 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting August 10th, 2026
195 N Main Street Randolph, Ut 84064
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer

Braden Cornia 
Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston (absent)
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Ben Law, Conservation Planner  

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist (absent) 
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 
Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension (absent)
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes were emailed prior to the meeting, along with hard copies provided at the beginning of the meeting. Braden Cornia made a motion to approve the minutes, with Judy Stuart seconding the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.
Agenda Item

Financial Report — Jeanne Weston

It was reported that there is currently $41,059.32 in the general operating fund.

The deposit recorded was $3.26 in interest.

The checks that have been processed are #386, GPS Tags for Reganne Briggs’ grant, and #387, Nutrien Ag Solutions for chemical.

The checks that have not yet been processed are #389, Candy Cornia SERA, $68.70; #390, Judy Stuart SERA, $89.00; #391, Braden Cornia SERA, $52.00; #392, Cole Weston SERA, $22.50; #393, Conservation Planner wages, $15,978.67; and #388, Clerk wages, $1,100.50.

The bill discussed was for a computer, as Jeanne Weston is having trouble with the district computer. Braden Cornia made a motion to approve repairs or the purchase of a new computer, with Judy Stuart seconding the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.
Agenda Item

Ben Law — UDAF

Ben reported that the resource coordinator is called to make sure all of our duties are done properly. Closed session meetings need to be recorded and kept on file. Closed-session recordings should not be uploaded.

GRAMA requests periodically come through that appear to be AI-generated requests seeking information. Ben has informed them that they can come in and go over the minutes.

The crime insurance covers all members of the district, not just the treasurer.

The district needs an independent PO Box. Ben will investigate whether the current box is acceptable and will get back to the district.

Payments have been going well, and there have not been any issues with Zone 1. They are tightening up on this process, and each quarter needs to be billed at the end of the quarter.

Nick Reithel is moving on to another position with DNR. His position will be filled soon. They may not hold a CIG tour up here, so the district does not need to worry about that contribution.

Agenda Item

Taylor Ward-NRCS

NRCS nationwide is undergoing restructuring. Currently, there are 118 employees in Utah, and that number is expected to increase to 149. Taylor thinks there may be another employee assigned to Randolph as a range conservationist. The position will be opened to current NRCS employees first.

This will bring the number of employees close to the number that were hired when IRA funding was available.

Taylor has several conservation plans that need to be signed during a closed session.

Agenda Item

Taylor Payne- GIP

The next program coming out is predator control. Currently, the applications are for helicopter flying. In the past, they offered other forms of predator control, but this round will focus on helicopter hunting to control coyotes.

The program is matched 50/50. All the northern Utah counties are submitting group applications. There is not currently a group application in Rich County, but individuals may apply.

Candy inquired about wolves, and it was stated that if wolves are bothering livestock, they may be killed.

Agenda Item

Jayme Kofoed — Conservation Planner

The county fair was discussed. Jayme will talk to anyone she can reach out to but an official booth will not be set up. 
CLOSED SESSION

Judy Stuart made a motion, with Braden Cornia seconding, to close the meeting to discuss the ERDL (Emergency Drought Loan) along with the NRCS conservation plans. The motion was unanimously approved.

The meetings will be held separately since the Emergency Drought Loan will be recorded.

Braden Cornia made a motion, with Judy Stuart seconding, to reopen the meeting following the closed session. The motion was unanimously approved.

Braden Cornia made a motion, with Judy Stuart seconding, to approve the ERDL loan application and the signatures on the NRCS conservation plans. The motion was unanimously approved.

District Business

Candy Cornia — Chair

The SERA forms were completed.

Judy Stuart made a motion, with Braden Cornia seconding, to approve SERA payments. The motion was unanimously approved.

Motion to Adjourn

Judy Stuart moved to adjourn the meeting, and Braden Cornia seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
The next meeting was scheduled for September 9th at 6:00 p.m.
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