BEAR RIVER CITY
PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
August 18, 2026  6:30 PM  Civic Center

MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT:  Chairman Travis Hendrickson		Commission Member David Ormond
	      Vice Chairman Sue Rees			Commission Member Jacob Rawle
	      Zoning Administrator James Knight	Commission Member Travis Price 
      Secretary Carol Andreasen

	     No Visitors

1. WELCOME/OPENING CEREMONY: Chairman Hendrickson welcomed everyone and brought the meeting to order.  Vice Chairman Rees gave an opening prayer.

2. MINUTES:  Vice Chairman Rees motioned the minutes of July 21, 2026 be approved as prepared. Commission Member Ormond 2nd the motion.  All voted in approval, motion passes.

3. NEXT MEETING is scheduled for September 15, 2026 at 6:30 PM.

4. PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT:  Administrator Knight reported Jaden Meyehoffer has received approval to build a shop.  VanNatta’s are still trying to figure out a way to build a garage and meet the setbacks on a corner lot. 

5. DEFINE REAR YARD ON CORNER LOT: Administrator Knight has been studying the LMDC.  Definitions for Yards begin with designating the front yard first, then the rear yard, and last the side yards.  3.19 (a) states “Development on corner lots shall have two front setbacks.  The rear yard will be the side of the property opposite the driveway access from the street.  If it is not clear which boundary should border the rear yard, the owner or developer may specify which is the rear yard.”  Chairman Hendrickson noted as he drove into town that the placement of driveways is not a good indicator of where the rear yard is located.  Administrator Knight agreed and suggested removing the reference to driveways in 3.19 and using the home or building address as a way to determine the front yard on corner lots. Commission Member Price noted how important it is to have house numbers on the buildings from an emergency response perspective.  Confusion has also been noted if using the front door to identify the front yard.  The front door has changed locations on some homes and others it is located on the side of the home.  Another clarification could be “Accessory Buildings may not be located within the 30 ft street side yard of a corner lot.” The current code does not take into consideration the setbacks on adjoining lots.  Chairman Hendrickson created some text to clarify setbacks and Administrator Knight also had some suggestions.  Administrator Knight will combine the discussion information and suggestions to write a proposed clarification to be presented at the next Planning Commission meeting before recommending it to the City Council.  There was discussion on whether a public hearing is required; the proposed changes are for clarification not changes in the requirements.  

Zoning Administrator Knight was excused.

6. GENERAL PLAN UPDATE:  Commission Members received Section 4, Basic Public Services, in Google docs to review and add comments in.  Without everyone having a computer it was hard to have a discussion during the meeting.  Chairman Hendrickson has an extra TV he could give to the City to project the document on to facilitate discussions in the future.  Chairman Hendrickson explained the main objective of section 4 is that new development provides what is needed for that development, but if it benefits existing or future needs there needs to be compensation to the developer.  He would also like to see titles or subtitles instead of the words objectives and policy to make it easier to find what we are looking for.  He also felt it was important to remember we are updating a plan not setting standards like the LMDC does.  Members were encouraged to add their comments and give suggestions for titles.  Commission Member Ormond motioned to postpone further discussion on section 4 until next month when we have a TV and can all look at the comments together, second to the motion was given by Vice Chairman Rees with all voting in the affirmative.

7. SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE UPDATE 8A:  Commission Member Ormond motioned to postpone discussion on the Subdivision Ordinance until we get a TV and put comments in Google Docs to discuss at the next meeting, Vice Chairman Rees seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 

8. ASSIGNMENTS: Add comments and suggestions for discussion next month in Section 4 of the General Plan and 8A of the Subdivision Ordinance using Google Docs.

9. FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS:  

10. ADJOURNMENT:  Vice Chairman Rees motioned to adjourn at 7:35 PM.  Second by Commission Member Rawle, all approved.

Minutes approved on September 15, 2026

