

  MINUTES OF WEED BOARD MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 BEGINNING AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE WEED OFFICE 757 EAST 1800 NORTH DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Weed Department Supervisor Braxton Spencer; Duchesne County Weed Dept. Employee Matt Skewes; Board Members Rodger Ames, Melissa Hughes, Kim Harding, Commissioner Tracy Killian; Connie Sweat taking minutes of the meeting; and County resident Dave Evans. 
Absent

 
Ryan Harrison and Jim Young.

Welcome
Welcome by Rodger Ames. 
Consideration of Minutes From March 30, 2026

Motion to approve the minutes as presented by Melissa Hughes, second by Kim Harding.  All in favor.

Review of Summer Projects

Supervisor Spencer estimates that there will have been over 90 private properties that have been sprayed by October.  This summer he had four (4) temporary employees and was able to cover three times the amount of roadway.  Four dedicated hunter projects were completed this summer, to include 

1.  Duchesne Boardwalk – fragmites, whitetop, and thistle;
2. Starvation Dam – continually treating the Russian Olives;
3. Strawberry River and Timber Canyton – thistle;
4. State Trust Land – musk and scotch thistle; along the border with Wasatch County.

The Department sold roughly $70K in product.  Brief discussion about possible funding for chemicals and the use of a drone.  


Dave Evans commented that the Russian Olives keep coming back.  Discussion was had about the Russian Olives and the need to be spray over and over.
Review of Biological Controls

Have had excellent progress with Root Weevil and Flower Weevil treating the Spotted Knapweed.  Will be a new release soon.

Russian Knapweed is treated with Cynipid Gall Wasps, the population is growing rapidly with no new releases in 2026.


Discussion of possible funding for biological controls. 

Release sites are shown on maps at https://www.eddmaps.org/distribution/index.cfm.  

The Weed Dept. has been pinning work areas / release sites.  Anything that has been documented can been seen by the public.
Discussion and Consideration of Russian Olive Winter Projects 2026 - 2027

Plan to finish up the Tabiona project this fall / winter, treating the sumps.  Supervisor Spencer stated he would like to do a study on ten (10) acres owned by Duchesne City that is thick with Russian Olive trees.  It would be a multi-year process, but on a large scale would bring insight to the entire state regarding the amount of water loss to noxious weeds.  Dave Evans suggested a couple funding options that may be available.

Discussion was held regarding road right-of-ways, working with the Tribe / BIA on Hwy 87, Ioka Lane, and the Mount Emmons area.

Review and Discussion of Budget Items


Supervisor Spencer stated he would like to get another full-time employee.  He is also requesting a mulcher to be used on the Russian Olive trees.  And he would like to replace some of the equipment.  After reviewing the budget, funds are  available in the Capital Outlet  line item for equipment purchases.  Commissioner Killian suggested getting the necessary bids together and putting ‘old’ equipment on surplus.  This will help to offset the costs.
Discussion and Consideration of Problem Properties


Review of the code, discussion of the steps necessary to enforce noxious weed control on problem properties.  Discussion about 190 acres, mostly covered by musk thistle in the Upper Country, and white top in Pleasant Valley / Myton.  Supervisor Spencer to go look at several properties.

Comments & Concerns
Adjourn

Kim Harding motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:39 P.M.
Read and approved this _____ day of __________ 2027.
	 
	
	 
	

	Braxton Spencer
	
	 Rodger Ames
	

	Weed Supervisor
	
	Chairman
	


Minutes of meeting prepared by Connie Sweat____________________________________  
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