Minutes of the Bicknell Planning & Zoning Commission
Tuesday August 18, 2026 7:00 
Bicknell Town Hall, 64 West 100 North Bicknell UT

Welcome, call to order and pledge by Ellen Anderson

Roll Call:  Connie Durfey, Deanne Frazier, Ellen Anderson, Darcie King, Jim Dudleston present.

Last month Minutes:  
A motion was made by Darcie to approve last month's minutes as written.  The motion was seconded by Deanne and unanimously approved.

First item - Shipping and storage containers: 

Darcie asked if the Town Council had seen any of this.   Ellen said those comments marked ‘TC’ in our document were Town Council remarks.  

The first comment by Noreen was in the title.  She thought they should just be called ‘Shipping Containers’.  She felt everyone would understand what that was.  There was some discussion on calling them Storage containers but we decided on Shipping.

The next discussion was on ‘tractor trailers.  The Town council thought we should take it out and Steve thought we should leave it in.   Maybe some clarification that if the wheels were taken off it would fall under storage containers and this ordinance.    Ellen asked if anyone had ever removed the wheels?  Ellen read the email received from Steve;  

  I have been thinking about the storage container discussion we had in our town board work meeting.  I wanted to give you some feedback and ask some questions.
1. I don't understand why truck trailers, that are used for exactly the same purpose as storage containers, can't be included.  It seems to me that use should be the determining factor.  
2.  If we can't include them, then we should consider them under signs.  For example, it seems inappropriate for someone in a residential district such as John Torgerson (100 N. 300 E) can have a truck trailer advertising bud light.  If we allow that, pretty soon we'll have signs all over in residential districts and our sign ordinance says we can only have signs in commercial zones and that the signs must meet several other conditions.  It's not up to us to worry about how hard it is to take painted signs off.  That is their problem.  We should enforce the sign ordinance.
3. These things are coming down in price and more and more people will use them for storage containers that they rent or use themselves.  
4. I couldn't find anything in your handout about colors of storage containers.  Do they have to be a neutral or pale color or can they be bright red, for example?
5.  I like the idea of a free building permit but also believe that we should have language that includes trailers used for storage so owners have to seek a building permit if that is their intended use, setbacks, etc.
   This is an issue that could, in many ways, determine what kind of a town we have and how beautiful it stays.  Having storage sheds or truck trailers all over is like having single-wide trailer houses all over town and they could eventually be lived in (there are already people living in them across the country.)  Some cities have implemented constant surveillance and strict management oversight that make long-term stays in storage containers nearly impossible.
   Anyway, these are my thoughts. 
Enclosed tractor trailers;  
	Jim thought Steve was correct in that it needed to be addressed but thought it should be part of the sign ordinance.  He thought it should be put in our queue and addressed as part of the sign ordinance.

Ellen said there is another in town with “Mountain Dew” on it that is backed in on their property.  She felt they were not going to get a permit to back it into where they have their other trailers and boat.  Who are we to say they aren’t going to haul it somewhere?    Howie also has half a dozen of them at the other end of town.   Do we include these in this ordinance?   

Ellen went around the room to get everyone's opinion: Ellen said take it out of this ordinance.  Jim said to take it out of this but keep it in our queue and look at it when we update the sign ordinance. Deanne went along with Jim.  Darcie also thought looking at it with signs was the way to go as did Connie.  

Ellen said she was taking it out of this ordinance and adding it to our queue.

It was decided that ‘Shipping Containers’ would be added as a section to the Building and Zoning Ordinance rather than being a standalone ordinance.
 
Section 15: SHIPPING CONTAINERS
A.  PURPOSE: To establish regulations for the use of shipping containers within the Town of Bicknell. 
There was some discussion on B. and it was decided to take ‘permanent’ out.  
B.  Shipping containers are considered a structure and are subject to all provisions of structures in Section 9 of this ordinance.

Permits and application procedures; The Town council didn’t think anyone would really pay to get a building permit so decided maybe a ‘no charge’ permit might be good.  That way we could at least make sure it met setbacks before it was placed.

There was some discussion on the permit process and the following was decided on:


C.  PERMITS/APPLICATION PROCEDURES:  
1. A “no fee” building permit is required to place a shipping container on your  
    property either temporarily or permanently.
a. Applications must be submitted to the Planning Commission for review.
2. A standard building permit is required to stack, modify or integrate a shipping  
    container into a permanent structure.
a. Building permits must follow the procedure outlined in Section 7 of this ordinance.

There was some discussion on ‘location’ and ‘placement’.  The following is the result:
LOCATION: Shipping Containers are viewed as a structure and must meet setbacks and clear view requirements as outlined in Section 9 or this ordinance.
PLACEMENT: Shipping Containers must be placed on a level prepared surface.

The following is the end result of our discussion:

Definitions:

SHIPPING CONTAINER: Means, generally, an all-steel container (some with wooden floors or interior walls, also referred to as storage containers) with the strength to withstand shipment, storage, and handling.  Such containers include reusable steel boxes, freight containers, and bulk shipping containers; originally a standardized reusable vessel designed for and used in the packing, shipping, movement, transportation, or storage of freight, articles, goods, or commodities; generally capable of being mounted or moved on a rail car, truck trailer, or loaded on a ship. 

Section 15: SHIPPING CONTAINERS
A.  PURPOSE: To establish regulations for the use of shipping containers within the Town of Bicknell. 
B. Shipping containers are considered a structure and are subject to all provisions of structures in Section 9 of this ordinance.
C. PERMITS/APPLICATION PROCEDURES:  
1. A “no fee” building permit is required to place a shipping container on your  
    property either temporarily or permanently.
a. Applications must be submitted to the Planning Commission for review.
2. A standard building permit is required to stack, modify or integrate a shipping  
    container into a permanent structure.
a. Building permits must follow the procedure outlined in Section 7 of this ordinance.
D. Shipping Containers are for personal use and may not be rented to others unless they are in a commercial zone and meets all business requirements.
D. LOCATION: Shipping Containers are viewed as a structure and must meet setbacks and clear view requirements as outlined in Section 9 or this ordinance.
D. PLACEMENT: Shipping Containers must be placed on a level prepared surface.
D. Stacking containers is prohibited unless used within an approved permanent structure. 
D. EXTERIOR: All shipping containers must be kept free of graffiti and advertisements. 
D. EXISTING CONTAINERS:  The placement and use of shipping containers placed before the date of this ordinance may continue to be used provided that no such use be expanded, relocated, or changed in any way on the property without conforming to the provisions of this ordinance.
1. If an existing container is in the clear view area, it must be relocated.
J. Temporary shipping containers are allowed during construction for the duration of the building permit and subject to Section 7 E of this ordinance.

There was a short discussion on enforcement.  The end result was that this section of the larger ordinance did not need an enforcement section.

The meeting was adjourned.

