
Conditions of the District
September 2026


· Managers Note:

September marks the beginning of the end of the seasonal operations of the District. Mosquito numbers are, thankfully, dwindling as daylight, temperature, and other environmental factors begin pushing mosquito populations into diapause and ultimately toward the end of their active season. While activity remains present throughout portions of the District, surveillance data indicates a steady decline in both adult mosquito populations and nuisance complaints. Historically, September can still present periods of elevated disease risk despite lower mosquito abundance, and staff will continue monitoring conditions closely to ensure appropriate response efforts remain in place through the remainder of the season.

One of the largest influences on District operations during the month of August was the frequent rainfall that occurred throughout the Salt Lake Valley. These precipitation events created numerous temporary breeding habitats and extended water availability in many locations that would otherwise dry out during the late summer months. As a result, field crews spent considerable time investigating, monitoring, and treating areas impacted by standing water to prevent mosquito production. The combination of abundant moisture and warm temperatures contributed to sustained mosquito activity across much of the District and helped drive the elevated disease activity observed throughout the region this year.

Our workforce has begun to shrink as many of our seasonal employees return to school and conclude their summer employment with the District. These employees have played a critical role in supporting surveillance, larval control, public education, and operational response efforts throughout the season. The District's final day of regular seasonal operations is slated for September 25th, with some continuation into October as needed depending on mosquito activity and disease surveillance results. 

Community outreach has remained a major focus throughout the summer season. District staff recently participated in the White City Blast of Summer and Riverton Movies in the Park, providing residents with valuable information regarding mosquito prevention, West Nile virus awareness, and the services provided by the District. Over the coming weeks, staff will continue outreach efforts through several Get to the River events occurring along the Jordan River corridor, as well as events in Riverton and South Jordan. 

Reports from neighboring districts suggest that many areas are experiencing similar patterns of elevated mosquito infection rates and increased West Nile virus activity. The overall outlook for 2026 is historic in nature, with elevated West Nile virus activity observed across much of the region. Multiple districts have reported higher-than-average mosquito infection rates, increased positive mosquito pools, and growing public health concerns compared to recent years. Based on current trends, we expect to see additional human cases reported into October as surveillance and reporting efforts continue. 

As the District transitions toward the conclusion of the 2026 mosquito season, staff will remain focused on surveillance, targeted control operations, and public education efforts for as long as conditions warrant. While cooler temperatures and shorter days are reducing mosquito activity, the continued presence of West Nile virus throughout the region serves as a reminder that public awareness remains important through the fall months. The dedication of both our seasonal and year-round employees has been instrumental in managing one of the most challenging mosquito seasons in recent memory. As operations begin winding down, the District will also begin reviewing seasonal data, evaluating program performance, and identifying opportunities to strengthen our efforts for the 2027 season

· Mosquito Borne Disease:
	                 
	SSLVMAD
	SL County
	Utah
	Nationally

	WNV - Pools
	157
	470
	1,223
	-

	WNV - Human
	1
	11
	31
	504

	WNV - Deaths
	0
	1
	1
	28

	Dengue (L/T)
	0
	0
	0/4
	1777    1404/373

	Malaria (L/T)
	0
	0
	0/7
	

	Chikungunya/Zika (T) 
	-
	-
	1
	105/6

	Oropouche Virus
	-
	-
	-
	-







	Mosquito Info.
	Through July
	5-year average

	Acres treated
	397
	430.6

	All Traps (through June)
	87538
	63100.8

	Service Requests
	32
	62

	Adulticiding
	
	34








· Operational Notes
· Bi-Weekly Utah Arboviral phone calls with the DHHS, Hogle Zoo, Utah State Vet, Tracy Aviary, 
· Drone Conference Review Scott/Dan

· Conferences 2026:
UMAA – October 26-28 Ogden, Utah
UASD – November 5-7 , Layton, Utah
Conferences 2027
WCMVCA- Dates to be announced – Ogden, Utah
AMCA-Dates to be announced – St.Louis, Missouri


· Safety Report:
Date:  August 17th – September 11th 



Leading Indicators
	
	Area Safety Audits
	Seasonal Safety Training 
	Safety Committee Mtgs.

	Monthly Goal
	3
	24
	1

	Completed
	3
	24
	1

	Year to Date
	24
	24
	8



Reports
	
	Close Calls
	Reported Incidents
	Workers Comp. Incidents
	Public Complaint
	Lost Time Incidents
	Liability Claims
	Property Claims
	Auto Incidents
	Notices of Violations

	This Month
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Year to Date
	6
	12
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0






Additional Information (Surveillance and Testing Summary)

	Year to date arbovirus tests
	2026
	5 Year Average
	2025
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021

	pipiens
	20675
	18131.6
	10231
	18858
	20310
	20410
	20849

	tarsalis
	31458
	25460.8
	22816
	24541
	38634
	24377
	16936

	Total
	52133
	43592.4
	33047
	43399
	58944
	44787
	37785

	pools
	1270
	1177.8
	928
	1211
	1482
	1208
	1060

	WNV positive
	157
	46.2
	86
	19
	44
	35
	47

	Positivity rate
	12.36%
	3.92%
	9.27%
	1.57%
	2.97%
	2.90%
	4.43%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	






Average Mosquitoes per trap in City
	
July
	YTD through June

	City
	2026
	5 year average
	2026
	5 year average

	Bluffdale
	173.16
	111.98
	119.10
	69.45

	Cottonwood Heights
	82.75
	53.14
	83.03
	58.24

	Draper
	106.39
	90.11
	84.27
	59.75

	Herriman
	11.38
	10.89
	8.82
	7.39

	Holladay
	11.36
	12.38
	9.12
	12.82

	Midvale
	189.50
	93.51
	113.67
	75.35

	MillCreek
	32.55
	34.52
	29.57
	39.21

	Murray
	52.13
	49.81
	47.81
	42.89

	Riverton
	80.44
	65.28
	41.23
	44.00

	Sandy
	24.71
	16.67
	22.65
	17.36

	South Jordan
	67.89
	43.01
	60.20
	55.01

	South Salt Lake
	323.50
	147.40
	165.17
	119.88

	Taylorsville
	61.25
	35.29
	39.36
	39.08

	West Jordan
	58.63
	76.03
	39.27
	54.46

	West Valley
	384.76
	270.88
	325.96
	175.61

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 









	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Average mosquitoes per trap by species

	 
	July
	YTD through June

	Species
	2026
	5 year average
	2026
	5 year average

	Culex pipiens
	47.03
	38.01
	29.18
	21.33

	Culex tarsalis
	56.02
	40.76
	48.31
	36.09

	Anopheles freeborni
	1.30
	1.26
	1.07
	2.24

	Aedes dorsalis
	0.43
	3.21
	0.17
	1.08

	Aedes vexans
	0.90
	2.06
	0.35
	1.17

	Culiseta inornata
	0.86
	0.92
	1.35
	1.98

	Culiseta incidens
	1.09
	0.47
	1.04
	0.45

	Aedes increpitus
	0.01
	0.00
	0.13
	0.15

	Simuliidae
	0.18
	0.78
	0.18
	0.99

	Aedes sierrensis
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.02

	Coquillettidia perturbans
	0.00
	0.05
	0.04
	0.27

	Aedes campestris
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.02



