


South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District
Board Meeting Minutes
August 17th, 2026, at 2:00 pm

The Board of Trustees of the South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District (SSLVMAD), Salt Lake County, State of Utah, met in an electronic board meeting via Zoom with an anchor location established at the District offices at 7308 Airport Road, West Jordan, Utah.
The following board members were in attendance: Tarrah Anderson (Herriman), Ellen Birrell (Cottonwood Heights), Silvia Catten (Millcreek), Don Christensen (West Valley), Brad Gilson (Draper), Paul Glover (Midvale), Kelvin Green (West Jordan), Kathie Johnson (South Jordan), Chris Merket (South Salt Lake), Kristie Overson (Taylorsville), Linda Price (White City), Florence Reynolds (Sandy), Shannon Smith (Riverton), Laverne Snow (Murray), David Sundwall (Holladay), and Greg Wilding (Bluffdale).
The following board members were absent: Kathleen Bailey (Copperton), Jeff Bossard (Brighton), and Ilene Risk (Salt Lake County).
Also attending were Dan McBride (District Manager), Scott Sommer (Assistant Manager), Eric Gardner (Assistant Board Clerk), and Lorrin Colby Jr.
1. Welcome. Catten called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone at 2:00 pm.
2. Citizen Comments. No citizens commented.
3. Board Conflicts of Interest Disclosures. No board members disclosed any conflicts of interest.
4. Approve Minutes. Green moved to approve the minutes of the July Board meeting. Johnson seconded the motion, and the motion carried with all in favor; Birrell and Gilson were absent for the vote. 
5. Purchasing Policy Review
McBride noted that the District Purchasing Policy is a rather lengthy manual and was in part derived from templates provided by the Utah Association of Special Districts (UASD) and the League of Cities and Towns. He noted that proposed adjustments to the policy include the addition of explicit definitions of objective criteria, the reasonable person standard, and subjective criteria. Additionally, replacement cost thresholds at which board approval is required before disposing of surplus property were proposed to be raised. Proposed changes to a section detailing technology procurement requirements include more mention of cybersecurity, data ownership, contract provisions, cooperative contracts, and software renewals as recommended by UASD and the Utah Local Government Trust (ULGT). In response to questions from Green, McBride explained that some additional information is available in other sections of policy and recommended including cross-references to those sections and additional details about software review in the purchasing policy. Proposed adjustments further include raising the upper threshold at which a transaction can be considered a small purchase from $2,000 to $2,500 and the single procurement aggregate amount for small purchases from $5,000 to $7,500 aligning with recommendations from UASD. A section of the policy regarding petty cash was removed from the updated draft because petty cash is not used at the District. A proposed procurement card section consolidates language previously included elsewhere in policy. In response to a question from Green, McBride explained that though the policy is lengthy and cumbersome, revising the language at the District may not be worth the effort; as it is currently in compliance with state law and a revised template is anticipated from UASD in the near future that may provide a simplified starting point for revisions to the SSLVMAD policy. McBride will make adjustments as recommended by the Board and a vote to approve the changes will be held at a future meeting.

6. Auditing Services 2026-2027 RFP
McBride presented a draft request for proposal (RFP) document soliciting services of an independent auditor and noted contributions from board members including expanded expectations of services, an explicit timetable for audit completion, clear recommendations, and an emphasis on maintaining public trust. The audit committee should review and post the RFP once a draft has been accepted. Snow thanked McBride for including ideas from board members. In response to a question from Snow, McBride explained that the audit committee and staff could review proposals received.
7. Conditions of the District
McBride indicated that the District is continuing aggressive mosquito surveillance and control measures to manage high numbers of mosquitoes and high frequency of mosquito borne disease in the mosquito population. The District is currently fully staffed, though some seasonal employees will be leaving in the coming weeks.
McBride mentioned continuing community outreach efforts including events in South Jordan, Riverton, Herriman, and White City.
McBride described arboviral incidence so far, noting 68 mosquito pools and one human positive for West Nile virus (WNV) in the District. In Utah 7 human WNV cases had been reported as well as some travel related cases of Dengue, Malaria, and Chikungunya.
To date, the total number of acres treated with mosquito control products is less than average, largely due to dry conditions. Service requests have been below average, surveillance numbers above average, and applications of adulticide close o average.
Upcoming conferences include a drone conference to be attended by some staff, and annual meetings of the Utah Mosquito Abatement Association and UASD in October and November respectively.
Safety goals were accomplished as designed since the previous Board meeting and a few minor incidents are being investigated.
Green asked about the impact of recent rain and whether board members could help ensure adequate response from cities. McBride and Sommer explained that the rain does impact mosquito control work and that District crews are inspecting drainage basins. McBride praised cities’ response to reports of problems with drainage systems.
Birrell also noted exceptional recent precipitation in Cottonwood Heights and asked about planning for increased frequency of severe weather events. McBride explained that there have been discussions and increased inspection of drainage basins. Birrell suggested a public education program linking climate change and economic development impacts with mosquito risk and further suggested that the board consider making a statement expressing concern about the impact on mosquito risk of climate-level temperature increases stemming from human activities.
Wilding, Snow, and Smith asked for updated information about current mosquito conditions. McBride will forward that information to all Board members.
Finally, McBride noted the passing of longtime board member Gene Drake. He also expressed condolences to Don Christensen on the passing of his wife Necia Christensen, a longtime member of the UASD board and praised her tenacity, knowledge of local governments including mosquito control districts and her involvement in public service.
8. Board Meeting Items for September 14th Meeting (In-Person)
The audit committee should discuss the RFP for audit services.
9. Approve Bills 
A motion was made by Christensen and seconded by Snow to approve payment of the bills. The motion carried with all in favor; Reynolds was absent for the vote. 
10. Adjourn.  Glover moved to adjourn the meeting, Smith seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned at 3:05 pm.



