appreciated the Farmers Union having a co-convention.
Cliff Lilywhite – Avian Influenza is a big problem.  It has been found in all northwestern states.  It is a serious disease that is spread from wild bird.  Backyard chickens are high since they are not in a covered facility.  If it get too serious, the department would have to go door to door.  A.I.  has not been found any commercial flocks.  A.I. will kill the birds/chickens.
Robert McMullin – They had a good year in agriculture.  The LDS church appreciates the support of the Commissioner helping them maintain fertile land across the Wasatch front
Tom Boyer – The Utah Woolgrowers are doing great, they had record attendance at their convention.  They appreciated Commissioner Adams and Scott for their attendance and being supportive and present along with the other State Commissioners of Agriculture.  They are still having issues with Big Horn Sheep.  Rob Bishop has been helping with the Big Horn Sheep issues.
Chris Falco – Fur business went down a little last year but still profitable.
Dave Brown – NRCS is currently holding a sign up for their Energy Initiatives.  When energy assessments or audits are done, they have private industry conduct them.  The results from those only go to the producer.  That is private/privileged information.  They are also currently in sign up for sage grouse initiative, range improvements to improve the sage grouse habitat.
Ken White – Agriculture is doing well at USU.  Enrollment is still climbing at the College of Ag.  A couple of weeks ago USU had a ribbon cutting for the Sam Skaggs Family Equine Education Center Classroom Building.  Extension Service is doing well.  Off campus Extension generates $9M in external funding through workforce services.  Last fall the first group of veterinary student went to Washington.  Next Monday there is a reception for potential Utah vet students that are coming for 20 open positions; they would start in the Fall of 2015.  It has been a huge success and created a lot of opportunities for Utah students.  The cap is at 20 Utah students and 10 out of area students for the vet program at USU.
Mark Gibbons – FSA has done a lot of training on the new Farm Bill programs.  
Extension Services has helped FSA to educate producers.  FSA has been short employees.
Marilyn Albertson – Marilyn is concerned about the price of eggs and poultry going up.   Extension has “Food Sense” educators that go out and teach low income consumers how to use their dollar to provide adequate nutrition for their families.  One of the benefits is they take them to Farmers Markets since they can use their food stamps there and also use local produce.
Don Anderson – Beef prices are high.  The outlook for the coming year should remain strong.  Don would like the cattlemen to be part of meetings regarding monuments and give their input regarding grazing.  There was a sage grouse forum that was held in Utah.  They have done a great job being proactive managing sage grouse.
Dr. Rees – Commented about Veterinarian School.  Students are graduating with huge debts.  He has two interns that currently work for him that owe $180,000 each for student loans.  Students graduating will not move to rural areas because they owe on student loans.  Anything we can do to encourage students to work in agriculture Dr. Rees would applaud.  It will be an uphill battle.  Also, soon there will be an overabundance of Vets because the schools are increasing the amount of students they allow.
Leland Hogan – Corn prices are down and livestock prices are up.  
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, April 28th at 1:00 p.m.

