MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

SEPTEMBER 1, 2026


Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Dennis Worwood, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Keven Jensen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Attorney Mike Olsen (via zoom) Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.

CONSENT AGENDA


(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS

The Warrant Check Edit List # 271762 through and including #271846 was presented for payment.

There were no requisitions or dispositions.

(2)
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 18, 2026 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(3)
APPROVAL OF SHAWN DEVEREAUX TO BE A VOLUNTEER AT THE HUNTINGTON AIRPORT.

(4)
APPROVAL OF KADE ALLRED TO BE A VOLUNTEER FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE.

(5)
NOTIFICATION: COMMISSIONER JENSEN HAS SELECTED JAN OLSEN AS A VARIABLE PART TIME CONFIDENTIAL ASSISTANT WITH PRO RATED RETIREMENT WORKING 20-29 HOURS PER WEEK.  WAGE GRADE 14 @ $21.26 PH.


DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda and scratch #5 from the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(2)
PRESENTATION BY NIKI ALLRED REGARDING THE COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE ONE DIRECTION PREVENTION COALITION.

Niki Allred Physical Agent for Four Corners Behavioral Health provided a presentation assessment report for the One Direction Prevention Coalition.  She talked about challenges that youth are experiencing today. 

(3)
RATIFICATION OF SIGNING MOU BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND THE STATE OF UTAH DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, DIVISION OF FORESTRY, FIRE AND STATE LANDS REGARDING COMPENSATION OF WILDFIRE SERVICES.

Due to time constraints the MOU between Emery County and the State of Utah Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands regarding compensation for wildfire services was signed previous to this meeting and now that signing needs to be ratified. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to ratify the signing of an MOU between Emery County and the State of Utah Department of Natural Resources regarding compensation of wildfire services.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(4)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ISSUANCE OF NOTICE OF AWARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES-COMMERCIAL RENOVATIONS TO HUNTINGTON BRANCH LIBRARY RFP.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a Notice of Award
For Professional services Commercial Renovations to Huntington Branch Library RFP to Nichols Remodeling and Construction in the amount of $79,597.20.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(5)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ISSUANCE OF NOTICE OF AWARD FOR PROCESSIONAL SERVICE-COMMERICIAL RENOVATIONS TO CASTLE DALE BRANCH LIBRARY RFP.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve Notice of Award for Professional Services Commercial Renovations to Castle Dale Branch Library RFP to Nichols Remodeling and Construction in the amount of $59,330.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERGENCY DECLARATION RELATED TO RECENT FLOODING EVENTS.

This declaration was prepared by the State Emergency Coordinator. 
Emery County has suffered significant flooding beginning on August 29, 2026, resulting from severe thunderstorms and excessive rainfall across portions of Emery County, Utah.

Emery County hereby declares a State of Emergency resulting from flooding and associated impacts beginning August 29, 2026, and authorizes the expenditure of emergency funds from all available sources, the execution and activation of mutual aid agreements, the utilization of available emergency resources, and the requesting of assistance from the State of Utah and other appropriate agencies and organizations.

Attorney Mike Olsen has not had the opportunity to review the document.  He has no objection to the help. 

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve an Emergency Declaration related to recent flooding events.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none





(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PLAN OF ACTION REGARDING CONSTRUCTION OF CATCH BASINS OR OTHER EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION INFRASTRUCTURE.

Commissioner Jensen wanted to discuss the concerns regarding potential ideas for a long term plan to mitigate watershed protection infrastructure.  He has visited with Sgt. Lake regarding immediate needs that are being addressed through the community , the mayor, and other agencies. They discussed catch basins above Orangeville, the bridge in Orangeville, and other infrastructure needs.   They talked about going after a grant to get an engineering company to look at the watersheds.  Commissioner Worwood expressed the need to look at catch basins.  Some of the structures we have relied on in the past are no longer viable.  High risk dams were discussed. The silt material that was washed down with the flooding. Commissioner Jensen again expressed a desire to get an engineering company to look at all the watersheds in the County. Commissioner Leonard suggested looking at this during budget time and coming up with a plan to potentially help with drainages.  Commissioner Worwood talked about involving the canal companies.  It was suggested to look into NRCS for funding or the Emergency Watershed Protection Program through NRCS. The Commissioners talked about advertising for an RFP.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to look into funding sources and prepare an RFP to get someone to give us an evaluation for ways to prevent future flooding events.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 11-8-25A ESTABLISHING THE DISBURSEMENT OF STATE PILT FUNDS.

Commissioner Worwood explained that State PILT( payment in lieu of taxes) payment is an annual payment from the State and must be disbursed to Special service Districts in the County.  Resolution 9-1-26 A will amend Resolution 11-8-25A and allocate distribution of State PILT funds as follow:  
Emery Emergency Medical Service District shall receive $200,000 of PILT funding annually for up to 5 years;
Emery County Fire Protection Special Service District $40,000 annually;
North Emery Water User’s Special Service District $50,000 annually;
Emery County Recreation Special SErvice District $43,139 annually;
Remaining PILT Funds will be disbursed on an as needed basis pursuant to review of funding requests made by Districts in need. 
Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to adopt Resolution 9-1-26 A amending Resolution 11-8-25A establishing the disbursement of State PILT funds.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:   Keven Jensen
           Jordan Leonard
           Dennis Worwood
NAY:   none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND CLEAN CUT ROOFING & SIDING  FOR WORK AT THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE BUILDING IN GREEN RIVER.  

Maintenance Supervisor Kyle Scow requested approval for a contract between Emery County and Clean Cut Roofing & Siding for roof repairs at the Sheriff’s office building.  The contract amount is $7,687.05.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a contract between Emery County and Clean Cut Roofing & Siding for work at the Sheriff’s Office Building in Green River.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PROPOSED RURAL COUNTY GRANT PROJECTS FOR 2027.

Commissioner Leonard proposed Rural County Grant Projects for 2027 as follow:
$125,000 for Business Improvement Grant Program
$10,000 for Emery Junior Entrepreneur Program
$5,000 for Green River Alliance, administered through the Chamber/Business Improvement Grant Program
$30,00 for potential Economic Development Consultant
$30,00 for unencumbered funds to be reserved for future economic development projects.

Commissioner Worwood explained that every year the Governor’s Office of Economic Development gives out rural grants to rural counties that have to be spent for Economic Development.  We advertise for grants to expand or improve businesses in Emery County. The Emery County Business Chamber with help from Patsy Stoddard evaluates and awards the grants to the businesses.  We have a very good Jr. Entrepreneur program that works very well.  Green River has a Business Alliance that we help fund.  Commissioner Jensen expressed concern for Economic Development Consultant.  He would like to see Emery County have their own consultant that is not in partnership with Carbon County. He expressed his concerns regarding this partnership.  Commissioner Leonard talked about the Business Improvement Grant Program as a match grant program.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the proposed Rural County Grant Projects for 2027 as discussed.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
       Keven Jensen
       Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY A RESOLUTION AMENDING TITLE 7, CHAPTER 8, SECTION 1 OF THE EMERY COUNTY PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL.

Personnel Director Mary Huntington requested approval to amend Title 7, Chapter 8, Section 1 of the Emery County Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual to assure we are in full compliance with federal and state laws and administrative requirements. Governor Spencer Cox signed a law updating the observation of day for Juneteenth.  Juneteenth will be observed on June 19th.  When a holiday falls on a Saturday, it shall be observed on the preceding work day.  When it falls on a Sunday, it shall be observed on the following work day.
Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to adopt Resolution 9-1-26B amending Title 7, Chapter 8, Section 1 of the Emery County Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual.  The  motion was seconded by Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  nay


(12)
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORT

Sheriff Huntington commended the random people from the communities who came to help with the flooding event in Orangeville. Many properties sustained water damage.  The inmates helped fill sand bags. 
Commissioner Jensen reported that the County Commissioners are working on what needs to happen with regards to solar projects.
Valor Atomics will hold an open house on September 10 from 4-7pm.
Commissioner Leonard talked about upcoming Lunch and Learn Fossil Rock


(13)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
           Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none




ATTEST:_______________________ COMMISSIONER : _________________________    
