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August11, 2026 – 5:00 PM
Beaver City Council Chambers
30 West 300 North, Beaver, Ut 84713


Elected Officials Present: Mayor Matt Robinson; Council Members Hunter Holt; Lance Cox; Tyler Schena; David Albrecht; Randy Hunter

Council Excused: Mayor Matt Robinson and Council Member Randy Hunter joined us online.  

City Staff Present: City Manager Monte Hawkins; City Attorney Justin Wayment; City Recorder Meranda Martin; Executive assistant Taylor Gillins; 

Others Present: Jackie & Mark Whittlesey, Amy Wayman, Kevin Smedley, McConnell Anderson, Kroyden Smith, Haxston Smith, Allie Mofett, Emily Moffett, Hattie Smith, Shiloh Tippetts, Evelyn Henderson, Candace Smith, Heidi Olsen, Tenzlyn Olsen, Braxton Smith, Luke Bradshaw, Parker Vercimak, Darin Robinson

David Albrecht offered the opening prayer, pledge and thought.

Conflict of Interest Statement: 

Hunter Holt declared a conflict of interest, noting he serves as the treasure for the 4-H Livestock Club.

4-H Club:

Representatives of the Beaver County 4-H Club appeared before council to request continued financial support. They reported 85 participants and 142 animals. Due to increased participation the club requested $1,500 up from prior year’s $1,000.  The Clubs in-kind service for the donation is cleaning up trash near the Hospital and Ambulance building.  
Motion to approve $1500 for 4-H Club was made by Council Member Lance Cox, Second by Council Member David Albrecht.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Amy Wayman -Flood and Fire:

Amy Wayment, a Minersville resident, addressed the Council to express gratitude for the community's response to the summer's disasters. She proposed the installation of "thank you" billboards on both sides of the freeway to publicly acknowledge the statewide support the community has received, noting it may also encourage continued goodwill over the coming years of recovery. The Council received the idea positively and noted to explore the proposal.

Business Relief Fundraiser:

Shilo Tibbets and Evie Henderson appeared on behalf of Robin McMullen to request use of a city facility for a business relief fundraiser.  The fundraiser is set to be held September 3rd.  The event would include a pop-up market and raffle to help raise funds for local businesses impacted by reduced tourism.  Discussion was held regarding venue options, as City Center pavilion remains under construction. The council recommend either Pioneer Park or the Fourplex as suitable alternatives.  

City Council Minutes Approved:

Minutes of the previous regular council meeting and emergency meeting minutes were presented. Council Member David Albrecht motioned, and Council Member Hunter Holt seconded to approve the minutes from Regular City Council Meeting Minutes July 14, 2026, and Emergency City Council Meeting Minutes July 20, 2026.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Bills Approval:

Bills were presented and reviewed by the City Council member Hunter Holt. Council Member Hunter Holt motioned, and Council Member Lance Cox seconded to approve the proposed bills for July 14, 2026, to August 10, 2026, as presented. The motion carried unanimously. 

Underground River Crossing Funding Approval

Parker Vercimak of Jones & DeMille Engineering presented a contract for engineering design services related to the Baker Canyon spring line, which was damaged during the summer flooding. The scope includes placing the overhead river crossing underground in a protective casing, assessing and repairing the spring line up Baker Canyon, and designing an emergency booster station to improve system resiliency. The contract amount is expected to be fully funded as a grant through the Utah Division of Drinking Water's planning advance program. Two additional funding requests are anticipated one at a board meeting on August 25 for approximately $196,000 for construction, and a third package at the end of September for longer-term improvements.

Motion to approve the Jones & DeMille engineering contract for the underground river crossing and associated water system improvements was made by Council Member Lance Cox, Second by Council Member Hunter Holt.  All voted in favor.  None Opposed

Secondary Water Strategy Discussion:
  
City Manager Monte Hawkins introduced a discussion regarding the long-term strategy for Beaver City's pressurized irrigation (PI) system, which has been significantly impacted by debris-laden surface water resulting from the summer fires and floods. Darren Robinson of Jones & DeMille Engineering provided a technical overview.
Key findings included that Beaver City's groundwater aquifer has been in slow decline over the past 20 years, making it unsustainable to use groundwater wells as a full replacement for surface water during the irrigation season. The Council has been advised that emergency supplemental use of existing wells including the Cemetery Well and the North Creek Well is acceptable on a limited, as-needed basis.
The recommended long-term strategy is to invest in improved diversion and debris-settling infrastructure at the head of the canal to allow the city to continue using river water, which is expected to run muddy for up to a decade as burn scars heal. The design would include sluice gates and settling structures like systems successfully deployed in other fire-affected watersheds. Staff noted the importance of informing residents to expect dirtier irrigation water and to inspect and upgrade their in-line filters accordingly. The Council agreed not to rush into costly capital decisions, and Jones & DeMille was directed to continue coordinating with FEMA, NRCS, and the Utah Division of Drinking Water to maximize available grant funding before any construction commitments are made.

5 County General Plan Discussion (Kevin Smedley):

Kevin Smedley with Five County Association of Governments, presented to the council the general plan process.  Kevin services are provided at no cost to the city through state funding.  Beaver City’s current general plan dates to 1994, most recent updates in 2021 that were not finalized.  The process is led by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  An updated plan typically takes approximately one year to complete.  The Council unanimously expressed support for proceeding. 

Fee Schedule Change:

City Manager Hawkins wanted to discuss with Council regarding the lack of written policy governing water connection requirements for properties outside of city limits. Staff have historically required these applicants to deed 0.45 acre- feet of water to the city, but this practice is not codified.  
The Council and City Attorney discussed several practical implications. It was agreed that the City’s code language should be updated to reflect the 0.45 acre-feet of water.  City Attorney Justin Wayment agreed to review the relevant code for outside city limits and inside water service area. 

Marathon Discussion:

City Manager Monte Hawkins presented a request from Lyle of Underground Runner for the city to honor a $5,000 sponsorship commitment for the Beaver Canyon Half Marathon, which was cancelled due to the summer wildfire. The organizer transitioned the event into a virtual format and claimed to have spent approximately $5,000 on virtual race materials. 
The council unanimously declined to honor the request.  Members noted that its not customary to honor the continued sponsorship for canceled events and referenced other race organizers who issued full refunds to sponsors following their own cancellations.  Additional concern was raised that the organizer did not consult with the Council before converting it to a virtual format, the virtual event generated no economic benefit for Beaver City, and that funding this request would be difficult to justify to other local businesses currently struggling.  

Waterway Discussion:

City Manager Hawkins reported that a group of residents approached the city requesting consideration of a waterway improvement at the intersection of 300 North and 400 East, which is subject to recurring flooding. The ditch company has infrastructure at that location and was included in a preliminary meeting. Both the residents and the ditch company indicated willingness to contribute financially to a potential project.
Discussion revealed that the city has historically cleaned and maintained the ditch screens at that intersection, though no written agreement establishing that responsibility could be located. Council members expressed concern that the ditch company bears primary responsibility for maintaining its own infrastructure, and that city involvement may have begun informally without formal authorization. City Attorney Justin noted that if city responsibility stems from a prior commitment, the city should honor it, but the history needs to be documented.
Mayor Robinson proposed that the city solicit engineering bids to design a cross-gutter improvement, with the understanding that the ditch company and/or other stakeholders would be expected to contribute to construction costs. City Manager Hawkins was directed at obtaining a written history of the arrangement from the ditch company, and staff were authorized to proceed with a request for proposal for engineering design services. The Council agreed that any formal cost-sharing must be established by written agreement before construction proceeds

Reports, Updates, Old Business Follow Up: Elected Officials and Staff:

City Recorder Meranda Martin:
Minersville pool was able to utilize a significant amount of equipment from Beaver City pool.

City Manager Hawkins:
Employee handbook is approximately 99% complete, with only minor edits remaining.  

Council Member Cox:
Library board met and noted that the library is on pace for its busiest year yet. 

Attorney Justin Wayment:
Announced that the city was dismissed from one of the lawsuits.   

Closed Session:
Council Member Schena motioned, and Council Member Cox seconded to move into closed session to discuss pending or imminent litigation. Council Members Hunter Holt, Lance Cox, Tyler Schena, David Albrecht, and Randy Hunter voted yea by roll call vote. Motion passed with a unanimous vote. The Council moved into closed session at 7:05 p.m. and moved out at 7:24 p.m. 

Present in the above closed session: Mayor Matt Robinson, Council Members Hunter Holt, Lance Cox, Tyler Schena, David Albrecht, Randy Hunter, and City Manager Monte Hawkins, City Recorder Meranda Martin, and City Attorney Justin Wayment.


Council Member David Albrecht motioned, and Council Member Hunter Holt seconded to move into closed session to Purchase, exchange, or lease of real property when public discussion of the transaction would disclose the appraisal or estimated value of property. Council Members Hunter Holt, Lance Cox, Tyler Schena, David Albrecht, and Randy Hunter voted yea by roll call vote. Motion passed with a unanimous vote. The Council moved into closed session at 7:25 p.m. and moved out at 7:29 p.m. 

Present in the above closed session: Mayor Matt Robinson, Council Members Hunter Holt, Lance Cox, Tyler Schena, David Albrecht, Randy Hunter, and City Manager Monte Hawkins, City Recorder Meranda Martin, and City Attorney Justin Wayment.

Action:
No actions resulting from the closed session discussions.

Adjournment:
Council Member Lance Cox motioned, and Council Member Tyler Schena seconded to adjourn the meeting. All voted in favor. None opposed. 

The Council Meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. The next scheduled regular Council meeting will be held August 25, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. 
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