
               

 

 

 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ON September 16, 2026, THE COUNCIL OF WEST HAVEN CITY WILL HOLD THE 

FOLLOWING PUBLIC MEETING: 6:00 PM: REGULAR WEDNESDAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING. JOIN US DIGITALLY FOR THE 

COUNCIL MEETING AT HTTPS://US06WEB.ZOOM.US/J/81581435918. WATCH LIVE AT 
HTTP://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@CITYOFWESTHAVENUTAH4030. 

6:00 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:    Mayor Vanderwood 

 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

 A. FLAG CEREMONY     Councilmember Dixon 

 B. PRAYER/MOMENT OF SILENCE   Councilmember Morse 

 

3.  PUBLIC PRESENTATION: Resident(s) attending this meeting will be allotted 3 minutes to express a concern 

or ask a question about any issue that IS NOT ON THE AGENDA. No action can or will be taken on any 

issue(s) presented. 

 

4 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Arts Festival-City Hall     September 19, 2026 5:00-8:00 PM 

Senior Lunch Bunch-The Barn-Councilmember Saunders September 23, 2026 11:30 AM 

Open Sew Night      September 23, 2026 5:00 PM 

Music Circle-The Barn     September 28, 2026 7:00 PM 

Pumpkin Walk-R. Kenneth Baldwin Country Park  October 26, 2026 6:00 PM 

 

   

5. COUNCIL UPDATES 

     

6. SWEARING IN CEREMONY-YOUTH COUNCIL 
 

7. REPORT-2026 WEST HAVEN DAYS EXPENSES AND DONATIONS-SHERI BINGHAM, SPECIAL EVENT 

COORDINATOR  

 

***AGENDA ACTION ITEMS*** 

 

  

8. ACTION ON CONSENT AGENDA 

 A. COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES   MEETING HELD  September 2, 2026 

 B.  WEBER COUNTY SHERIFF   $669,387.00  Inv.#81888 

C. STAKER PARSON COMPANIES  $592,726.21  Inv.#214114-4 

D. RATIFICATION YOUNG FORD OF OGDEN $179,920.00  Inv.#JEM01998 

 

9. ACTION ON RESOLUTION 37-2026-WEST HAVEN PROSECUTOR SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY AND MATT EARL, ATTORNEY AT LAW, AND DEREK MALAN, ATTORNEY AT LAW, FOR 

LEGAL SERVICES AS THE CITY PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS 

 

10. ACTION ON PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING RECOMMENDATION(S) 

A. ACTION ON ORDINANCE 17-2026-AMENDING TITLE XV LAND USAGE, DESIGN REVIEW AND 

LANDSCAPING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING §157.730 THROUGH §157.737 AND 

§157.996(7), THE RENUMBERING OF THE SECTIONS AS SUCH 

 

 

WEST HAVEN CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA 
September 16, 2026 6:00 P.M. 
City Council Chambers 
4150 South 3900 West, West Haven, UT 
84401 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/J/81581435918
http://www.youtube.com/@CITYOFWESTHAVENUTAH4030


11. CLOSED SESSION- The Council will consider a motion to enter into a closed meeting for the purpose of a 

strategy session to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property; to discuss the character 

and professional competence of an individual; and to discuss the deployment of security personnel, 

devices, or systems; To be held in accordance with the provisions of Utah Code 52-4-205. 

 

 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Green 
                    Emily Green, City Recorder 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing special accommodations, including auxiliary communicative aids and services, for this meeting should notify the city 

recorder at 731-4519 or by email: emilyg@westhavenut.gov at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.   

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 
The undersigned, duly appointed city recorder, does hereby certify that the above notice and agenda has been posted in the West Haven City Recorder’s office; at the 

West Haven City Complex on the Notice Board on utah.gov/pmn/ and at westhavenut.gov;  mailed and emailed to the West Haven City Mayor and each West Haven City 
Council Member who has email capacity and to the city attorney                                                       

mailto:emilyg@westhavencity.com


 
WEST HAVEN DAYS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2026 

Updated 9/09/2026 
 

       

Category 2023 
Expenses 

2024 
Expenses 

2025 
Expense
s 

2023 
Income 

2024 
Income 

2025 
Income 
 

2026 
Expenses 

2026 
Income 

Aquatic 
Center 

Didn’t 
have 

$2000.00 $2000.00 0 0 Entertainment $2000.00 Entertainment 

Baby Show $232.52 (Expenses 
not 
submitted) 

$66.42, 
$122.47, 
$55.00, 
$9.64 
$365.81 

$188.36 $149.79  
 
$550.00 

$9.24 
$41.85 
$26.80 
$47.96 
$50.31 
$28.08 
$204.24 

$428.00 

Banners $2206.99 $62.50 Big Foot - 
$50.00 
$816.68, 
$66.84 
$933.52 

  Marketing Big Foot -  
$202.40 
$356.40 
$558.80 

Marketing 

Barricades  Interstate 
Barricades 
- 
$1,090.00 

Interstate 
Barricade
s 
$1,190.00 

  Safety Didn’t get 
this year 

 

Bike Ride   Didn’t 
have this 

  Didn’t Have Didn’t have 
this year 

 



year 

Breakfast $557.69 $19.08 Papergoo
ds, 
receipted 
with 
Dinner 

$557.69  West Field 
Cross 
Country 
Team 

City ran -  
Smith’s 
Market gift 
card used 

 

Bus $5480.00 Didn’t 
have 

Didn’t 
have 

  Didn’t Have Didn’t have  

Car Show $4786.48 $4859.81 $6007.96 $6720.4
6 

$6450.0
0 

$6500 - 
sponsors 
825.00 - 
T-shirts 
$7325.00 

Drip swag - 
$2987.10 
$1537.50 
Jelsco 
-$998.30 
$1686.61 
$7209.51 

$6200 

Concert $1250.00 $9,350.00 
- stage 
$1500.00 - 
band 

$9,350 - 
City 
Center 
$183.20 - 
Bideaux 
$2,000 - 
Performers 
Sound 
Equip. 
$124.95 
$11,658.15 

  $18,500 - 
RAMP 
Grant 

$Ty Pebley 
- $1,500 
City Center 
- $9,600 
$11,100 

 

Cowboy 
Mounted 
Shoot 

  Utah’s 
Mounted 
Thunder 
$5,000.00 

  Rodeo $5,000.00  



Dinner $ 3290.58 Kents - 
pulled 
pork, 
baked 
beans - 
$3,202.24 
Sam's 
Club - 
Paper 
goods, 
chips, 
buns - 
$913.44 
Permit - 
$65.00 

Kents - 
pork, 
beans, 
buns - 
$2501.70 
Paper 
Goods 
and Chips 
-$794.54 
(includes 
paper 
goods for 
Breakfast) 
Permit - 
$130.00 
$3,425.54 

$ 
1,120.00
- tickets 
$ 
2,469.00
- CTC 
$3,589.0
0 

Tickets - 
$657.00 
CTC- 
$1000 

Tickets 
-$1,440.00 
CTC - 
$1000 
$2,440.00 

Ice 
Winegars - 
$41.23 
Papergoods
$416.46 
Carriage 
rides - $750 
$29.10 
Kents - 
Pulled pork, 
baked 
beans, 
buns 
$4476.89 

$2751.00 
(this 
includes 
breakfast 
tickets) 
$3,000 
Sponsor 
$5751.00 

Equipment  HERC 
$2178.08 - 
equipment 

HERC 
Rentals - 
$4,625.63 

  Safety Herc Rental 
$1548.99 
Herc Rental 
$5960.89 
$7509.88 
 

 

Fireworks $30,000.0
0 

$30,555.0
9 

$30,555.0
9 

  Fireworks $15,660 
$15,660 
$31,320 

 

General  
 

Diamond 
events 
$2,703.80, 
tables, 
chairs, 

Haven’t 
received 
invoice 
yet for 
table and 

  Tables, 
chairs 

  



tents,  
Historical 
Society 
$646.84 

chair 
rental 

Jr. Rodeo   Buckles - 
$578.30 

  Rodeo Buckles - 
$578.30 
Sheep -  
$650.00 
$1228.30 

$685.00 

Line 
Dancing 

 $300.00 
(paid from 
Art 
Council 
fund) 

Didn’t do 
this year 

  Didn’t have  Didn’t Have 

Misc.  $15.00 
(Arts 
Council) 
$212.00 - 
Ace 
Printing 
$61.99 - 
Steve 
Taylor 
 

$326.18   Misc. Sprinkler - 
$303.15 
$16.97 
Smith & Ed 
$179.98 
Speakers - 
$1,077.70 
$8.22 
Dallas 
Greens 
$56.50 
$1642.52 

 

Movie $ 685.00 Not this 
year 

$650.00   Entertainment   

Parade  0    Entertainment   



Parking   Safety 
Vests - 
$486.09 
Wands 
-$36.90 
$522.99 

  Safety Vests 
$316.83 
Vests 
$16.98 
$333.81 

 

Permits $480.00 Mass 
gathering 
$450.00 

Mass 
gathering 
- 
$425.00 

  Permits $555.00 
Mass 
Gathering, 
Dinner 

 

Pickleball $69.10 $329.86 Crown 
Trophy - 
$579.15 
T-shirts - 
$679.00 
$9.96 - 
Misc. 
$1,268.11 

$576.20 $694.80 $1,075 Winegars - 
$263.22 
Quickscore 
$105.00 
$602.99 
$416.46 
$159.45 
$55.00 
$1602.12 

$1042.00 

Programs $2778.15 Didn’t do Didn’t do    Didn’t do  

Queen $5243.70 $4051.21 Belt 
Buckles - 
$255.00 
Saddle, 3 
breast 
collars, 
hat can - 
Smith & 
Edwards - 
$1452.71 

$4665.0
0 

$6,448.
67 

$5,000 - 
sponsors 
$570 - 
Dinner/ 
contestants 
(In-Kind - 
$4,500) 
 
 
 

Dinner 
$264 
Leather 
Work - 
$380 
Awards -  
$270.06 
Dinner - 
$673.69 
Saddle, 

$465.00 
$5.000 
Sponsors 
$5465.00 



Minky, 
picture 
frames, 
Twisted 
Sugar, 
Greek - 
$868.58  
Saddle 
emboss - 
$325.00 
$2,901.29 
$2,000 - 
scholars
hips 
$4,901.29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$5,570 
 

awards - 
$2224.28 
$3812.03 

RAMP    $36,000.
00 

$14,000
.00 

$33,250.00  $3,500 

Rodeo $18571.55 $19,234.5
4 
(Livestock 
charge still 
needed) 

$18,600 - 
Broken 
Heart 
$650.00 - 
Stock  
$2107 - 
Payout 
$21,357 

$3305.5
2- 
Entry 
fees & 
Concess
ions 

$3152.9
4 
Entry 
fees 

$2105.00 
$3650.00 
$14,750 - 
grant 
 
$20,505 

$21,350 - 
Broken 
Heart 
$85.00 - 
flag 
$21,435 

 
$500.00 
Sponsor 
$3,500 
Ramp Grant 
$4000.00 

Sponsor 
T-Shirts 

$4501.79 $4517.80 $5426.23 
 

  Advertising   

Sponsors 
Cash 

   $43,869.
00 

$32,200
.00 

$35,400  $57,504 



Sponsors 
In-kind 

   $13,300.
00 
(125 
cans) 

$10,500
.00 
(125 
cans) 

$7,500 
125 cans 
($1,500 
value) 
$9,000 

 $7,000 
$1,500 
Cans 
$8,500 

Staff 
T-shirts 

$1234.00   $1752.01 $1804.45   Staff $1925.40 
$6046.25 
$7971.65 

 

5K Race $1265.97 $1052.21 $1001.51 
- T-shirts 
Misc. - 
$40.91 
$1042.42 

 $902.36 $770.00 Didn’t have 
it  this year 

 

Swag Bags $910.00 $471.90 - 
Glow 
sticks 

Didn’t do 
this year 

  Didn’t Do Didn’t do 
this year 

 

Tents       $2218.88  

Toilets  Canyon 
Toilets - 
$1600.00 

$1600 - 
Canyon 
View 

  Sanitation   

Youth 
Games 

$551.42 $631.50 - 
Youth 
Council 
$120.48 

Youth 
Council 
account 

  Children $578.72  

Vendors    $ 
5095.00 

$5770.0
0 

$3730.00 $9.64, 
$70.72 
$102.00 

$3150.00 



$182.36 

Walk @ 
Prevedel 
Park 

      $102.81, 
$25.73 
$121.22 
$249.76 

 

Website  Website, 
$257.40 

$74.80   Advertising $257.40 - 
Website 

Advertising 

Total  $110,817.81 
2023 Exp. 

$92,178.820
2024 Exp. 

$110,423.12 
2025 Exp. 

$118,951.07 
2023 
Income 
 

$73,925.56 
2024 
Income 

$104,865 
2025 Income 

$111,446.52
2026 Exp. 

$92,725.00 
2026 Income 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Present: 

Rob Vanderwood 
Carrie Call 
Kim Dixon 
Ryan Swapp 
Nina Morse 

Mayor 
Councilmember 
Councilmember 
Councilmember 
Councilmember 

Excused: 

Ryan Saunders Councilmember 

 

 

6:00 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

1. MEETING BROUGHT TO ORDER: 

 The Council met at their regularly scheduled meeting held in the Council Chambers. 

 Mayor Vanderwood brought the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and welcomed those in attendance. 

 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

 A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Councilmember Morse 

 B. PRAYER/MOMENT OF SILENCE  Councilmember Call 

 

3. PRESENTATION-RECOGNITION OF AMY HUGIE CITY ATTORNEY 

 Mayor Vanderwood and the City Council presented Amy Hugie with an appreciation plaque for her years of service. 

 

4. PUBLIC PRESENTATION: Resident(s) attending this meeting will be allotted 3 minutes to express a concern or ask a 

question about any issue that IS NOT ON THE AGENDA. No action can or will be taken on any issue(s) presented. 

 No one came up at this time. 

 

5. UPCOMING EVENTS 

Puppet Mania Workshop-The Barn   September 14, 2026 6:00 PM 

Arts Festival-City Hall     September 19, 2026 5:00-8:00 PM 

Senior Lunch Bunch-The Barn-Councilmember Saunders September 23, 2026 11:30 AM 

Open Sew Night      September 21, 2026 5:00 PM 

Music Circle-The Barn     September 28, 2026 7:00 PM 

  

6. COUNCIL UPDATES 

 There were no updates at this time. 

 

***AGENDA ACTION ITEMS*** 

 

7. ACTION ON CONSENT AGENDA 

 A. COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES    MEETING HELD  August 19, 2026 

 B. RATIFICATION OF COTTONWOOD TITLE INVOICE $758,100.00  2375 W 1800 S 

C. ROAD SAFE TRAFFIC SYSTEMS, INC.   $51,389.39  Inv.#351138 

 

 Councilmember Dixon made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Councilmember Morse seconded the motion. 

AYES: Councilmember Dixon, Councilmember Call, Councilmember Swapp, Councilmember Morse 

NAYS:  

RECUSED:  

 

8. REPORT-BUCKET TRUCK-JOHN WALLACE, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 

 John Wallace reported what staff found after researching used or lease options for a bucket truck. 

WEST HAVEN CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
September 2, 2026 6:00 P.M. 
City Council Chambers 

4150 South 3900 West, West Haven, UT 84401 

 



 

 

9. ACTION ON RESOLUTION 31-2026-AMENDMENT TO THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY 

AND GREEN FARM COMMUNITY LLC-AMY HUGIE, CITY ATTORNEY 

 

Councilmember Call made a motion to adopt resolution 31-2026. Councilmember Morse seconded the motion. 

AYES: Councilmember Dixon, Councilmember Call, Councilmember Swapp, Councilmember Morse 

NAYS:  

RECUSED:  

 

10. CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL- NILSON HOMES OF THE 31 ACRES OF OPEN SPACE DESCRIBED IN 

PARAGRAPH 9 OF THE THIRD AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (MDA) FOR THE GREEN 

FARM PROJECT, OPEN SPACE DESIGNATION FOR AREA 7-JED NILSON, NILSON HOMES 

 

Councilmember Morse made a motion to table. Councilmember Dixon seconded the motion. 

AYES: Councilmember Dixon, Councilmember Call, Councilmember Morse 

NAYS: Councilmember Swapp 

RECUSED:  

 

11. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION-REGARDING CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSAL BY NILSON HOMES OF THE 

31 ACRES OF OPEN SPACE DESCRIBE IN PARAGRAPH 9 OF THE THIRD AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (MDA) FOR THE GREEN FARM, PROJECT, OPEN SPACE DESIGNATION FOR AREA 7, 

AND/OR THE REQUEST THAT NILSON HOMES DEDICATE THE 31 ACRES OF OPEN SPACE TO THE CITY AS 

REQUIRED BY THE MDA 

 

Councilmember Morse made a motion to table until December 2, 2026. Councilmember Dixon seconded the motion. 

AYES: Councilmember Dixon, Councilmember Call, Councilmember Morse 

NAYS: Councilmember Swapp 

RECUSED:  

 

12. CLOSED SESSION- The Council will consider a motion to enter into a closed meeting for the purpose of a strategy session 

to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property; to discuss the character and professional competence of an 

individual; and to discuss the deployment of security personnel, devices, or systems; To be held in accordance with the 

provisions of Utah Code 52-4-205. 

 

Councilmember Morse made a motion to enter into a closed session. Councilmember Call seconded the motion. 

AYES: Councilmember Dixon, Councilmember Call, Councilmember Swapp, Councilmember Morse 

NAYS:  

RECUSED:  

 

 Mayor Vanderwood said the closed session was used to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, the 

character and professional competence of an individual and the deployment of security personnel, devices, or systems. 

 

Councilmember Morse made a motion to leave the closed session. Councilmember Dixon seconded the motion. 

AYES: Councilmember Dixon, Councilmember Call, Councilmember Swapp, Councilmember Morse 

NAYS:  

RECUSED:  

 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Councilmember Morse made a motion to adjourn at 8:01 PM. Councilmember Call seconded the motion. 

AYES: Councilmember Dixon, Councilmember Call, Councilmember Swapp, Councilmember Morse 

NAYS:  

RECUSED:  

  

 

Emily Green 
 City Recorder       Date Approved:  

 

 



STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:   Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Shawn Warnke, City Manager 
 
DATE:  September 16, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: West Haven City Prosecutor Services Agreement between the City and Matt Earl, 
Attorney at Law, and Derek Balan, Attorney at Law, for legal services as the City Prosecuting 
Attorneys 
 

 
About a month ago, the City issued a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) to find a qualified 
individual or firm to provide prosecution services.  The RFP is a competitive procurement 
process intended to serve the City's best interests.  The City received several proposals 
and forwarded them to an Evaluation Committee for review, evaluation, and scoring.  The 
Evaluation Committee included Mayor Vanderwood; Councilperson Call; Steve Brooks, a 
former Prosecutor; Joan Toone, City Legal Assistant to the Prosecutor; Deputy Chief 
Gard; and a few City staff members.  Based on the proposal scoring of the candidate’s 
qualifications, experience & expertise, and costs, Matt Earl, Attorney at Law, and Derek 
Malan, Attorney at Law, ranked highest.  The City desires to enter into an agreement with 
these attorneys, which is attached for the City Council’s review and consideration.   
 
For additional background, below are excerpts from the RFP relating to the City 
Prosecutors. 
 
CITY PROSECUTOR WORK.  The City desires to contract with a Law Firm or Attorney 
to provide the scope of services, as described in the subsections that follow, with the 
qualifications and experience specified therein.  
 
City Prosecutor Work- Scope of Services.  The scope of legal services described in 
this section is not exhaustive, but it covers many of the common legal services for City 
Prosecutor Work, including but not limited to the following: 
 
• Prosecuting criminal, traffic, and ordinance violations; 
• Screening cases; filing charges; prosecuting misdemeanor offenses and cases, 
including trials; negotiating pleas; 
• Evaluating all new criminal cases before the court prior to initial arraignment; 
• Preparing and negotiating plea offers for presentation to defendants or their 
attorneys, either before or at arraignment;  
• Responding to phone calls and emails from victims, police officers, defense 
counsel, defendants, the court, and others; and 
• Performing other duties normally and customarily required of a City Prosecutor. 
 
City Prosecutor Work- Qualifications.  This subsection outlines the qualifications 
required to provide legal services for the City Prosecutor Work, including the following: 
 
• Attorneys are properly licensed to practice law in Utah and are admitted to all 
courts of the State of Utah. 
 



• The Primary Attorney has at least five (5) years of experience as a City Prosecutor. 
The Primary Attorney is the licensed attorney expected to spend the highest percentage 
of time providing the legal services. 
 
City Prosecutor Work Experience & Expertise.  This subsection outlines the 
experience and expertise required to provide legal services for the City Prosecutor Work, 
including the following: 
 
• Demonstrated experience and expertise in the following areas as they relate to a 
City Prosecutor: prosecuting criminal, traffic, and ordinance violations; handling motion 
calendars or trial work; screening cases; filing charges; prosecuting misdemeanor 
offenses and cases, including trials; negotiating pleas; and handling appeals. 
 
• Demonstrated experience and expertise in the laws, regulations, and rules 
pertaining to matters and operating procedures for the conduct of Justice Court.   
 
 



 

West Haven Resolution –  

 

Resolution No. 37-2026 

  

 

RESOLUTION OF WEST HAVEN CITY AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF THE WEST 

HAVEN PROSECUTOR SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND MATT 

EARL, ATTORNEY AT LAW, AND DEREK MALAN, ATTORNEY AT LAW, FOR 

LEGAL SERVICES AS THE CITY PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS; AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MAYOR TO SIGN THIS RESOLUTION; AND FOR THE CITY MANAGER 

TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY; AND, PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

SECTION I – RECITALS: 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of West Haven City (herein "City") is a municipal 

corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of Utah; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, in conformance with the provisions of UCA § 10-3-717, the governing body of 

the City may exercise all administrative powers by resolution including, but not limited to entering 

into agreements regarding protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public; and,  

 WHEREAS, the City has a need to provide prosecution services for all Class B 

misdemeanor, Class C misdemeanor, and infraction criminal violations of state and city codes 

occurring within the City boundaries; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the City issued a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) to find a qualified individual 

or firm to provide proposals for providing prosecution services for the City; and  

 WHEREAS, the City reviewed all the proposals received in response to the RFP and 

conducted interviews of all candidates who submitted responsive proposals; and 

WHEREAS, the City analyzed the costs outlined in the proposals and whether the 

proposals met the requirements outlined in the RFP; and 

 

WHEREAS, after the City’s review, the City wishes to enter into an agreement with 

those attorneys who best met the needs of the City as outlined in the requirements in the RFP; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, at this time, the City Council wish to adopt and enter into the West Haven 

Prosecutor Services Agreement (“Agreement”), attached as Attachment “A”, with Matt Earl, 

Attorney at Law, and Derek Malan, Attorney at Law; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the City finds that the public convenience and necessity requires the actions 

herein contemplated, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of West Haven as follows: 

 

 



 

West Haven Resolution –  

 

SECTION II.    AGREEMENT : 

 

1. That the West Haven Prosecutor Services Agreement between the City and Matt 

Earl, Attorney at Law, and Derek Malan, Attorney at Law, a copy of which is 

attached as Attachment “A” to this Resolution, is hereby adopted by the City 

Council. 

 

2. That the City Manager is authorized to sign any and all documents necessary to 

affect this Agreement, including signing the Agreement itself. 

 

3. That the Mayor is authorized to sign this Resolution adopting the Agreement. 

  

 

SECTION III.    PRIOR ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 

 The body and substance of any and all prior Resolutions, together with their specific 

provisions, where not otherwise in conflict with this Resolution, are hereby reaffirmed and 

readopted. 

 

SECTION IV.    REPEALER OF CONFLICTING ENACTMENTS:   

 

All orders, and Resolutions with respect to the changes herein enacted and adopted which 

have heretofore been adopted by the City, or parts thereof, which are in conflict with any of the 

provisions of this Resolution, are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed, except that this 

repeal shall not be construed to revive any act, order or resolution, or part thereof, heretofore 

repealed. 

 

SECTION V - SAVINGS CLAUSE:   

 

 If any provision of this Resolution shall be held or deemed to be or shall, in fact, be 

invalid, inoperative, or unenforceable for any reason, such reason shall not have the effect of 

rendering any other provision or provisions hereof invalid, inoperative, or unenforceable to any 

extent whatever, this Resolution and the provisions of this Resolution being deemed to be the 

separate independent and severable act of the City Council of West Haven City. 

 
SECTION VI.    DATE OF EFFECT 

 

 This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its passage on the 16th day of 

September 2026. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF WEST HAVEN CITY, STATE OF 

UTAH, on this 16th day of September 2026. 

 

 

 

 



 

West Haven Resolution –  

 

    WEST HAVEN CITY 

 

       _____________________ 

        Mayor Rob Vanderwood 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________ 

Emily Green, City Recorder 

 

 

 

 

VOTING: 

 

_____YES   _____NO Mayor Rob Vanderwood 

_____YES   _____NO  Councilmember Carrie Call 

_____YES   _____NO Councilmember Kim Dixon 

_____YES   _____NO Councilmember Nina Morse 

_____YES   _____NO Councilmember Ryan Saunders 

_____YES   _____NO Councilmember Ryan Swapp 
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ATTACHMENT “A” 
 

Attached to Resolution 37-2026 

 

WEST HAVEN PROSECUTOR SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND 

MATT EARL, ATTORNEY AT LAW, AND DEREK MALAN, ATTORNEY AT LAW 



1 
 

 

City Council 
Staff Review Memo 

 
September 16, 2026 

Stephen Nelson, Community Development Director 
 

 

LANDSCAPE STANDARDS UPDATE 
Proposal:  Discussion of West Haven Landscape Standards 
Ordinance Section:  § 157.985-998 LANDSCAPING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS 
Applicant:  The West Haven City Development Review Committee and City 

Attorney 
Decision Type:  Legislative 
Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Public Hearing August 26, 2026 

 
 

 

I. BACKGROUND 
On December 3, 2025, the City Council approved West Haven’s Water Use & Preservation 
Element of the General Plan (Water Element). The City contracted with Landmark Design, the 
City’s contracted long-range planning and landscape architecture firm, which worked with the 
City on the creation and drafting of the plan. At the time the City contracted with Landmark for 
the Water Element, the City also contracted with Landmark to update West Haven’s landscape 
standards after the Water Element was approved. Staff and Landmark have now created a draft 
update to the landscape standards in the West Haven City Code for the Planning Commission's 
review.  
 
There were a couple of reasons the City asked Landmark to help update the landscape 
ordinance.  
 
Water Conservation. Landscape irrigation accounts for a significant portion of the City's water 
use, and proper landscaping can significantly impact it. As indicated within West Haven’s Water 
Element: 

Irrigation of landscapes represents more than 60% of residential water use in Utah, 
making it one of the most effective areas for conservation to reduce overall demand. 
(West Haven Water Use & Preservation Element, 2025, p 18) 
 

Because of that, there were multiple implementation goals recommended within the 
document: 
 

https://cms3.revize.com/revize/cityofwesthaven/Documents/Departments/Community%20Development/Information/54-2025-Water%20Element.pdf?t=202604222129070&t=202604222129070
https://cms3.revize.com/revize/cityofwesthaven/Documents/Departments/Community%20Development/Information/54-2025-Water%20Element.pdf?t=202604222129070&t=202604222129070
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Implementation 2.2: Prioritize water-efficient landscaping and irrigation at the design 
stage to avoid costly retrofits, and ensure ongoing efficiency through post-occupancy 
monitoring. „   
Implementation 2.3: Review landscaping, zoning, and other relevant standards to 
ensure they do not create barriers for residents seeking to implement water-wise 
landscape improvements. Provide guidance or resources as needed. 

 
Implementation 3.3: Review and update the landscaping ordinance to support water 
conservation, including guidance on site-specific design, soil preparation, runoff 
reduction, and management of high-evaporation features, while maintaining flexibility 
for residents and developers. 

 
Implementation 3.4: Explore opportunities to integrate water efficiency into other local 
standards, including site design, stormwater management, irrigation specifications, 
construction requirements, and Low-Impact Development (LID) practices. 
(West Haven Water Use & Preservation Element, 2025, pp 28-29) 

 
Because of these recommendations, staff, with Landmark Design, has reviewed the current 
standards for water efficiency and conservation.  
 
Clarity in implementation. A few places in the Landscape Ordinance are currently unclear. One 
goal of this rewrite is to expand and clarify these sections. 
 
Beautification. Another consideration was which standards could be increased or modified to 
enhance the City's beautification. Most residents' and people's interactions with landscape 
design in commercial and industrial areas are from their vehicles. Staff wanted to ensure the 
landscape design would not only provide beauty from pedestrian or close inspection, but also 
enhance the corridors within the City.  
 
Trees. Trees provide many benefits to the City, including shade, traffic calming, air filtration, 
stormwater mitigation, ecological enhancement, and essential habitat. The proposed code 
provides further guidelines and tree plantings, as well as additional standards for tree 
placement within the City.  
 
West Haven DRC has received a copy and is currently providing additional review.  
 

II. AREAS OF PRIMARY CHANGE.  
 
You may notice that the full Landscape section is in red, even though not every section is 
changing. The main reason is to make it easier to review and understand what the landscape 
ordinance would contain. The update kept a lot of the existing regulations, moved them around 
or cleaned up sections. This created a difficult redline version to review. So to simplify the 
review and ensure the proposal matches the intent of the Planning Commission and City 
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Council, staff has provided the landscape ordinance as if it is brand new, even though most of it 
reflects what was in the code prior.  
 
The following summaries pull from key sections that contain the most substantial changes.  
 
Design Review § 157.731-§ 157.733 Staff has moved the Design Review sections to the 
Landscape Standard sections of code. Staff has also provided references to the new Landscape 
standards where needed.  
  
§ 157.986 DEFINITIONS. This section has been updated with some additional definitions and 
clarification of existing definitions. These definitions are needed to help support regulations 
within the rest of the document 
 
§ 157.988 GENERAL LANDSCAPE PROVISIONS. This is a brand new section, though many of the 
regulations have been pulled from existing ordinances. The main purpose is to house general 
landscape regulations that apply across the City, regardless of zoning or type of use. Key 
highlights would include the requirements to select “well-suited” plants for the area, park strip 
regulations, and tree size selection. 
 
§ 157.989 COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MULTI-FAMILY AND PUBLIC FACILITY DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS. This section has been updated in a couple of ways. The required landscaping 
areas have been moved from the Design Review Section and placed here. It was made clear 
that all undeveloped areas within multi-family projects must be landscaped. Further parking lot 
landscape requirements and clarifications have been added. Plant coverage requirements have 
been further clarified, and the street tree standard has also been clarified. Another major 
change was adding Water Source Limitations and the Alternative Compliance section (F). Last 
fall, the City officially adopted a policy to allow the Planning Commission to waive landscape 
requirements if no outdoor water was available. As such, staff wanted to create some 
standards for how those areas would be landscaped.  
 
§ 157.990 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. The primary changes in this section is that staff 
included a recommendation section to encourage yards to be developed according to 
Localscapes standards: https://localscapes.jvwcd.gov/ 
 
§ 157.993 COMPLETION OF IMPROVEMENTS. The main change in this section is the removal of 
the bond/escrow requirements, as state law now prohibits the City from requiring any financial 
security for landscaping on private property.  
 
§ 157.994 TREE AND SHRUB REGULATIONS FOR PUBLIC WAYS AND PLACES. This section 
governs trees planted in street rights-of-way and publicly dedicated parcels. This includes a list 
of trees that will no longer be allowed within these places, as recommended by Landmark 
Design. Staff has forwarded this list and section to the West Haven Parks and Recreation 
Director and the Public Works Director for further feedback.  
 

https://localscapes.jvwcd.gov/
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§ 157.994  SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS. This section has been removed from the code.  
 
 

III. PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Commission held several work sessions on this item starting in June 2026. During 
those training sessions, the Planning Commission recommended a few modifications, which 
were incorporated into the current draft. On August 26, 2026, the Planning Commission held 
the required public hearing; no comments were received. The Planning Commission 
unanimously recommended approval.  
 
Since that meeting, staff asked our consultant to provide one additional review and provide any 
feedback that they had. They made one structural change to allow artificial turf only in areas 
without water to support outdoor landscaping, and made a few minor grammatical and 
clarification changes.  
 
Staff recommends that the City Council discuss the proposed changes to the ordinance and 
landscape standards. Consider the possible impact of the change. Discuss and recommend any 
desired changes.  
 
 

IV. POSSIBLE MOTIONS  
 
Approval: Motion that the City Council approve Ordinance XX-2026 Amending Title XV Land 

Usage, Design Review and Landscaping Standards and Requirements, Including §157.730 

Through §157.737 and §157.985 Through §157.996(7), the renumbering of the Sections As Such 
[insert any findings or reasons for approval if desired] 

 
Approval with Conditions: Motion that the City Council approve Ordinance XX-2026 Amending 

Title XV Land Usage, Design Review and Landscaping Standards and Requirements, Including 

§157.730 Through §157.737 and §157.985 Through §157.996(7), the Renumbering of the 

Sections As Such, with the following conditions/amendments: 
 
[insert conditions or amendments] 

 
Table: Motion that the City Council table Ordinance XX-2026 Amending Title XV Land Usage, 

Design Review and Landscaping Standards and Requirements, Including §157.730 Through 

§157.737 and §157.985 Through §157.996(7), the renumbering of the Sections as such 
 

[insert conditions or amendments] 
 
Deny: Motion that the City Council deny Ordinance XX-2026 Amending Title XV Land Usage, 

Design Review and Landscaping Standards and Requirements, Including §157.730 Through 

§157.737 and §157.985 Through §157.996(7), the renumbering of the sections as such 
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[insert any findings or reasons for denial] 



 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 17-2026 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF WEST HAVEN CITY AMENDING TITLE XV LAND USAGE, 

DESIGN REVIEW AND LANDSCAPING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS, 

INCLUDING §157.730 THROUGH §157.737 AND §157.985 THROUGH §157.996(7), THE 

RENUMBERING OF THE SECTIONS AS SUCH; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE FOR THESE CHANGES. 

  

 

SECTION 1 – RECITALS 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of West Haven (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 

and existing under the laws of Utah; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that in conformance with UC §10-3-702, the 

governing body of the City may pass any ordinance to regulate, require, prohibit, govern, 

control, or supervise any activity, business, conduct, or condition authorized by the laws of the 

State of Utah or any other provision of law; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, West Haven City has adopted and promulgated city ordinances and rules 

regarding landscaping standards and requirements; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that certain changes to the West Haven City Code 

found in the Design Review and Landscape Standards and Requirements sections, including 

§157.730 through §157.737 and §157.985 through §157.996(7), should be made; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City’s adopted Water Element of the General Plan recommends that the 

City should “[p]rioritize water-efficient landscaping and irrigation at the design stage to avoid 

costly retrofits, and ensure ongoing efficiency through post-occupancy monitoring”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s adopted Water Element of the General Plan recommends that the 

City should “[r]eview landscaping, zoning, and other relevant standards to ensure they do not 

create barriers for residents seeking to implement water-wise landscape improvements. Provide 

guidance or resources as needed”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s adopted Water Element of the General Plan recommends that the 

City should “[r]eview and update the landscaping ordinance to support water conservation, 

including guidance on site-specific design, soil preparation, runoff reduction, and management of 

high-evaporation features, while maintaining flexibility for residents and developers”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the specific changes to the referenced sections 

are desired and will promote water conservation within the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a positive 

recommendation of the proposed changes on August 26, 2026; and 



 

 

  

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the public convenience and necessity, public 

safety, health, and welfare is at issue in this matter and require action by the City as noted above. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of West Haven City, Utah 

that the following portions of the West Haven City Zoning Code be, and the same is, changed 

and amended to read as follows: 

 

a. In Title XV Land Usage, Design Review and Landscaping Standards and 

Requirements, including §157.730 through §157.737 and §157.985 through 

§157.996(7), amendments as shown in red, as seen on Attachment “A”. 

b. The Mayor is authorized to sign this Ordinance. 

 

The forgoing Recitals are fully incorporated herein. 

 

Section 2 – Prior Ordinances and Resolutions 

That the above changes, where they may have been taken from prior City Ordinances and 

Resolutions, are listed here for centralization and convenience; and that the body and substance 

of those prior Ordinances and Resolutions, with their specific provisions, where not otherwise in 

conflict with this Ordinance, are reaffirmed and readopted. 

 

Section 3 – Repealer of Conflicting Enactments 

All orders, ordinances and resolutions regarding the changes enacted and adopted which have 

been adopted by the City, or parts thereof, which conflict with this Ordinance are, for such 

conflict, repealed, except that this repeal will not be construed to revive any act, order or 

resolution, or part. 

 

Section 4 – Savings Clause 

If any provision of this Ordinance be held or deemed invalid, inoperative, or unenforceable, such 

will render no other provision or provisions invalid, inoperative, or unenforceable to any extent 

whatsoever, this Ordinance being deemed the separate independent and severable act of the City 

Council of West Haven City. 

 

Section 5 – Date of Effect 

This Ordinance shall be effective as of the date of signing and after being published or posted as 

required by law. 

 

 

DATED the 16th day of September 2026 

 

     WEST HAVEN CITY 

 

      

             

     Rob Vanderwood 

Mayor 



 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Emily Green, City Recorder 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Rob Vanderwood  Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Carrie Call  Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Kim Dixon  Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Nina Morse  Yes _____ No _____  

Councilmember Ryan Saunders Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Ryan Swapp  Yes _____ No _____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

RECORDER'S CERTIFICATION 

 

STATE OF UTAH ) 

                                    : ss. 

County of Weber ) 

  
I, EMILY GREEN, the City Recorder of West Haven, Utah, in compliance with UCA §10-3-713 and 

UCA §10-3-714 do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a full and correct copy of Ordinance 

No. __-2026, entitled “AMENDING TITLE XV LAND USAGE, DESIGN REVIEW AND 

LANDSCAPING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING §157.730 

THROUGH §157.737 AND §157.985 THROUGH §157.996(7), THE RENUMBERING OF 

THE SECTIONS AS SUCH”, adopted and passed by the City Council of West Haven, Utah, at a 

regular meeting thereof on September 16, 2026 which appears of record in my office, with the date of 

posting or publication being September 16, 2026.   

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the corporate seal of 

the City this 16th day of September 2026. 

 

             

      ______________________________ 

  Emily Green 

  City Recorder 

 

        

 

    

 (city seal) 
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AMENDING TITLE XV LAND USAGE, DESIGN REVIEW AND LANDSCAPING 
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DESIGN REVIEW 

§ 157.730 PURPOSE. 

   The purpose and intent of this subchapter is to ensure that the general design, layout and 
appearance of buildings and structures are compatible with their surroundings and aid the 
orderly and harmonious development of the city. 

(Prior Code, § 54.02) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 19-2015, passed 10-21-2015; Ord. 06-
2022, passed 3-16-2022; Ord. 10-2025, passed 9-17-2025) 

§ 157.731 APPLICATION; REVIEW AND APPROVAL. 

   (A)   All proposals in commercial or manufacturing zones shall be subject to the provisions of 
this subchapter. 

   (B)   Regardless of the zone underlying the land use, the following uses, including any 
accessory uses thereto, shall be subject to the provisions of this subchapter: 

      (1)   Multi-family dwellings; and 

      (2)   Public and quasi-public uses. 

   (C)   The following shall be submitted as part of all applications for projects subject to the 
provisions of this subchapter, further details of which are found in this subchapter: 

      (1)   A preliminary site plan containing the following: 

         (a)   A statement containing the proposed use and whether it complies with current 
zoning. 

         (b)   Site layout. Site layout shall show: 

            1.   Building locations. 

            2.   Setbacks, including front, rear, and both sides, for every proposed building. 

            3.   Access points and traffic circulation, including fire access. 

            4.   Landscape areas. 

            5.   Proposed fencing and gates. 

            6.   Outdoor storage. 

            7.   Dumpster areas and dumpster enclosures. All dumpsters that are visible from the 
adjacent public right(s)-of-ways, parking lots, or access drives shall be fully enclosed with 
opaque fencing or walls. 
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            8.   Natural features, including hillsides, wetlands, floodplains, or other prominent 
natural features. 

         (c)   Building elevations. Elevations shall show: 

            1.   Building materials and colors; 

            2.   Architectural features, if applicable per § 157.734; and 

            3.   Elevation drawings shall also contain a table showing ratios and percentages of each 
material/color and percentages of architectural features, if applicable, that meet the standards 
set out within this chapter. 

         (d)   Landscaping plans shall contain a table showing types, numbers, and percentages of 
each landscape material, the number of trees and shrubs, per West Haven Landscaping 
Requirements and Standards found within this title, § 157.988(A), and the percentage of total 
site landscaping. 

         (e)   Parking. The applicant shall include a parking plan, with a table showing the number 
of parking spaces required, the number provided, and the number of ADA parking stalls. 

         (f)   Signage. Plans shall show the location, size, and material of any and all proposed signs. 
This signage plan does not exempt the applicant from needing to obtain a building and sign 
permit for each sign upon construction 

         (g)   Utility plan. The applicant shall show a preliminary utility plan, including will serve or 
availability letters from public utility providers, including culinary and secondary water and 
sanitary sewer districts. 

         (h)   Preliminary stormwater plans, including stormwater storage location, type of storage, 
proposed overflows, and other details to allow the city to understand how stormwater will be 
handled within the property. 

         (i)   Outdoor lighting plan in compliance with §§ 157.775 through 157.785. 

         (j)   UDOT conditional access permit approval or minutes from a UDOT pre- application 
meeting, if applicable. 

      (2)   The Development Review Committee (DRC) shall review all preliminary site plan 
applications and make a recommendation to the Planning Commission regarding compliance, 
findings, and conditions. The Planning Commission may approve, approve with conditions, or 
deny a preliminary site plan based on the applicant's ability or inability to meet or sufficiently 
address the requirements within this chapter and all applicable development standards 
adopted by the city. 

      (3)   Once the applicant has received approval of their preliminary site plan from the 
Planning Commission, they shall proceed to prepare civil drawings and improvement plans and 
shall present those to the City Engineer and Community Development Director. The DRC shall 
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review the improvement plans, provide comments to the applicant, and shall make a 
recommendation to the City Engineer and Community Development Director. The City Engineer 
and Community Development Director shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny 
improvement plans. 

      (4)   No final site plan application can be approved without the City Engineer's and 
Community Development Director's approval of improvement drawings. Each applicant shall 
submit as part of a final site plan application improvement drawings, stamped by a licensed civil 
engineer. These drawings shall demonstrate the site's compliance with the West Haven Code, 
compliance with public utility providers' standards, preliminary site plan approval conditions, 
and vehicle access and parking. 

   (D)   After preliminary site plan approval or approval with conditions by the Planning 
Commission, the applicant shall submit a final site plan application and supporting construction 
drawings to the city in a format specified by the city within 12 months. Before the submittal of 
a final site plan and improvement plan, the applicant shall address each condition from the 
preliminary site plan approval. All applications for final site plan approval shall be reviewed by 
the Development Review Committee. The Planning Commission shall be the land use authority 
for the final site plan and shall either approve, approve with conditions, or deny a final site plan 
based on findings and compliance with all applicable code and standards, with the following 
exceptions: 

      (1)   All buildings or combination of buildings which total over 40,000 square feet on a single 
parcel. After first being presented to and receiving a recommendation from the Planning 
Commission, the City Council shall review and may approve, deny, or approve with conditions 
site plans for these buildings. 

      (2)   Any requests for building materials not otherwise considered as a primary or secondary 
material. After first being presented to and receiving a recommendation from the Development 
Review Committee, the Planning Commission shall review and may approve, deny, or approve 
with conditions any requests for alternate building materials. 

   (E)   The Planning Commission shall determine whether the proposed architectural and site 
development plans submitted are consistent with this subchapter and with the general 
objectives of this subchapter and shall give or withhold approval accordingly. Denial may be 
appealed to the Hearing Officer. 

   (F)   No building, occupancy, or other land use permit shall be issued until the proposed 
project has received approval under the terms of this subchapter. 

(Prior Code, § 54.04) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 19-2015, passed 10-21-2015; Ord. 06-
2022, passed 3-16-2022; Ord. 10-2025, passed 9-17-2025) 

§ 157.732 EXCEPTIONS. 
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   (A)   Projects subject to conditional use and/or planned unit development approval shall have 
site plan and design review incorporated into such review. Such projects shall be required to 
meet the requirements of this subchapter. 

   (B)   Existing or modified sites. 

      (1)   The city shall require an updated preliminary site plan and final site plan for existing 
commercial, industrial, institutional/civic, or multi-family sites if the property owner proposes 
to do any of the following. 

         (a)   Add additional building(s), paved parking areas, or other material changes to the site. 

         (b)   Change the use to a use type that the site's infrastructure, parking, or access points do 
not reasonably support. 

         (c)   Change from a permitted use to a conditional use in the underlying zone. 

         (d)   Change from one conditional use to another conditional use in the underlying zone. 

         (e)   Switch to a use that has a reasonably higher impact. 

      (2)   The Planning Commission may waive certain site development standards that do not 
impact the health or safety of the public for an existing or modified site, allowing an applicant 
to update a site without necessitating significant or unreasonable changes to the existing 
layout. 

      (3)   The Planning Commission may approve a preliminary and final site plan approval at the 
same meeting if the site does not require updated improvement plans. 

   (C)   The City Engineer may waive improvement plan requirements in full or in part for sites 
that have already been developed, and the existing facilities and infrastructure can support the 
proposed site plan and use. 

   (D)   The Planning Commission may waive landscaping requirements if the applicant provides 
a letter from the water provider stating that the provider can't supply water for landscaping or 
for an existing site with pre-established landscaping. All areas where landscaping requirements 
have been waived shall comply with all other applicable provisions of West Haven Landscape 
Standards and Requirements as found within this title, including the Water Source Limitations 
and Alternative Compliance.  

   (E)   Public facilities. Public utility substations, wells and well houses, sewer lift stations, public 
buildings under 1,000 square feet, school district projects, Utah state projects, federal projects, 
and updates to government parking areas shall be exempt from the complete site plan approval 
process. Each of these improvements and designs shall be reviewed by the Development 
Review Committee to ensure compliance with city standards and approved by the City Engineer 
and Community Development Director. 
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(Prior Code, § 54.06) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 19-2015, passed 10-21-2015; Ord. 06-
2022, passed 3-16-2022; Ord. 10-2025, passed 9-17-2025) 

§ 157.733 STANDARDS OF REVIEW. 

   The Planning Commission and Development Review Committee shall consider the following 
matters, and others when applicable, in its review of applications and where the plan is found 
deficient the plan design shall be amended or conditions imposed to mitigate such deficiencies 
when considering: 

   (A)   Traffic safety and circulation. 

      (1)   Does the site plan comply with the City Engineering Design Standards and Specifications 
related to traffic ingress, egress and internal circulation? 

      (2)   A traffic study shall be required, if in the opinion of the Planning Commission, with input 
from the Development Review Committee, such would be necessary. 

   (B)   Parking. Does the site plan comply with city ordinances regarding design, location and 
number of parking stalls required? 

   (C)   Signage. Does the proposed signage meet the requirements of the city sign ordinance? 

   (D)   Landscaping. 

      (1)   The following landscaping shall be provided in each project subject to the provisions of 
this subchapter: 

         (a)   Front yard. Landscaping shall be required along the entire frontage of the lot, except 
for the frontage required for ingress/egress. Said landscaping shall be a minimum of 15 feet 
deep, calculated from the property line. 

         (b)   Side/rear yards. There shall be a minimum of five feet of landscaping between parking 
areas and side or rear property lines (except between commercial uses where said landscaping 
is not visible from areas of public access) and a minimum of five feet of landscaping between an 
access driveway and a side or rear property line unless said driveway is to be used for common 
access by an adjacent lot. 

         (c)   Parking area landscaping. Landscaping within all parking and driveway areas shall 
comprise a minimum 5% of the total square footage of those areas and shall be placed within 
those parking areas to break up the mass of asphalt. 

      (2)   Where possible, developers are encouraged to preserve existing, healthy trees. 

      (3)   Developers are encouraged to take current drought and other environmental conditions 
into account when preparing a landscaping plan. 

      (4)   Landscape plans shall include a minimum of three items from the following list: 
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         (a)   Trees; 

         (b)   Decorative rock and boulders (gravel and pea gravel are not permitted); 

         (c)   Shrubs; 

         (d)   Groundcover; and 

         (e)   Grass (artificial or other). 

   (DE)   Building/site layout. 

      (1)   All buildings shall be designed with breaks in the facade. This may be accomplished 
through a change in building materials, actual breaks in the facade, a mix of roofline 
projections. 

      (2)   All mechanical equipment shall be screened so as to not be seen from any public right-
of-way adjacent to the project. 

      (3)   Developers are encouraged to keep in mind visual compatibility with existing 
development when preparing the site layout and architectural elevations of proposed buildings. 

      (4)   Buildings which are located within 100 feet of the centerline of the following roads shall 
be designed so it appears the front of the building faces the street, regardless of how the 
building is actually oriented: 

         (a)   2550 South; 

         (b)   Midland Drive; 

         (c)   4000 South; 

         (d)   3500 West; 

         (e)   1900 West; 

         (f)   2100 South/Wilson Lane; 

         (g)   1800 South; and 

         (h)   Hinckley Drive. 

   (EF)   Engineering standards. Does the site plan comply with the City Engineering Design 
Standards and Specifications related to utility easements, drainage and other engineering 
requirements? 

   (FG)   Governing documents. Is the site subject to a master development agreement or any 
conditions or agreements related to the property? 
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(Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 19-2015, passed 10-21-2015; Ord. 06-2022, passed 3-16-2022; 
Ord. 10-2025, passed 9-17-2025) 

 

 

LANDSCAPING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS 

§ 157.985 PURPOSE AND INTENT. 
This subchapter is established to promote attractive, functional, water-efficient landscaping 
that supports community character, reduces water demand, mitigates heat, and is practical to 
install and maintain. Landscaping standards are intended to allow flexibility in site-specific 
design, encourage water-wise plant selection, and ensure that landscaping contributes to 
shade, visual quality, and environmental performance without requiring unnecessary water 
use. 

§ 157.986 DEFINITIONS. 
For the purpose of this subchapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context 
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

ACTIVE LAWN AREA. An area that is dedicated to active play, including where turfgrass may 
provide a playing surface. 

BIOSWALE. Bioswales are vegetated open channels designed to convey and treat storm water 
runoff. They are appropriate when it is desirable to convey flows away from structures or as an 
alternate conveyance method to pipes, concrete channels, or curbed gutters. Bioswales reduce 
peak flow rates, reduce flow velocities, filter storm water pollutants, and can also reduce runoff 
volume through infiltration.  

BUBBLER. An irrigation head that delivers water to the root zone by drenching the planted area. 
The amount of water used by bubblers is usually measured in gallons per minute. BUBBLERS 
typically convey water as a trickle, umbrella or short stream pattern. 

CHECK VALVE. A device used in sprinkler heads or pipe to prevent water from draining out of 
the pipe through gravity flow. Used to prevent pollution or contamination of the water supply 
due to the reverse flow of water. 

DRIP EMITTER. Drip irrigation fittings deliver water slowly at the root zone of the plant, usually 
measured in gallons per hour. DRIP EMITTERS typically convey water as a consistent trickle. 

EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (ET). The quantity of water evaporated from soil and other surfaces and 
transpired by plants during a specified time. EVAPOTRANSPIRATION ET is an important part of 
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the local water cycle and climate, and measurement of it plays a key role in water resource 
management,. andET is typically expressed in inches per day, month or year. 

GRADING PLAN. The grading plan shows all finish grades, spot elevations as necessary and 
existing and new contours with the developed landscape area. 

GROUND COVER. Plant material that forms a continuous cover over the ground. 

GROUND PLANE COVERAGE. Vegetative cover of the horizontal surface of a landscaped area. 
Canopies of deciduous trees shall not be counted toward these calculations. 

HARDSCAPE. Durable landscape materials that cover the horizontal surfaces of a landscaped 
area. Typical HARDSCAPE materials include concrete, wood, stone or brick pavers, or 
compacted organic mulch. 

HYDROZONE. A portion of the landscaped area that contains plants with similar water needs, 
areas and similar microclimate (i.e., slope, exposure, wind, shade, etc.) and soil conditions, and 
areas that will be similarly irrigated. A HYDROZONE can be served by one irrigation valve, or a 
set of valves with the same schedule. 

IRRIGATION EFFICIENCY. The measurement of the amount of water intended to be applied to a 
landscaped area, divided by the total amount of water actually applied. IRRIGATION EFFICIENCY 
is derived from measurements and estimates of irrigation system hardware characteristics and 
management practices. 

IRRIGATION PLAN. The irrigation plan shows the components of the irrigation system with 
water meter size, backflow prevention (when outdoor irrigation is supplied with culinary 
water), precipitation rates, flow rate and operating pressure for each irrigation circuit and 
identification of all irrigation equipment. 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, PROFESSIONAL (PLA). A person who holds a license certificate to 
practice landscape architecture in the State of Utah. Only a PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECT (PLA) can legally prepare and sign commercial landscape plans for large-scale 
residential and commercial projects. 

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER. A person who is not a PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT (PLA) and 
cannot legally create or stamp landscape plans for commercial use . LANDSCAPE DESIGNERS 
generally focus on design and horticultural needs of home and smaller residential landscapes. 

LANDSCAPE PLAN. The landscape plan shows the design of the landscape with natural features 
such as plantings, ground and water forms, circulation, walks, hardscape areas and other 
features to comply with this subchapter. The types of plantings are identified, and quantities 
included. The percentage of landscape areas and open space on the site is also included to 
ensure conformance with zoning coverage requirements. 
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LANDSCAPED AREA. Improved areas of the property that make up the landscape. The 
LANDSCAPED AREA does not include building or structure footprints, sidewalks and other non- 
irrigated natural areas intentionally not landscaped. 

LANDSCAPING. Any combination of living plants, such as trees, shrubs, vines, ground covers, 
flowers or grass; natural features such as rock, stone or bark chips; hardscape areas such as 
concrete, wood, stone or brick pavers, or compacted organic mulch; and structural features, 
including, but not limited to, fountains, reflecting pools, outdoor art work, pergolas, arbors, 
screen walls, fences or benches. 

LOCALSCAPES®. A locally adaptable and environmentally sustainable urban landscape style that 
requires less irrigation than traditional Utah landscapes (see www.Localscapes.com). 

MULCH. Any material such as rock, crushed stone, bark, wood chips or other materials left 
loose and applied to the soil in landscape areas to help to conserve water in gardens by 
reducing soil evaporation, controlling weeds, and maintaining consistent soil temperatures. 
Organic mulches such as wood chips are particularly beneficial as they improve soil health while 
retaining moisture. 

OPEN SPACE. An area  ofarea of land that is free from buildings and often designated for public 
use, such as natural areas, parks or gardens. Landscaping, walkways, covered patios, light poles 
and other ornamental features may or may not be appropriate elements in these zones, 
depending on specific needs and context. Areas used for storm drainage shall not be considered 
an OPEN SPACE area, and utility corridors shall only be counted if improved as an accessible 
amenity for the project, surrounding neighborhood or the community as a whole. 

PARK STRIP. A typically narrow landscaped area located between the back-of-curb and 
sidewalk. 

PLANNED SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT. A planned single-family development 
with specific open space and/or amenity standards that are required by the zone or a 
development agreement, and in which common open spaces are maintained by a homeowner’s 
association or organization. 

PLANTER BED. Any irrigated, non-turfgrass portion of the landscaped area. 

PLANTING PLAN. A planting plan shall clearly and accurately identify and locate new and 
existing trees, shrubs, ground covers, turfgrass areas, driveways, sidewalks, hardscape features 
and fences. 

POP-UP SPRAY HEAD. A sprinkler head that sprays water through a nozzle in a fixed pattern 
with no rotation. 

PRECIPITATION RATE. The depth of water applied to a given area, usually measured in inches 
per hour. 



9.10.2026  10 
 

PRESSURE COMPENSATING. A drip irrigation system that compensates for fluctuating water 
pressure by only allowing a fixed volume of water through drip emitters. 

PUBLIC FACILITY. A government, educational or non-profit organization that provides services 
to the general public. 

REHABILITATED LANDSCAPING. Altering, repairing or adding to a landscape to make possible a 
compatible use, increase curb appeal, decrease maintenance and the like. 

ROTOR SPRAY HEAD. A sprinkler head that distributes water through a nozzle by the rotation of 
a gear or mechanical rotor.  The spray heads have stationary nozzles that spray water in a 
specific direction. 

ROTARY SPRINKLER. An irrigation head that projects water through a gear rotor in single or 
multiple streams. The nozzle rotates to cover a larger area in a circular motion, making them 
most suitable for expansive lawns or gardens. 

RUNOFF. Irrigation water that is not absorbed by the soil or landscape area to which it is 
applied, and which flows onto other areas. 

SMART AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION CONTROLLER. An automatic timing device used to remotely 
control valves in the operation of an irrigation system using the internet to connect to a real 
time weather source or soil moisture sensor. SMART AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION CONTROLLERS 
schedule irrigation events using either evapotranspiration or soil moisture data to control when 
and how long sprinklers or drip systems operate and will vary based on time of year and 
weather/soil moisture conditions. 

SPRAY SPRINKLER. An irrigation head that sprays water through a fixed nozzle. See also ROTOR 
SPRAY HEAD. 

TURFGRASS. A surface of perennial grass applied on topsoil that contains grass species with full 
root structures that are maintained as mowed grass. 

WASTE OF WATER. Includes, but is not necessarily limited to: 

      (1)   Wasted water for any purpose, including outdoor irrigation, that consumes or for which 
is applied substantial excess water beyond the reasonable amount required by the use, 
whether such excess water is lost due to evaporation, percolation, discharge into the sewer 
system, or allowed to run into the gutter or street; or 

      (2)   Washing sidewalks, driveways, parking areas, tennis courts, patios or other paved areas, 
except to alleviate immediate health or safety hazards or for standard maintenance, including 
for cleaning and sealing. 

WATER-CONSERVING PLANT. A plant that can generally survive with available rainfall once 
established although supplemental irrigation may be needed or desirable during periods of dry 
and warm weather. 
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XERISCAPE. A water-efficient landscaping method characterized by the use of site-appropriate, 
drought-tolerant, or native plants; the use of organic and inorganic mulches to reduce 
evaporation; and the implementation of efficient irrigation systems. Xeriscape is a 
comprehensive approach to landscaping that reduces the need for supplemental water while 
maintaining an aesthetically pleasing environment. XERISCAPE is not "Zero-scape" (the absence 
of vegetation) and requires a minimum percentage of living plant material. 

ZERO-SCAPE. A landscape design method that eliminates the need for irrigation water by 
eliminating plants from the landscape. ZEROSCAPE landscapes are typified by yards and 
landscape areas covered with inert materials such as concrete pavement, other paving and 
hardscape materials, gravel, rock, and stone. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.987 APPLICABILITY. 

The provisions of this subchapter shall apply to all new development and to rehabilitation of 
existing landscaping exceeding 25% of the total landscaped area. Properties subject to the 
provisions of this subchapter shall comply with all landscaping standards herein, except where 
limitations of secondary water service or other special circumstances prevent adequate 
irrigation of a property. 

§ 157.988 GENERAL LANDSCAPE PROVISIONS. 
The following landscape provisions shall be adhered to by all land use types unless otherwise 
noted: 

 (A)   Plant selection. Plants shall be well-suited to the microclimate and soil conditions at the 
project site. Both native and locally adapted plants are acceptable. Plants shall be organized 
into hydrozones, grouping plants with similar water needs to the maximum extent possible. 

      (1)   Xeriscaping is permitted in all zones. 

      (2)   Zero-scaping shall not be permitted except where limitations of secondary water 
service or other qualifying conditions, as defined in this section, prevent adequate irrigation, or 
on a single-family residential lot. 

      (3)   Areas with slopes greater than 25% shall be landscaped with deep-rooting, water-
conserving plants for erosion control and soil stabilization. 

      (4)   The following resources may be consulted for a list of recommended water-conserving 
plants (not a comprehensive list): Localscapes®, the Weber Basin Water Conservancy District 
(weberbasin.com), and the Utah State University Center for Water-Efficient Landscaping. 

 (B)  Park strips. Park strips and other landscaped areas less than eight feet wide shall not be 
landscaped with turfgrass and shall be maintained free of weeds. All planting within parks strips 
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and other landscape areas of less than eight feet wide shall be planted in accordance with the 
standards within this title.  Any hardscape installed within a park strip shall cover no more than 
30% of the park strip area, unless otherwise required by city code or by an agency of the state. 
Park strips within the County or Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) shall be developed 
according to that organization's standards. 

 (C)  Mulch. After completion of planting, all irrigated non-turfgrass areas shall be covered with 
a minimum three-inch layer of mulch to retain water, inhibit weed growth, and moderate soil 
temperature. Non-porous material such as concrete or asphalt shall not be placed under the 
selected mulch. 

(D)  Tree Selection. Tree species shall be selected based on their ability to create an urban tree 
canopy with proper and consistent maintenance. When selecting trees, qualities such as the 
approximate size at maturity, location, and planting area width should be carefully considered. 

      (1)   Tree sizes are defined below, along with their corresponding minimum planting area 
widths for each size category: 

         (a)  Large Trees are defined as trees with a mature height of forty (40) feet or more. 
Planting area width shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet wide. 

         (b)  Medium Trees are defined as trees with a mature height between twenty-five (25) and 
forty (40) feet. Planting area width shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet wide. 

         (c)  Small Trees are defined as trees with a mature height of twenty-five (25) feet or less. 
Planting area width shall be no smaller than four (4) feet wide. 

(d) Based on a recommendation of a landscape architect, a specific tree may be planted 
in areas that are more narrow thenthan listed above.   

§ 157.989 COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MULTI-FAMILY, AND PUBLIC FACILITY DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS. 
   (A)   Applicability. The following standards shall be required for all new and rehabilitated 
landscaping for public facility, commercial, industrial, and multi-family residential projects. 
Landscaping for these project types shall comply with the requirements of the West Haven City 
“Site Plan and Design Review” ordinances. 

   (B)    Required Landscape Area. The following areas shall be landscaped and meet the 
following requirements. 

 (1)    Areas of required landscaping which shall meet the listed planting schedule and number 
as outlined within this section.  

(a) Frontage. Landscaping shall be required along the entire frontage of the lot, except for 
the frontage required for ingress/egress. Said landscaping shall be a minimum of 15 feet 
deep, calculated from the property line. 
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(b) Side/rear boundary. There shall be a minimum of five feet of landscaping between 
parking areas and side or rear property lines (except between commercial uses where 
said landscaping is not visible from areas of public access) and a minimum of five feet of 
landscaping between an access driveway and a side or rear property line unless said 
driveway is to be used for common access by an adjacent lot. 

(c)  Parking Lot Landscaping. Hard-surfaced parking lots containing ten (10) or more parking 
spaces shall comply with this section. 

(i) Landscape Area Requirements for Parking Lots Located on Project Lots. Interior 
landscaping shall total a minimum of five percent (5%) of the paved parking and 
drive aisle area, or as otherwise required by this subsection, whichever is 
greater. Perimeter landscaping does not count toward this total. 

(ii) Parking Islands. End-of-row islands shall be provided at the end of each parking 
row, a minimum of four (4) feet wide, and planted with at least one shade tree 
and low shrubs or perennials not exceeding three (3) feet in height. Islands shall 
avoid narrow or diamond shapes. 

(iii) Parking Medians. Parking lot medians shall be provided on every third drive aisle 
or at intervals not exceeding 150 feet. Medians shall be a minimum of four feet 
wide, planted with shade trees no more than 40 feet apart, and be landscaped 
with low shrubs. Medians may include a planted bioswale for storm drainage, 
using either flush curbs or curb cuts. Pedestrian pathways may be provided 
within medians in addition to the required planting area. 

(d) All other areas not listed shall have appropriate ground cover to control dust and weeds.   

(2) Multi-Family. All other areas not developed with structures, amenities, rights-of-way, 
driveways, or parking areas shall be landscaped. Landscaped areas shall be defined as a 
combination of trees, shrubs, perennials, mulch, and permeable surfaces, professionally 
designed to create engaging landscape treatments near building facades and entrances, 
within parking lots, and along key walkways and other areas with significant resident and 
pedestrian value. The frontage, side and rear boundaries, and parking lots of the 
development shall meet the required landscape minimums set forth in this chapter.  

      (3)    Tree Requirements (see also 157.994). 

         (a)  A minimum of one tree shall be provided for every 400 square feet of required 
landscape area. Street trees may not be counted toward this minimum. 

         (b)  Street Trees. Each parcel or lot is required to have one street tree for every forty (40) 
feet of street frontage with a minimum of one street tree per street frontage where park strips 
are available. Trees shall be planted within park strips whenever possible. Placement shall 
provide canopy cover/shade and avoid conflicts with existing trees, retaining walls, utilities, 
lighting, or other obstacles. All street trees shall comply with the clear vision standards of this 
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chapter. Street trees planted within UDOT or County rights-of-way shall be planted based on 
that organization’s standards. 

         (c)  Deciduous trees shall have a minimum trunk size of (2) two inches in caliper measured 
6” above ground level when planted. Evergreen trees and multi-stem deciduous trees shall 
have a minimum size of five (5) feet in height when planted. 

  

      (3)    Ground Plane Planting Requirements. At maturity, landscapes must have sufficient 
plant material (perennials and shrubs) to achieve a minimum of 50% living plant coverage at 
ground level, excluding tree canopies. At least 30% of the ground plane landscape shall be 
comprised of hardy shrubs, with the remainder composed of perennials, ornamental grasses, or 
other approved groundcover plants. 

         (a)   Shrubs and Perennials. All shrubs and perennials shall be a minimum size of one (1) 
gallon container stock when planted . Shrubs shall be installed at a minimum size of (3) three 
gallons.      

        (b)   Turfgrass.  Turfgrass areas shall not exceed 15% of the total landscaped area, excluding 
active lawn areas and detention basins. Turfgrass shall not be used in park strips, parking 
islands, or medians, or buffer landscaping. 

        (c)    Mulch and Irrigation. Planting beds shall comply with the mulch requirements of 
subsection (2) and shall be irrigated in compliance with § 157.991, Irrigation Design Standards.     

       (d)  Decorative rock and rock mulch shall be of light or muted hues to mitigate ambient 
heat. Decorative rock of a dark hue may be utilized as a secondary material and shall comprise 
no more than 15% of the total landscaped area. For the purposes of this code, light hues refer 
to all colors that have a light reflective value (LRV) of 51% or higher, while dark hues refer to 
colors that have an LRV of 50% or lower. The relative luminance formula can be used to 
approximate the LRV by selecting the most comparable sRGB value (digital color) to the 
proposed rock's color. 

   (D) Water Limitations. Where access to secondary water service is limited or not available, or 
where other special circumstances prevent adequate irrigation from being available, the 
interior landscaping required by this section may be designed and installed in accordance with 
§157.989.(F) Water Source Limitations and Alternative Compliance. 

   (E)    Buffer Landscaping. Buffer landscaping is intended to provide visual separation, 
screening, and aesthetic transition between parking areas, driveways, and adjacent properties, 
while accounting for site constraints, land use patterns, and the availability of irrigation. 

      (1)  Minimum Buffer Width. A minimum five-foot landscaped buffer shall be provided 
between parking areas and side or rear property lines, except where adjacent uses are 
commercial and the landscaping is not visible from areas of public access. A minimum five-foot 
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landscaped buffer shall also be provided between an access driveway and a side or rear 
property line, unless the driveway is designed for common access by an adjacent lot. 

      (2)   Materials and Plant Selection. Buffer landscaping shall incorporate a mix of trees, 
shrubs, and groundcovers where site conditions allow. 

   (F)    Water Source Limitations and Alternative Compliance. Where limitations of secondary 
water service or other special circumstances prevent adequate irrigation of a property, the 
required open space and landscaped areas of the property may be installed as ZERO-SCAPE, as 
previously defined and implemented in accordance with the standards of this section. 

      (1)    Adequate irrigation limitations must be demonstrated by a written statement or letter 
from the applicable water provider confirming that secondary water service or other water 
sources are unavailable, limited, or otherwise insufficient to meet standard landscape 
requirements. 

      (2)    A minimum of three different landscaping materials from the list below shall be used to 
dress the areas of required landscaping, and said materials shall be designed to achieve a 
deliberate appearance and result. 

         (a)   Decorative rock and boulders, multiple variations in size and color may be provided to 
satisfy material requirements 

         (b)   Rock mulch 

         (c)   Artificial turf 

         (d)   Pavers: No more than 5% of landscaped area.  

       (3)    Where variations of decorative rock are used as a landscaping material, the variations 
shall noticeably differ in size, texture, or color to be considered different materials. 

            (4)    Decorative boulders shall be provided, either in an array or dispersed across the 
property in a deliberate, decorative fashion. 

(5) Where artificial turf is used as a landscape material, it shall comply with the following 
standards: 

         (a)   Artificial turf shall consist of individual blades of grass that emulate natural turfgrass in 
color and general appearance. 

         (b)   Artificial turf shall be limited to no more than 15% of the total landscaped area, 
excluding those areas designated for active recreation.  

         (c)   Where artificial turf abuts decorative rock or rock mulch, landscape edging of 
concrete, stone, brick, or metal shall be provided. 
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         (d)  Artificial turf shall be properly anchored and seamed according to the manufacturer's 
specifications.  

         (e)   Artificial turf shall not be installed in ponds, swales, basins, or any other permanent 
drainage feature. 

 

(G) Landscape Plan Submittal. All landscape plan applications associated with design review 
approval shall comply with West Haven Design Review 157.730 -736 and other applicable 
sections.   

(H)   Final Landscape Plan Submittal Standards. A copy of a landscape plan shall be submitted to 
and approved by the city prior to the issue of a final site plan. All plans shall be prepared by a 
Professionally Licensed Landscape Architect  and shall consist of the following items: 

      (1)   Planting plan. A detailed planting plan shall be drawn at a scale that clearly identifies 
the following: 

         (a)   Project name and address, landscape architect’s information, graphic and written 
scale, and date of design. Existing trees and plant materials to be either removed or retained 
are to be clearly indicated.  

         (b)   Existing landscaping, including trees at least twenty (20) feet beyond the property 
lines. Where possible, developers are encouraged to preserve existing, healthy trees. 

         (c)   Location of all proposed plant materials, a plant schedule with botanical and common 
names, size of plant materials at maturity, size of container stock, and designated hydrozones. 

         (d)   Existing and proposed structures (where applicable), walls, fences, utilities, paved 
areas and other site improvements. 

         (e)   Location and descriptions of all proposed landscape features and ground surface 
material treatments. 

         (f)   Clear indication of property lines, easements, and street names. 

         (g)   Details and specifications for tree staking, soil preparation, and other planting work. 

      (2)   Irrigation plan. A detailed irrigation plan shall be drawn at the same scale as the 
planting plan and shall contain the following information: 

         (a)   Layout of the irrigation system and a legend summarizing the type and size of all 
components of the system, including manufacturer name and model numbers; 

         (b)   Static water pressure in pounds per square inch (PSI) at the point of connection to the 
public water supply; 
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         (c)   Flow rate in gallons per minute and design operating pressure in psi for each valve and 
precipitation rate in inches per hour for each valve with sprinklers; and 

         (d)   Installation details for irrigation components. 

      (3)   Grading plan. 

         (a)   Property lines, street names, existing and proposed structures, turfgrass areas, and 
paved areas. 

         (b)  Existing and proposed grading of the site indicating contours at 2-foot intervals. 

         (c)  Any proposed berms shall be indicated using 1-foot contour intervals. 

         (d)  Delineate and label areas with a grade greater than 25% (4 feet Horizontal: 1 foot 
Vertical). 

      (4)  Project Data Table. A project data table containing the following: 

         (a)   Project/lot size in acres and square feet; 

         (b)   Required landscape area in square feet; 

         (c)   Number of trees required and number of trees provided; 

         (d)   Percentage of required shrubs/perennials and percentage of provided 
shrubs/perennials 

         (e)   Maximum allowable turfgrass area and turfgrass area provided. 

 (H)   Plan Review, Construction Inspection, and Post-Construction Monitoring. 

      (1)   As part of the land use approval process, a copy of the landscape and irrigation plans 
shall be submitted to the city for review and approval before construction begins. 

      (2)   All installers and designers shall meet state and local license, insurance, and bonding 
requirements, and be able to show proof of such. 

      (3)   During construction, site inspection of the landscaping shall be performed by the city. 

      (4)   Following construction and prior to final inspection by the building inspector, an 
inspection shall be scheduled with the Community Development Department to verify 
compliance with the approved landscape plans. Failure to comply with the approved landscape 
plan, the City may withhold business licenses, future land use approvals for expansions on the 
site, or may take other legal actions to enforce the provisions of this chapter.  

      (5)   The City reserves the right to perform site inspections at any time before, during, or 
after the irrigation system and landscape installation, and to require corrective measures if 
requirements of this subchapter are not satisfied. 
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§ 157.990 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. 
 (A)   Landscape design standards. 

      (1)   Plant selection. 

         (a)   Plants shall be well-suited to the microclimate and soil conditions at the project site. 
Both native and locally adapted plants are acceptable. Plants with similar water needs should 
be grouped together as much as possible. 

         (b)   Areas with slopes greater than 33% shall be landscaped with deep-rooting, water- 
conserving plants for erosion control and soil stabilization. 

         (c)   Park strips and other landscaped areas less than eight feet wide shall not be 
landscaped with turf and shall be maintained free of weeds. Hardscape is permitted provided it 
does not interfere with the park strip’s ability to capture stormwater.  

         (d) Turf Grass. Turf grass areas shall not exceed 35% of the combined front and interior 
side yard landscaped areas of the lot or parcel or 250 square feet, whichever is greater. 

         (e)   City recommends and encourages, but does not require, that residents with new or 
rehabilitated landscaping follow the Localscapes® process, as detailed in the Localscapes® 
Program, including but not limited to: 

         (i)    Creating a central open space in the front and rear yards consisting of lawn, 
hardscape, groundcover, gravel or compacted mulch. 

         (ii)    Creating smaller gathering areas constructed of hardscape placed outside of the 
central open space. In a landscape without turfgrass, gathering areas may function as the 
central open space. 

         (iii)     Filling remaining areas with planting beds composed of water-conserving plants and 
water-efficient irrigation systems. 

         (iv)     Locating activity zones outside of the central open space that are surfaced with 
materials other than turfgrass. 

         (v)     Providing paths and walkways to link the different areas of the yard together. These 
should be constructed of hardscape, mulch, other groundcover, or non-turfgrass materials. 

         (vi) Planting appropriately sized trees to provide shade, reducing the need for water 
on landscaping, but also providing cooling to an area.  

        (vii) Visit weberbasin.com for a list of recommended water-conserving plants. 

       (viii) Park strips four feet (4’) or wider are recommended to plant at least one tree for every 
forty (40) feet of frontage.  
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   (B)   Homebuilders and developers. 

      (1)   Homebuilders and developers subdividing lots and/or constructing new single-family 
residential homes within a planned development with common ownership and maintenance of 
landscaped areas shall comply with all of the water efficient landscaping and irrigation 
standards of this subchapter, and provide water efficient designs, such as the Localscapes® 
design style, to prospective home buyers. 

      (2)   Any model home shall meet the water-efficient landscaping standards of this chapter 
and provide an informational brochure on water-efficient landscaping. Brochures can be 
obtained from the city’s Planning Division. 

   (C)   Turfgrass. Turfgrass areas shall not exceed 35% of the combined front and interior side 
yard landscaped areas of the lot or parcel or 250 square feet, whichever is greater. 

         (1)   Please visit weberbasin.com for a list of recommended water-conserving plants (not a 
comprehensive list). 

      (D)   Mulch. After completion of all planting, all irrigated non-turf areas and all non-irrigated 
park strip areas shall be covered with a minimum three-inch layer of mulch to retain water, 
inhibit weed growth and moderate soil temperature. Non-porous material shall not be placed 
under the mulch. 

   (E)         (1)    Turfgrass areas shall be a minimum of 8 feet wide in any direction. 

      (2)    Small residential lots which the total landscaped area is less than 250 square feet are 
exempt from the maximum of 35% lawn requirement. 

 

   § 157.991 IRRIGATION DESIGN STANDARDS. 

   (A)   Irrigation systems shall be designed to maximize irrigation efficiency. 

   (B)   Landscaped areas shall utilize a smart automatic irrigation controller. Smart irrigation 
controllers shall be WaterSense® labeled and automatically adjust the frequency and/or 
duration of irrigation events in response to changing weather conditions. All controllers shall be 
equipped with automatic rain-delay or rain-shutoff capabilities. 

   (C)   Each valve shall irrigate a landscape with similar site, slope, and soil conditions. Plants 
watered by a valve should have similar watering needs and be grouped within the same 
hydrozone. Turfgrass and non-turfgrass areas shall be irrigated on separate valves. Drip 
emitters and sprinklers shall be placed on separate valves. 

   (D)   Drip emitters or bubblers shall be used for each tree. Bubblers shall not exceed one and 
one- half gallons per minute per device. Bubblers for trees shall be placed on a separate valve 
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unless specifically exempted by the city due to the limited number of trees on the project site. 
Drip irrigation or bubblers shall be used to irrigate plants in non-turfgrass areas. 

   (E)   Pop-up spray heads shall be at a minimum of four inches in height to avoid blockage from 
lawn foliage. 

   (F)   Sprinkler heads shall be attached to rigid lateral lines with flexible material (swing joints) 
to reduce potential for breakage. 

   (G)   Check valves shall be required when attached to the city culinary water system and 
where elevation differences cause low-head drainage. Pressure compensating valves and 
sprinklers shall be required where a significant variation in water pressure occurs within the 
irrigation system due to elevation differences. 

   (H)   Filters shall be required on all secondary water service connections. Filters shall have as a 
minimum a 30 mesh screen and shall be cleaned and maintained by the property owner on a 
regular basis. 

   (I)   Drip irrigation lines require additional filtration at or after the zone valve at a minimum of 
200 mesh and end flush valves are required as necessary for drip irrigation lines. 

   (J)   Valves with spray, rotary, or rotor sprinklers shall be scheduled to operate in accordance 
with local water supplier restrictions to reduce water loss due to wind, evaporation, or other 
environmental conditions that are not suitable for irrigation. 

   (K)   Valves should be programmed for multiple repeat cycles as necessary to reduce runoff 
and ensure maximum soil penetration, particularly on slopes and soils with slow infiltration 
rates. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.992 RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS REQUIRING TURFGRASS OR PLANT MATERIAL WITH 
UNIFORM OVERHEAD SPRAY IRRIGATION. 
Homeowners association governing documents,  including all bylaws, operating rules, 
covenants, conditions and restrictions that govern the operation of a common interest 
development, shall specifically indicate that the requirements of this chapter are to be met. In 
addition, they specifically shall not: 

   (A)   Require the use of any uniform plant material requiring overhead spray irrigation in 
landscape areas less than eight feet wide or require any uniform plant material requiring 
overhead spray irrigation in other areas that exceed 35% of the landscaped area; 

   (B)   Prohibit, or include conditions that have the effect of prohibiting, the use of water-
conserving plants as a group; or 

   (C)   Have the effect of prohibiting or restricting compliance with this subchapter or other 
water conservation measures. 
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(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.993 COMPLETION OF IMPROVEMENTS. 
   (A)   Completion. All landscaping improvements required by this subchapter shall be installed 
in accordance with the approved landscape and irrigation plan and the following completion of 
improvement requirements: 

      (1)   Non-residential landscaping. Landscaping for commercial, industrial, and public facility 
projects shall be completed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the building 
or structure with which it is associated, or in cases of inclement weather, within six months of 
the date of initial occupancy. The date of initial occupancy shall be the date on which a 
certificate of occupancy is issued for the first building or structure in an individual phase or plat 
of the development. 

      (2)   Multi-family residential. Landscaping for two-family and multiple-family dwellings in all 
zones shall be completed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the building or 
structure with which they are associated, or in cases of inclement weather, within six months of 
the date of initial occupancy. Date of initial occupancy will be the date that a certificate of 
occupancy is issued for the first dwelling unit. 

      (3)   Single-family residential. The front and side yards of all single-family dwellings in all 
zones shall be landscaped within 18 months of the date of initial occupancy for the building or 
structure with which they are associated. The rear yard shall be landscaped within 24 months of 
the date of initial occupancy. Date of initial occupancy will be the date that a certificate of 
occupancy is issued for the dwelling unit. 

   (Ord. 2015-19, passed 12-8-2015; Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.994 TREE AND SHRUB REGULATIONS FOR PUBLIC WAYS AND PLACES. 
   (A)   Purpose. The city values its open spaces, both natural and enhanced, and recognizes the 
importance of trees within the community. Not only do trees add to the beauty of the 
community, they also help mitigate the negative effects weather and seasonal changes, 
stabilize surface drainage, provide shade, and and help reduce soil erosion. A well-designed 
landscape can reduce air and sound pollution, regulate solar radiation and help with wind 
control. 

   (B)    Street Tree Adjacencies and Proximity Standards. Trees shall be spaced in accordance 
with the species’ characteristics such that the trees’ crowns at maturity will not touch or 
overhang a building or power lines. 

      (1)   Trees shall be planted no closer to any curb or sidewalk than the following: Small Trees, 
two (2) feet; Medium Trees, three (3) feet; and Large Trees, four (4) feet. 
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      (2)   Trees shall be planted no closer than thirty (30) feet of any street corner, measured 
from the point of nearest intersecting curbs extended. 

      (3)   Trees shall be planted no closer than ten (10) feet of any fire hydrant. 

      (4)   Only tree species classified as Small Trees in this Ordinance may be planted under or 
within ten (10) lateral feet of any overhead utility wire, or over or within five (5) lateral feet of 
any underground water line, sewer line, storm water line, transmission line, or other utility. 

      (5)   All trees installed on public property or on property maintained by the city shall be 
subject to approval by the City Arborist or designee. All trees installed on public property shall 
adhere to the American Standard for Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1). 

      (6)   Prohibited Street Tree List. The following trees shall not be planted within public rights-
of-way in the City, due to common issues with short life, pests and disease, weedy nature, 
messiness, root heaving, or visibility: 

         (a)    Flowering Pear – Pyrus calleryana 

         (b)    Ash Tree – Fraxinus sp. 

         (c)    Birch – Betula sp. 

         (d)    Box Elder – Acer negundo 

         (e)    Cottonwood, Quaking Aspen, and Poplars – Populus sp. 

         (e)    Flowering Plum – Prunus cerasifera 

         (g)    London Plane Tree – Platanus sp. 

         (h)    Norway Maple - Acer platanoides 

         (i)    Russian Olive – Eleagnus angustifolia 

         (j)    Siberian Elm – Ulmus pumilia 

         (k)    Silver Maple – Acer saccharinum 

         (l)    Tree of Heaven – Alianthus sp. 

         (m)    Willow – Salix sp. 

         (n)    Trees with Large Fruits – apple, pear, peach, cherry, plum, etc. 

         (o)    Evergreen Conifers – including but not limited to spruces, pines, firs, and junipers 

   (B)   City Arborist. 
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      (1)   Designation. The City Manager or designee shall appoint a City Arborist. 

      (2)   Duties and responsibilities. The City Arborist shall have authority over all trees and 
shrubs located within the city’s rights-of-way, parks and public places. On private, commercial 
and residential property, the City Arborist shall have the authority over trees and shrubs which 
constitute a public hazard or threat as described in the standards for specification manual. 

   (C)   Planting trees, landscaping in city right-of-way. Tree planting on public ways shall be 
coordinated with required open landscaping areas to achieve the most effective use of these 
areas and to accomplish the purposes of aesthetics and conservation. Street trees shall be 
selected based on growth characteristics that are well suited to their environment. For a list of 
permitted street trees, contact the City Arborist. 

   (D)    Public rights-of-way tree and plant care. It is the duty of the property owner and 
occupant of any real property with frontage along a public sidewalk to maintain all trees, shrubs 
and plant material between such property and the curb line of the street. The city shall have 
the right, as determined by its sole discretion after attempting to contact property owners, to 
plant, prune, maintain and remove trees, plants, and shrubs within rights-of-way, streets, and 
public property as may be necessary to ensure public safety or to preserve or enhance public 
grounds. 

   (E)   Clear vision. All trees, shrubs and other plant material located within the public rights-of-
way or in public places shall comply with the clear vision standards of West Haven City. 

   (F)   Illegal to cut, injure or top trees. 

      (1)   It shall be unlawful for any person to remove trees situated on city property, including 
streets and roadways of the city, without obtaining permission from the City Arborist for that 
purpose. 

      (2)   It shall be unlawful as a normal practice for any person, firm or city department to top 
any tree on city property. TOPPING is the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three 
inches in diameter within the tree’s crown to such a degree as to remove the normal canopy 
and disfigure the tree. Trees severely damaged by storms or other cause, or other obstructions 
where other pruning practices are impractical, may be exempted from this division (F)(2) at the 
determination of the City Arborist. 

   (G)   Pruning, corner clearance. Every owner of any tree or shrub overhanging any street, 
sidewalk or right-of-way within the city, shall prune the branches so that such branches shall 
not severely obstruct the light from any street lamp, obstruct the view of any street 
intersection, or obstruct and create a hazard on a sidewalk. Said owners shall remove all dead, 
diseased or dangerous trees and shrubs, or broken or decayed limbs which constitute a menace 
to the safety of the public. The City shall have the right after attempting to contact property 
owners to prune any tree or shrub on private property when it interferes with visibility of any 
traffic control device, sign, or sight triangle at intersections or constitutes a hazard on a 
sidewalk. Any costs incurred by the city will be collected from the adjacent property owner. 
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   (H)   Appeal. Any person may appeal a decision of the City Arborist to the City Manager, who 
may hear the matter and make a final decision within 60 days. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.996 PROHIBITED WATERING PRACTICES. 
Regardless of the age of a development, water shall be properly used. Wasting water is 
prohibited. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) Penalty, see § 157.999 

§ 157.997 ENFORCEMENT. 
   The Community Development Director or designee is authorized to enforce all provisions of 
this subchapter. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

LANDSCAPING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS 

§ 157.985 PURPOSE AND INTENT. 

   This subchapter is established to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the public 
by enhancing the aesthetic quality of residential and commercial areas while promoting water-
efficient landscaping. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.986 DEFINITIONS. 

   For the purpose of this subchapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context 
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

   ACTIVE RECREATION AREA. An area that is dedicated to active play, including where turf may 
provide a playing surface. 

   BUBBLER. An irrigation head that delivers water to the root zone by flooding the planted area, 
usually measured in gallons per minute. BUBBLERS exhibit a trickle, umbrella or short stream 
pattern. 

   CHECK VALVE. A device used in sprinkler heads or pipe to prevent water from draining out of 
the pipe through gravity flow. Used to prevent pollution or contamination of the water supply 
due to the reverse flow of water. 

   DRIP EMITTER. Drip irrigation fittings that deliver water slowly at the root zone of the plant, 
usually measured in gallons per hour. 
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   EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (ET). The quantity of water evaporated from adjacent soil and other 
surfaces and transpired by plants during a specified time, expressed in inches per day, month or 
year. 

   GRADING PLAN. The grading plan shows all finish grades, spot elevations as necessary and 
existing and new contours with the developed landscape area. 

   GROUND COVER. Material planted in such a way as to form a continuous cover over the 
ground. 

   GROUND PLANE COVERAGE. Vegetative cover of the horizontal surfaces of a landscaped area. 
Canopies of deciduous trees shall not be counted toward the coverage calculation. 

   HARDSCAPE. Durable landscape materials, such as concrete, wood, stone or brick pavers, or 
compacted organic mulch. 

   IRRIGATION EFFICIENCY. The measurement of the amount of water beneficially applied, 
divided by the total amount of water applied. IRRIGATION EFFICIENCY is derived from 
measurements and estimates of irrigation system hardware characteristics and management 
practices. 

   IRRIGATION PLAN. The irrigation plan shows the components of the irrigation system with 
water meter size, backflow prevention (when outdoor irrigation is supplied with culinary 
water), precipitation rates, flow rate and operating pressure for each irrigation circuit and 
identification of all irrigation equipment. 

   LANDSCAPED AREA. Improved areas of the property that make up the landscape. 
The LANDSCAPED AREA does not include building or structure footprints, sidewalks and other 
non- irrigated natural areas intentionally left undeveloped. 

   LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. A person who holds a certificate to practice landscape architecture 
in the State of Utah. Only a LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT can legally create commercial landscape 
plans. 

   LANDSCAPE DESIGNER. A person who may or may not hold professional certificates for 
landscape design/architecture and cannot legally create commercial landscape 
plans. LANDSCAPE DESIGNERS generally focus on residential design and horticultural needs of 
home landscapes. 

   LANDSCAPE PLAN. The landscape plan shows the design of the landscape with natural 
features such as plantings, ground and water forms, circulation, walks, hardscape and other 
features to comply with this subchapter. Types of plantings are identified, and quantities 
included. A landscape and open space percentage of the site is also included to ensure 
conformance with the minimum requirements of the zone in which the development is located. 

   LANDSCAPE ZONE. A portion of the landscaped area having plants with similar water needs, 
areas with similar microclimate (i.e., slope, exposure, wind and the like) and soil conditions, and 
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areas that will be similarly irrigated. A LANDSCAPE ZONE can be served by one irrigation valve, 
or a set of valves with the same schedule. 

   LANDSCAPING. Any combination of living plants, such as trees, shrubs, vines, ground covers, 
flowers or grass; natural features such as rock, stone or bark chips; and structural features, 
including, but not limited to, fountains, reflecting pools, outdoor art work, screen walls, fences 
or benches. 

   LOCALSCAPES®. A locally adaptable and environmentally sustainable urban landscape style 
that requires less irrigation than traditional Utah landscapes (see www.Localscapes.com). 

   MULCH. Any material such as rock, bark, wood chips or other materials left loose and applied 
to the soil. 

   OPEN SPACE. An area which is completely free and unobstructed from any building or 
structure. Landscaping, walkways, covered patios, light poles and other ornamental features 
shall not be considered obstructions for the purposes of this definition. Areas used for storm 
drainage shall not be eligible for inclusion in a required OPEN SPACE area. Utility corridors shall 
only be counted toward the OPEN SPACE requirement if improved as an accessible amenity to 
the project or the community as a whole. 

   PARK STRIP. A typically narrow landscaped area located between the back-of-curb and 
sidewalk. 

   PLANNED SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT. A planned single-family 
development with specific open space and/or amenity standards that are required by the zone 
or a development agreement, and in which common open spaces will be maintained by a 
homeowner’s association or organization. 

   PLANTER BED. Any irrigated, non-turf portion of the landscaped area. 

   PLANTING PLAN. A planting plan shall clearly and accurately identify and locate new and 
existing trees, shrubs, ground covers, turf areas, driveways, sidewalks, hardscape features and 
fences. 

   POP-UP SPRAY HEAD. A sprinkler head that sprays water through a nozzle in a fixed pattern 
with no rotation. 

   PRECIPITATION RATE. The depth of water applied to a given area, usually measured in inches 
per hour. 

   PRESSURE COMPENSATING. A drip irrigation system that compensates for fluctuating water 
pressure by only allowing a fixed volume of water through drip emitters. 

   PUBLIC FACILITY. A government, educational or non-profit organization that provides services 
to the general public. 
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   REHABILITATED LANDSCAPING. Altering, repairing or adding to a landscape to make possible 
a compatible use, increase curb appeal, decrease maintenance and the like. 

   ROTOR SPRAY HEAD. A sprinkler head that distributes water through a nozzle by the rotation 
of a gear or mechanical rotor. 

   RUNOFF. Irrigation water that is not absorbed by the soil or landscape area to which it is 
applied, and which flows onto other areas. 

   SMART AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION CONTROLLER. An automatic timing device used to remotely 
control valves in the operation of an irrigation system using the internet to connect to a real 
time weather source or soil moisture sensor. SMART AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION 
CONTROLLERS schedule irrigation events using either evapotranspiration or soil moisture data 
to control when and how long sprinklers or drip systems operate and will vary based on time of 
year and weather/soil moisture conditions. 

   SPRAY SPRINKLER. An irrigation head that sprays water through a nozzle. 

   STREAM SPRINKLER. An irrigation head that projects water through a gear rotor in single or 
multiple streams. 

   TURF. A surface layer of earth containing grass species with full root structures that are 
maintained as mowed grass. 

   WASTE OF WATER. Includes, but is not necessarily limited to: 

      (1)   The use of water for any purpose, including outdoor irrigation, that consumes or for 
which is applied substantial excess water beyond the reasonable amount required by the use, 
whether such excess water is lost due to evaporation, percolation, discharges into the sewer 
system, or is allowed to run into the gutter or street; or 

      (2)   Washing sidewalks, driveways, parking areas, tennis courts, patios or other paved areas, 
except to alleviate immediate health or safety hazards. 

   WATER-CONSERVING PLANT. A plant that can generally survive with available rainfall once 
established although supplemental irrigation may be needed or desirable during periods of dry 
and warm weather. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.987 APPLICABILITY. 

   The provisions of this subchapter shall apply to all new and rehabilitated landscaping for 
public facility projects, commercial and industrial projects, multi-family residential projects and 
landscaping for new single-family residential dwellings and fully rehabilitated single-family 
residential landscapes. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 
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§ 157.988 COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MULTI-FAMILY AND PUBLIC FACILITY DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS. 

   (A)   Open space. Commercial, manufacturing, multi-family, and public facility developments: 
landscaping for commercial, manufacturing, multi-family and public facility developments shall 
comply with the requirements of West Haven City “Site Plan and Design Review”  ordinances. 
All open space required shall be landscaped with a minimum of one tree for every 400 square 
feet of landscaped area and one shrub for every 200 square feet of landscaped area. Planter 
beds shall be planted to provide a minimum of 50% ground plane coverage when plant material 
reaches maturity. Canopies of deciduous trees shall not count towards the coverage 
calculation. Park strips are exempt from the ground plane coverage requirements. 

   (B)   Landscape design standards. 

      (1)   Plant selection. 

         (a)   Plants shall be well-suited to conditions at the project site. Both native and locally 
adapted plants are acceptable. Plants with similar water needs shall be grouped together as 
much as possible. Areas with slopes greater than 33% shall be landscaped with deep-rooting, 
water-conserving plants for erosion control and soil stabilization. 

         (b)   Park strips and other landscaped areas less than eight feet wide shall not be 
landscaped with turf and shall be maintained free of weeds. Any hardscape installed within a 
park strip shall cover no more than 50% of the park strip area, unless otherwise required by city 
code. 

         (c)   Turf area shall not exceed 15% of the total landscaped area, outside of active 
recreation areas. 

         (d)   Note: Please visit weberbasin.com for a list of recommended water-conserving plants 
(not a comprehensive list). 

      (2)   Mulch. After completion of planting, all irrigated non-turf areas shall be covered with a 
minimum three-inch layer of mulch to retain water, inhibit weed growth and moderate soil 
temperature. Non-porous material such as concrete or asphalt shall not be placed under the 
mulch. 

      (3)   Tree selection. Tree species shall be selected based on growth characteristics and site 
conditions, including available space, overhead clearance, soil conditions, exposure and desired 
color and appearance. Trees shall be selected as follows: 

         (a)   Broad canopy trees shall be selected where shade or screening of tall objects is 
desired; 

         (b)   Low-growing trees shall be selected for spaces under utility wires; 

         (c)   Trees shall be selected from which lower branches can be trimmed to maintain a 
healthy growth habit where vision clearance and natural surveillance is a concern; 
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         (d)   Narrow or columnar trees shall be selected where awnings or other building features 
limit growth, or where greater visibility is desired between buildings and the street for natural 
surveillance; 

         (e)   Street trees shall be planted within existing and proposed park strips, and in sidewalk 
tree wells on streets without park strips. Tree placement shall provide canopy cover (shade) 
and avoid conflicts with existing trees, retaining walls, utilities, lighting and other obstacles. All 
street trees shall comply with the clear vision standards of this subchapter; and 

         (f)   All trees to be installed on public property or on property to be maintained by the city 
shall be subject to approval by the City Arborist or designee. 

      (4)   Plant material size at installation. 

         (a)   Deciduous trees shall be installed at a minimum size of two inches in caliper, 
measured eight inches above the soil line. 

         (b)   Evergreen trees shall be installed at a minimum height of six feet. 

         (c)   Shrubs shall be installed at a minimum size of three gallons. 

         (d)   Ornamentals grasses and perennials shall be installed at a minimum size of one gallon. 

         (e)   Ground cover shall be installed at a minimum height of three inches. 

   (C)   Landscape and irrigation plan submittal. A copy of a landscape and irrigation plan shall be 
submitted to and approved by the city prior to the issue of any permit. The plans shall be 
prepared by a registered landscape architect and shall consist of the following items: 

      (1)   Landscape plan. A detailed landscape plan shall be drawn at a scale that clearly 
identifies the following: 

         (a)   Project name and address, and landscape architect’s information; 

         (b)   Location of all plant materials, a legend with botanical and common names and size of 
plant materials; 

         (c)   Location of landscape features, ground and water forms, walks, hardscape, mulch and 
other features; 

         (d)   Property lines and street names; 

         (e)   Existing and proposed buildings, walls, fences, utilities, paved areas and other site 
improvements; 

         (f)   Existing trees and plant materials to be removed or retained; 

         (g)   Scale: graphic and written; 
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         (h)   Date of design; 

         (i)   Designation of a landscape zone; and 

         (j)   Details and specifications for tree staking, soil preparation and other planting work. 

      (2)   Irrigation plan. A detailed irrigation plan shall be drawn at the same scale as the 
planting plan and shall contain the following information: 

         (a)   Layout of the irrigation system and a legend summarizing the type and size of all 
components of the system, including manufacturer name and model numbers; 

         (b)   Static water pressure in pounds per square inch (PSI) at the point of connection to the 
public water supply; 

         (c)   Flow rate in gallons per minute and design operating pressure in psi for each valve and 
precipitation rate in inches per hour for each valve with sprinklers; and 

         (d)   Installation details for irrigation components. 

   (D)   Plan review, construction inspection and post-construction monitoring. 

      (1)   As part of the land use approval process, a copy of the landscape and irrigation plans 
shall be submitted to the city for review and approval before construction begins. 

      (2)   All installers and designers shall meet state and local license, insurance and bonding 
requirements, and be able to show proof of such. 

      (3)   During construction, site inspection of the landscaping may be performed by the city. 

      (4)   Following construction and prior to issuing the approval for occupancy, an inspection 
shall be scheduled with the Community Development Department to verify compliance with 
the approved landscape plans. 

      (5)   The city reserves the right to perform site inspections at any time before, during or after 
the irrigation system and landscape installation, and to require corrective measures if 
requirements of this subchapter are not satisfied. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.989 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. 

   (A)   Landscape design standards. 

      (1)   Plant selection. 

         (a)   Plants shall be well-suited to the microclimate and soil conditions at the project site. 
Both native and locally adapted plants are acceptable. Plants with similar water needs should 
be grouped together as much as possible. 
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         (b)   Areas with slopes greater than 33% shall be landscaped with deep-rooting, water- 
conserving plants for erosion control and soil stabilization. 

         (c)   Park strips and other landscaped areas less than eight feet wide shall not be 
landscaped with turf and shall be maintained free of weeds. Hardscape is permitted provided it 
does not interfere with the park strip’s ability to capture storm water. 

         (d)   Turf area shall not exceed 35% of the combined front and interior side yard 
landscaped areas of the lot or parcel or 250 square feet, whichever is greater. 

         (e)   Please visit weberbasin.com for a list of recommended water-conserving plants (not a 
comprehensive list). 

      (2)   Mulch. After completion of all planting, all irrigated non-turf areas and all non-irrigated 
park strip areas shall be covered with a minimum three-inch layer of mulch to retain water, 
inhibit weed growth and moderate soil temperature. Non-porous material shall not be placed 
under the mulch. 

   (B)   Homebuilders and developers. 

      (1)   Homebuilders and developers subdividing lots and/or constructing new single-family 
residential homes within a planned development with common ownership and maintenance of 
landscaped areas shall comply with all of the water efficient landscaping and irrigation 
standards of this subchapter, and provide water efficient designs, such as the Localscapes® 
design style, to prospective home buyers. 

      (2)   Any model home shall meet the water-efficient landscaping standards of this chapter 
and provide an informational brochure on water-efficient landscaping. Brochures can be 
obtained from the city’s Planning Division. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.990 IRRIGATION DESIGN STANDARDS. 

   (A)   Irrigation systems shall be designed to maximize irrigation efficiency. 

   (B)   Landscaped areas shall utilize a smart automatic irrigation controller. Smart irrigation 
controllers shall be WaterSense® labeled and automatically adjust the frequency and/or 
duration of irrigation events in response to changing weather conditions. All controllers shall be 
equipped with automatic rain delay or rain shut-off capabilities. 

   (C)   Each valve shall irrigate a landscape with similar site, slope, and soil conditions. Plants 
watered by a valve should have similar watering needs. Turf and non-turf areas shall be 
irrigated on separate valves. Drip emitters and sprinklers shall be placed on separate valves. 

   (D)   Drip emitters or a bubbler shall be used for each tree. Bubblers shall not exceed one and 
one- half gallons per minute per device. Bubblers for trees shall be placed on a separate valve 



9.10.2026  32 
 

unless specifically exempted by the city due to the limited number of trees on the project site. 
Drip irrigation or bubblers shall be used to irrigate plants in non-turf areas. 

   (E)   Pop-up spray heads shall be at a minimum of four inches in height to avoid blockage from 
lawn foliage. 

   (F)   Sprinkler heads shall be attached to rigid lateral lines with flexible material (swing joints) 
to reduce potential for breakage. 

   (G)   Check valves shall be required when attached to the city culinary water system and 
where elevation differences cause low-head drainage. Pressure compensating valves and 
sprinklers shall be required where a significant variation in water pressure occurs within the 
irrigation system due to elevation differences. 

   (H)   Filters shall be required on all secondary water service connections. Filters shall have as a 
minimum a 30 mesh screen and shall be cleaned and maintained by the property owner on a 
regular basis. 

   (I)   Drip irrigation lines require additional filtration at or after the zone valve at a minimum of 
200 mesh and end flush valves are required as necessary for drip irrigation lines. 

   (J)   Valves with spray or stream sprinklers shall be scheduled to operate in accordance with 
local water supplier restrictions to reduce water loss from wind, evaporation or other 
environmental conditions not suitable for irrigation. 

   (K)   Program valves for multiple repeat cycles where necessary to reduce runoff, particularly 
on slopes and soils with slow infiltration rates. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.991 RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS REQUIRING TURF OR PLANT MATERIAL WITH UNIFORM 
OVERHEAD SPRAY IRRIGATION. 

   Any homeowners association governing documents, such as bylaws, operating rules, 
covenants, conditions and restrictions that govern the operation of a common interest 
development, shall not: 

   (A)   Require the use of any uniform plant material requiring overhead spray irrigation in 
landscape areas less than eight feet wide or require any uniform plant material requiring 
overhead spray irrigation in other areas that exceed 35% of the landscaped area; 

   (B)   Prohibit, or include conditions that have the effect of prohibiting, the use of water-
conserving plants as a group; or 

   (C)   Have the effect of prohibiting or restricting compliance with this subchapter or other 
water conservation measures. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 
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§ 157.992 COMPLETION OF IMPROVEMENTS. 

   (A)   Completion. All landscaping improvements required by this subchapter shall be installed 
in accordance with the approved landscape and irrigation plans as follows. 

      (1)   Non-residential landscaping. Landscaping for commercial, industrial and public facility 
projects shall be completed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the building 
or structure with which it is associated, or in cases of inclement weather, within six months of 
the date of initial occupancy. The date of initial occupancy shall be the date that a certificate of 
occupancy is issued for the first building or structure of an individual phase or plat of the 
development. 

      (2)   Multi-family residential. Landscaping for two-family and multiple-family dwellings in all 
zones shall be completed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the building or 
structure with which they are associated, or in cases of inclement weather, within six months of 
the date of initial occupancy. Date of initial occupancy will be the date that a certificate of 
occupancy is issued for the first dwelling unit. 

      (3)   Single-family residential. The front and side yards of all single-family dwellings in all 
zones shall be landscaped within 12 months of the date of initial occupancy for the building or 
structure with which they are associated. The rear yard shall be landscaped within 18 months of 
the date of initial occupancy. Date of initial occupancy will be the date that a certificate of 
occupancy is issued for the dwelling unit. 

   (B)   Bond/escrow required for nonresidential, two-family, and multiple-family 
developments. In cases of inclement weather and in order to ensure that all required 
landscaping is installed in an acceptable manner, the developer shall post a separate cash bond 
with the city or establish an escrow account with an appropriate financial institution. The cash 
bond or escrow account shall be subject to approval by the Community Development 
Department, and shall be in an amount equal to 110% of the estimated costs of construction 
and installation of all required landscaping, parks, playgrounds, recreation facilities, fences, 
walls and other amenities shown on the final landscape plan or site plan, as applicable. 

      (1)   The bond or escrow account shall be posted or established in accordance with all other 
city regulations. 

      (2)   The bond or escrow account shall be posted or established prior to the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy for the site. 

      (3)   The bond shall be accompanied by a schedule of anticipated completion dates for such 
improvements. In no case shall the time period for completion exceed the time periods set 
forth in division (A) above. 

      (4)   In the event that the improvements are not completed in reasonable conformance with 
said schedule, the city may undertake to complete the improvements and pay for such 
improvements from the bond or escrow account. 
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      (5)   This section shall not pertain to the completion or installation of private landscaping on 
individual building lots for single-family dwellings. 

(Ord. 2015-19, passed 12-8-2015; Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.993 TREE AND SHRUB REGULATIONS FOR PUBLIC WAYS AND PLACES. 

   (A)   Purpose. The city values its open spaces, both natural and enhanced, and recognizes the 
importance of trees within the community. Not only do trees add to the beauty of the 
community, but they stabilize surface drainage and soil erosion. A well-designed landscape can 
reduce air and sound pollution, regulate solar radiation and help with wind control. 

   (B)   City Arborist. 

      (1)   Created. The City Manager or designee shall appoint a City Arborist. 

      (2)   Duties and responsibilities. The City Arborist shall have authority over all trees and 
shrubs located within the city’s rights-of-way, parks and public places. On private, commercial 
and residential property, the City Arborist shall have the authority over trees and shrubs which 
constitute a public hazard or threat as described in the standards for specification manual. 

   (C)   Planting trees, landscaping in city right-of-way. Tree planting on public ways shall be 
coordinated with required open landscaping areas to achieve the most effective use of these 
areas and to accomplish the purposes of aesthetics and conservation. Street trees shall be 
selected based on growth characteristics that are well suited to their environment. For a list of 
permitted street trees, contact the City Arborist. 

   (D)   Public rights-of-way tree and plant care. It is the duty of the owner and occupant of any 
real property with frontage along a public sidewalk to maintain any trees, shrubs and plant 
material between such property and the curb line of the street. The city shall have the right, as 
determined by its sole discretion after attempting to contact property owners, to plant, prune, 
maintain and remove trees, plants, and shrubs within rights-of-way, streets, and public 
property as may be necessary to ensure public safety or to preserve or enhance public grounds. 

   (E)   Clear vision. All trees, shrubs and other plant material located within the public rights-of-
way or in public places shall comply with the clear vision standards of this subchapter. 

   (F)   Illegal to cut, injure or top trees. 

      (1)   It shall be unlawful for any person to remove trees situated on city property, including 
streets and roadways of the city, without obtaining permission from the City Arborist for that 
purpose. 

      (2)   It shall be unlawful as a normal practice for any person, firm or city department to top 
any tree on city property. TOPPING is the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three 
inches in diameter within the tree’s crown to such a degree as to remove the normal canopy 
and disfigure the tree. Trees severely damaged by storms or other cause, or other obstructions 
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where other pruning practices are impractical, may be exempted from this division (F)(2) at the 
determination of the City Arborist. 

   (G)   Pruning, corner clearance. Every owner of any tree or shrub overhanging any street, 
sidewalk or right-of-way within the city, shall prune the branches so that such branches shall 
not severely obstruct the light from any street lamp, obstruct the view of any street 
intersection, or obstruct and create a hazard on a sidewalk. Said owners shall remove all dead, 
diseased or dangerous trees and shrubs, or broken or decayed limbs which constitute a menace 
to the safety of the public. The city shall have the right after attempting to contact property 
owners to prune any tree or shrub on private property when it interferes with visibility of any 
traffic control device, sign or sight triangle at intersections or constitutes a hazard on a 
sidewalk. Any costs incurred by the city will be collected from the adjacent property owner. 

   (H)   Appeal. Any person may appeal a decision of the City Arborist to the City Manager, who 
may hear the matter and make a final decision within 60 days. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.994 SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS. 

   (A)   Fee in lieu of open space. A fee in lieu of landscaped open space in commercial, industrial, 
multi-family and public facility developments may be permitted by the Planning Commission for 
required open space that is less than 5,000 square feet in size; provided that, the development 
can be adequately served by existing parks and recreation facilities. The amount of the fee shall 
be set forth in the city’s fee schedule. Any fee in lieu paid to the city shall be set forth in a 
development agreement. Open space fees in lieu shall be held by the city in a reserved account 
to be used solely for improvements to parks and recreation facilities. Where possible, the fees 
collected by the city shall be used to improve the park or open space nearest the location 
where those fees were paid. 

   (B)   Modification. The percentage of required landscaped open space may be modified 
through a development agreement, subject to Planning Commission recommendation and City 
Council approval. No modification shall be granted, however, unless the following standards are 
met: 

      (1)   The granting of the modification will not adversely affect the rights of adjacent 
landowners or residents; 

      (2)   The modification desired will not adversely affect the public health, safety or general 
welfare; and 

      (3)   The granting of the modification will not be opposed to the general spirit and intent of 
this subchapter or the general plan. 

   (C)   Preservation, maintenance and ownership. 
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      (1)   The Planning Commission and City Council shall require the preservation, maintenance 
and ownership of all required open space for non-residential, multi-family or planned single-
family residential developments through one or a combination of the following: Dedication of 
the land as a public park or parkway system; 

      (2)   Dedication of the land as permanent open space on the recorded plat; 

      (3)   Granting the city a permanent open space easement on the private open spaces to 
guarantee that the open space remain perpetually in recreation use, with ownership and 
maintenance being the responsibility of a homeowners’ association; 

      (4)   Through compliance with the provisions of the condominium ownership act as outlined 
in UCA Title 57, which provides for the payment of common expenses for the upkeep of 
common areas and facilities; 

      (5)   Landscaping for all single-family residential properties shall be maintained in 
accordance with the provisions of this subchapter and applicable regulations of the zone in 
which the property is located; and 

      (6)   In the event that open space or other required landscaping improvements or facilities 
are not landscaped or maintained in a manner consistent with the approved site plan or 
landscaping plan, the city may at its option cause such landscaping or maintenance to be 
performed and assess the costs to the affected property owner(s) or other responsible 
association or entity. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

§ 157.995 PROHIBITED WATERING PRACTICES. 

   Regardless of the age of a development, water shall be properly used. Waste of water is 
prohibited. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) Penalty, see § 157.999 

§ 157.996 ENFORCEMENT. 

   The Community Development Director or designee is authorized to enforce all provisions of 
this subchapter. 

(Ord. 13-2022, passed 7-6-2022) 

 


