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BRIGHTON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 11th, 2026, at 6:30 pm 

*Approved at the September 8th, 2026 Brighton Town Council Meeting 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Council: Scotty John (Mayor and meeting chair) 
Council Members: Keith Zuspan, Lise Brunhart, Jeff Bossard, Carolyn Keigley 
Staff: Polly McLean, Nate Rockwood, Jane Martain, Kara John, Laura Bossard, Kyle Morgan, 
Heinrich Deters 
Partners: UPD- Anna Walker and Tyler Ackerman, UFA- Craig Ellingson, Brighton Resort- Mike 
Doyle, Solitude Resort- Ian Reddell, BCCA- Barbara Cameron, MSD- Brian Hartsell, Richard 
Stephens, Julia Gia 
Public: Rose Rogers, Bruce Engelhard, Logan Cookler, Sarah Langridge, Angus, Kleth, Don 
Despain, Katherine Anderson, Jonathan Owens, Julia Gia, Jenna Malone, SH, Yeeeeeee, Mark 
Brinton, Drew Hardesty 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER AT 6:30PM 
Due to there being a shortage of battalion chiefs due to a busy fire season, the UFA report was 
given first to allow Chief Ellingson to return to his duties.  
 
 
UFA Report — Chief Craig Ellingson 
Chief Craig Ellingson reported that Unified Fire Authority (UFA) has been extremely busy due to 
significant wildfire activity throughout Salt Lake County and the western United States. UFA 
currently has resources deployed to fires in the West, including personnel in Washington.  
Two nights ago, UFA led a strike team providing overnight structure protection on the Rocky 
Canyon Fire. It burned more than 15,000 acres, with approximately half of Henefer evacuated. 
Fire crews were making progress, and UFA has not yet been requested to return for additional 
assistance. Improved conditions and additional fire lines may allow evacuated residents to 
return home soon. 
Chief Ellingson also addressed an emergency alert that had been inadvertently distributed to 
residents outside the intended evacuation area. The alert was sent through the Integrated 
Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS), which can sometimes distribute alerts beyond their 
intended geographic area. He confirmed that the alert did not pertain to Big Cottonwood 
Canyon or the Town of Brighton and that the situation in the canyon remained normal. He 
encouraged council to reach out as they did with questions in those circumstances because he 
was able to quickly verify the information regarding the emergency alert.  
Chief Ellingson stated that he had provided the Town's quarterly UFA report to Kara. Although 
the report had been submitted later than usual due to the unusually heavy workload, he said 
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the report appeared normal, with activity in Big Cottonwood Canyon and the Town of Brighton 
remaining generally status quo. 
In response to the discussion about the emergency alert, Council Member Carolyn Keigley 
shared that the experience prompted her to photograph and video the contents of her home 
for insurance and emergency preparedness purposes. Chief Ellingson agreed that the incident 
provided a useful reminder for residents to prepare a “go bag” and consider what would be 
needed in the event of an emergency evacuation. He noted that, should a wildfire occur in the 
canyon, residents could need to evacuate quickly. 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION. RECORDING 0:4:09. 
Keith Zuspan moved to enter a closed session to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of 
real property (pursuant to Utah Code Ann. §52-4-205(1)(d)). Lise Brunhart seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
 
Lise Brunhart moved to close the closed session, and Jeff Bossard seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. RECORDING 0:6:40 
a. Wasatch Front residents now have a free way to reach Bonanza Flat Conservation Area 

without driving all the way to the trailhead. Utah Open Lands’ Bonanza Shuttle runs 
Saturdays and Sundays through September 27 from the Big Cottonwood Park & Ride at 
3865 Cottonwood Canyon Road to Bloods Lake Trailhead and Bonanza Flat Trailhead. 
Shuttles leave hourly on the half-hour beginning at 7:30 a.m., with the final ride down at 
3:30 p.m. Each shuttle carries up to 11 passengers and seven bikes, first come, first served. 
The pilot is designed to reduce individual car trips, ease parking pressure, lower emissions, 
and support better stewardship of this beloved protected landscape. Park City Transit’s 
Purple Line service to Bonanza Flat Conservation Area began with an earlier UOL shuttle 
pilot—proof that providing a practical alternative can change how people reach the places 
they love. The shuttle is made possible with support from Salt Lake City, the Town of 
Brighton, and the Central Wasatch Commission, with service provided by Utah Mountain 
Shuttle. View the full schedule and rider information. The service does not stop in the town 
for the pilot program.  

 
 
PUBLIC INPUT. RECORDING 0:8:39. 

https://www.utahopenlands.org/bonf-llp-transit-to-trails-bonf-shuttle
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1) Rose Rogers commented on the considerable amount of money the council is 
considering spending on a property that is unusual as it is a rockslide area. 
She also wondered if residents are allowed to have fires yet. As a property owner, she 
has put forth the expense to harden her burn area and supply water to ensure safety. 
Additionally, residents have common sense when burning in dry conditions.  

Scotty John noted the restrictions will remain in place due to the current fire danger conditions.  
 

2) Bruce Engelhard read his letter: 
To the Town Council and Mayor of the Town of Brighton, 
 
We are writing this in response to the Town Council and Mayor’s recent/initial/ preliminary 
land acquisition decision regarding the Mule Hollow property. First off, we are in total 
support of this program for the Town to make efforts to acquire appropriate parcels of land 
for conservation, protection, and needed Town projects.  
 
Unfortunately, the recent decision regarding the Mule Hollow property, also known as 
“Angela’s”, is ill advised and completely unnecessary. We do not need or want yet another 
inappropriate $100,000 giveaway/gift. This property is totally landlocked with no legal 
access, and the owner currently has no water rights. It is surrounded by other pieces of 
private property. It is on totally unusable steep terrain that offers no benefits for our 
community. It is hard to believe it is even valued at $80,000 in our small area of Silver Fork, 
and offering any money at all, let alone more than the assessed value, is totally 
unacceptable and fiscally irresponsible. The parcel does not meet the criteria of the Notice 
of Intent. Even though the initial decision was made before the NOI was issued, the NOI 
goals should serve as guiding principles for the Council’s actions. The Council is setting a 
terrible precedent with this decision.  
 
We have no issues with the landowner attempting to legally pursuing due process in their 
attempt to make this property usable. The rest of us have had to follow all the rules and 
regulations, being respectful in the process, to pursue our dreams and develop our 
properties. The Town of Brighton needs to allow this property owner to continue to pursue 
this process and not offer any money for this landlocked and presently unusable parcel. 
Again, we totally support land acquisition that benefits our community, the Canyon, and 
preservation of our beautiful resources. Please reconsider your initial decision and make 
more sound and fiscally responsible choices, adhering to your fiduciary duties, in allocating 
the Town’s limited resources in ways that are truly in the community’s best interest.  

 
 
MINUTES. RECORDING 0:16:08. 
Lise Brunhart moved to approve the minutes for the Town Council Meeting on July 14th, 2026, 
and Carolyn Keigley seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.  
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UNIFIED POLICE DEPARTMENT (UPD) REPORT. RECORDING 0:16:36 
Dispatch 801-840-4000 
Property checks call, 385-468-9920 

a. Report 
Detective Anna Walker reported on Unified Police Department (UPD) activity in the Town of 
Brighton during July 2026. There were 236 calls for service, including five search and rescue 
operations, three disorderly conduct incidents, and 31 documented watershed violations. 
Officers conducted 64 traffic stops and issued citations for violations including speeding, 
reckless driving, and improper passing. Officers also responded to 14 parking complaints and 
issued 58 parking citations, with most occurring in the Donut Falls and Guardsman Pass areas. 
UPD responded to seven traffic accidents, two of which involved hit-and-run investigations. 
 
Detective Walker reported three burglaries and one additional theft from a residential yard 
during July. She noted that this time of year historically has the highest incidence of burglaries 
and reminded residents to lock their doors and secure their property. Residents may request a 
property check when they are going to be out of town. Residents may email her through the 
contact information listed on the Town’s website, and UPD officers will check the property and 
surrounding area during their shifts. 
 

b. Introduction Lieutenant Lavin and Chief Lovato 
Chief Ackerman introduced the new Lieutenant, Aaron Lavin. He brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience and will be a fantastic addition to the Holladay and Brighton precinct. 
Lieutenant Lavin added that he’s been in law enforcement for 20 years. He’s had varied 
assignments throughout the valley, but he’d never been to Holladay or Brighton. He 
appreciated the council’s time and looks forward to working in Brighton.  
 
At a future meeting, Chief Lovato will attend to present his initiatives for the town as the new 
Chief of Investigations and how the department intends to strengthen and support its 
partnerships through the shared-services model.  
 
Chief Ackerman informed the council and residents of the opportunity to attend a Citizen’s 
Academy training in mid-September. It’s completed over a series of 8 sessions on Wednesdays 
from 6PM to 9PM. The academy will provide information about the services offered by UPD 
and will include practical scenarios designed to give participants an understanding of the 
experiences and responsibilities of police officers. Participants will also tour UPD's logistics 
building where evidence is stored and potentially visit the police range. Participants will also 
experience an active-shooter training exercise for hands-on involvement in an emergency-
response scenario. 
 
 
SKI RESORTS 
Solitude 
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Ian Reddell representing Solitude Mountain Resort, provided updates on behalf of Amber 
Broadaway, who was unable to attend the meeting. 
He thanked the community and stakeholders who participated in Solitude's annual Summer 
Fest. He noted that the event returned to the village this year, restoring some of its original 
charm and character, and said Solitude looks forward to expanding the event next year. 
He shared several current promotions for canyon residents including a 50% discount on 
breakfast at St. Bernard's for the remainder of the summer. Solitude is also offering 30% off the 
food portion of wine-pairing dinners. Ikon Passes holders of the 2026–27 season receive 
monthly resort credits—$25 for full Ikon Pass holders and $10 for Base Pass holders—that may 
be used at resort retail locations and selected food outlets. The credits expire at the end of 
each month. 
 
Regarding summer mountain operations, Riddell reported that Solitude will adjust its schedule 
as children return to school. Beginning Monday, August 18, operations will move from daily 
service to Thursday through Sunday. Twilight operations will continue through Labor Day 
weekend. After Labor Day, the resort will operate Friday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m., with no twilight operations. Movies, music, and yoga programming will continue through 
the end of August. Visit Solitude's events website for current schedules and updates. 
Solitude's next major community event will be the State of Solitude presentation on Friday, 
September 25; the time had not yet been determined. A Mountain Bike Jump Whip-Off and 
Winter Welcome Fest are tentatively scheduled for Saturday, September 26. 
 
Regarding mountain improvements, Riddell reported that Solitude is replacing portions of its 
aging snowmaking system on Easy Street and Main Street. The improvements are anticipated to 
be operational for the upcoming snowmaking season and are intended to provide additional 
early-season snowmaking capacity on Main Street and help the resort open more lifts 
simultaneously at the beginning of the season. 
 
Ian thanked local stakeholders for their strong collaboration during the summer concerning 
wildfire preparedness and elevated fire restrictions, noting the exceptionally dry conditions. 
Finally, he reported that many of Solitude's winter seasonal positions have been posted and 
encouraged community members to refer qualified candidates. 
 
 
Brighton Resort 
Mike Doyle reported that they recently hosted the U.S. Women's National Disc Golf 
Championship, which attracted approximately 109 professional women from nine countries. 
The event had great success, and Brighton may pursue additional large-scale events in the 
future. 
 
The regular concert and barbecue series at the Alpine Rose will conclude this week, followed by 
the Not Oktoberfest series, which will run through October 12. The resort is also awaiting 
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delivery of new custom-built bounce houses, including a large black Labrador-themed bounce 
house. In the meantime, rental equipment will be used as needed. 
 
Brighton reported continued progress on its mountain biking program. The resort opened its 
first expert-level (black) mountain bike trail two weeks prior and the trail has been well 
received. Construction is underway on a second expert-level trail, which is anticipated to be 
completed within approximately three weeks, with the goal of opening it before the end of the 
mountain bike season. The resort now offers trails ranging from beginner through expert levels. 
 
Upcoming events include the Majestic Scramble on August 22, a children's 2K obstacle-course 
race from the top of Majestic to the Alpine Rose. The event was held for the first time the 
previous year and was well attended. The Murder on the Mountain dinner theater series will 
begin October 2 at Wasatch Mountain Lodge and continue through the end of October, with 
performances scheduled each Friday and Saturday. 
 
Regarding construction, Brighton Resort is continuing work on additional mountain bike trails. 
Construction has also begun on an addition to the vehicle maintenance facility, with footings 
expected to be poured during the week of the meeting. The resort hopes to have the addition 
enclosed before the winter snow season. 
 
 
BUSINESS  
Keith Zuspan anticipated that much of the public present are likely interested in business item 
d., so Mayor Scotty John decided to address it first. 

d. Consider Approval for a Real Estate Purchase Contract for Land at 11249 E. 
Mountain Sun Lane for $99,000. Presented by Heinrich Deters. For discussion and 
possible action. RECORDING 0:32:39. 

Heinrich Deters presented the proposed purchase of the Mule Hollow parcel at 11249 E. 
Mountain Sun Lane for $99,000, noting that the matter had been continued from the July 
Council meeting to allow additional due diligence. 

Deters reported that the seller had signed the agreement extending the due-diligence period 
through August 13 to allow additional time to review and address title issues. However, efforts 
to resolve those issues had been difficult. Although some documents were reportedly in 
escrow, recent communications raised concerns regarding the seller's performance under the 
agreement. 

Deters explained that unresolved title issues could prevent the Town from obtaining clear title 
and title insurance. Based on the current circumstances, he advised the Council that he had 
serious concerns about proceeding with the purchase. 
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Deters outlined the Council's options under the existing due-diligence period. The Council could 
continue the matter and seek to amend the real estate purchase contract to allow additional 
time for due diligence, or it could terminate the contract. If the Council elected to terminate the 
agreement, the mayor would sign the document on behalf of the Town. A state-approved 
termination form was available and had been reviewed with the town attorney, Polly McLean. 
From a legal perspective, Polly did not recommend moving forward with the current title issues.  

Deters acknowledged that the community had provided input regarding the property at the July 
and August meetings.  

Jeff Bossard moved to withdraw, and Lise Brunhart seconded the motion.  
 
Further discussion, Carolyn Keigley wanted the public to understand the council hadn’t fully 
decided at the July meeting because more time was needed to consider the purchase. She had 
mixed feelings about it then and supports withdrawing. She thanked the public for giving 
valuable input. The council wants to be transparent when considering properties to consider 
public input alongside the research we’re doing.  
 
Scotty John agrees in this case, and noted for the public that potentially, there will be times in 
the future where the council makes decisions that are unpopular among the community 
regarding land acquisition now that the NOI program is in place.  
 
Lise Brunhart provided the merits of the purchase and why it would have been good. The 
property is certainly not usable for building, hiking, parking, or coffee houses. It’s a natural 
open space on the perimeter of our town. The rock field is valuable to the watershed. If we 
acquire enough of these types of properties, we can form an aggregate that is a valuable 
offering to Salt Lake Public Utilities in exchange for land that might be usable. These are the 
reasons she thought it would be a good purchase, but because of the title encumbrances, she 
agreed to move on.  
 
Vote. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Carolyn Keigley added that the earnest money the town spent would be returned since we are 
still within the due diligence period.  
 
 

a. Consideration of an Ordinance Adopting the 2026-2027 Fiscal Year Fee Schedule for 
the Town of Brighton. Presented by Curtis Woodward/Brian Hartsell. For discussion 
and possible action. PACKET 22-45. RECORDING 0:39:12. 

Brian Hartsell presented updates to the fee schedule. It’s a routine exercise the MSD does for 
member communities annually. There’s a core fee schedule that’s common among all member 
entities within the district, and there are unique elements that are customized for each 
individual city and town. Staff and legal counsel reviewed the proposed changes, which were 
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summarized in the staff report in the packet. Brian noted we’ve moved into fiscal year 2027, 
but the fee schedule notes calendar year 2026.  
 
Brian explained that several changes are routine annual updates. The valuation table used to 
calculate building permit fees is updated annually to match the International Code Council (ICC) 
and was revised accordingly. Other proposed amendments include minor changes to 
reinspection fees, and removal or modification to other fees. The Town periodically refines the 
fee schedule based on experience in administering its programs and identifying areas where 
additional clarity is needed. 
One clarification addressed the application of the administrative determination fee regarding 
non-conforming uses. Staff explained that while the fee had previously been understood to 
apply in these circumstances, the language was not sufficiently clear. The revision expressly 
identifies that non-conforming use determinations are subject to the administrative 
determination fee. 
Another addition is for an expedited filing fee of $500 for late Special Event applications.  
 
Lise Brunhart moved to approve Ordinance 2026-O-8-1 and Jeff Bossard seconded the motion.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
 
 

b. Authorize the Mayor to Purchase a Vehicle Under State Contract in the amount of 
$49,268. Presented by Keith Zuspan. For discussion and possible action. RECORDING 
0:47:10. 

Keith Zuspan presented a request to purchase a Ford F-150 Super Crew for the Town's 
operations. The existing Ford Ranger, purchased previously for municipal operations, has 
proven to be too limited in size and capability for the range of work required during the winter. 
This will improve the ability for Kyle to better complete field activities. 
Keith evaluated several vehicle options, including an F-150 with a smaller engine, but 
determined that the F-150 Super Crew with a V8 engine and towing package would provide the 
necessary capacity and capability for the Town's operational needs, including assisting with 
vehicles that may become stuck or disabled on roads. 
The vehicle would be purchased through the State of Utah cooperative purchasing contract, 
which establishes a contracted price regardless of the dealership. Staff explained that because 
the vehicle is being purchased under the state contract, a separate competitive bidding process 
is not required. 
The contracted purchase price is $49,268. Staff noted that the final cost will be somewhat 
higher because the Town will add a bed cap and safety equipment, like the equipment installed 
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on the existing Ford Ranger. The same individuals who outfitted the Ranger will complete the 
additional work on the new truck. 
 
Keith Zuspan moved to authorize the mayor to purchase a vehicle under state contract in the 
amount of $49,268. Lise Brunhart seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
 
 

c. Authorize the mayor to pay B. Jackson for fiber conduit installation in the amount of 
$114,245.10 For discussion and possible action. RECORDING 0:51:37. 

Scotty John explained that this second invoice amount covers the remaining 20% of the total 
cost for the fiber conduit that was previously installed by B. Jackson. It does not account for the 
work to still be done.  
 
Lise Brunhart moved to pay B. Jackson what we owe them, and Carolyn Keigley seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye  
 
 

e. Authorize the purchase of two sheds (package pick up/ storage) for the Old Fire 
Station property. Presented by Jeff Bossard. For discussion and possible action. 
RECORDING 0:54.53. 

The council agreed to move forward with ordering and purchasing two package sheds. The 
dimensions for both will be 10’ by 20’.  One will be for USPS mail delivery, and one will be used 
in two parts: half for package delivery and half for storage. Jeff Bossard is working with the 
supplier to change the design so that the man door and garage door are on the short end that 
doesn’t shed snow. He will ensure the roof is metal rather than shingles as in the invoice 
description. He will also verify with the mail carrier that additional mailboxes can be placed 
inside. Heinrich and Jim Nakamura will review the necessary building and land use permits for 
the sheds to be placed on the old fire station property. The council will further discuss the need 
for security cameras in the area. It was noted this is a temporary solution while planning 
continues for a permanent multi-purpose building. It was noted that the package shed is for 
residential deliveries only.  
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f.  Consider Ordinance to delegate to the mayor authority to enter into heightened 
fire restrictions. For discussion and possible action. PACKET 46-54. RECORDING  

Polly McLean presented an ordinance intended to provide a more timely and efficient process 
for implementing heightened fire restrictions within the Town of Brighton. The proposed 
ordinance would delegate authority to the mayor to increase fire restrictions when specific 
conditions warrant immediate action, recognizing that wildfire conditions can change rapidly. 
Under the ordinance, the mayor would be authorized to issue an order elevating the Town to 
Stage 2 fire restrictions when either of the following conditions occurs: 

• The surrounding area is elevated to Stage 2 restrictions; or 
• Following consultation with the Town's Fire Marshal confirming that conditions warrant 

heightened restrictions within Brighton. 
 

The ordinance also provides a mechanism for rescinding heightened restrictions when 
conditions improve. For example, if significant precipitation substantially reduced the fire 
danger, the mayor could rescind Stage 2 restrictions after the applicable conditions had been 
met, including consultation with the Fire Marshal and/or a reduction or removal of 
corresponding State fire restrictions. 
 
The ordinance brings the Town's code into closer alignment with the State's Stage 1 fire 
restrictions, including provisions that were not previously addressed in the Town's code, such 
as requirements concerning spark arrestors. The intent is for the Town's baseline restrictions to 
correspond more closely with the State's Stage 1 requirements. 
 
The ordinance eliminates the need for the Council to take annual action before May 1 to 
prohibit fireworks throughout the summer based on environmental conditions, including 
restrictions covering the Fourth of July and July 24. The mayor would instead have authority to 
implement those restrictions after the required consultation with the Fire Marshal and 
consideration of the applicable fire-restriction map and conditions. 
 
Staff emphasized that the mayor’s authority would be subject to specific triggers and would not 
permit restrictions to be imposed solely at the mayor's discretion. The town council retains the 
authority to override the mayor and make its own determination, with council action taking 
precedence. 
 
Orders issued by the mayor would require Class A public notification, including posting through 
the town's public notice system, and Council Members would be notified directly of the order. 
 
Council discussion supported the proposed ordinance.  
Lise Brunhart moved to approve Ordinance 2026-O-8-2 for fire restrictions and delegation of 
authority to mayor on those fire restrictions. Jeff Bossard seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously.  
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
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Scotty John: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
 
PUBLIC INPUT. RECORDING 1:15:31. 

1) Sarah Langridge supports the idea of a package shed but encouraged colors and a 
design that is cohesive with Brighton’s property values. Rather than materials that 
resemble a garden shed, it could be done in corrugated metal and logs to be fashioned 
more like a barn.  

 
REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Scotty John provided several updates on current Town initiatives and regional matters. 

Fiber Internet Project. The Town had received responses to the Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
the fiber internet project and they’re in the process of evaluating and scoring the submissions. 
An update is expected at the next Council meeting. The town has approximately 10 days 
remaining to complete the current response process and emphasized the importance of taking 
sufficient time to carefully evaluate the proposals given the significance of the project for the 
community. 
Transportation. Scotty reported attending a transportation meeting sponsored by State 
Senator Kirk Cullimore, which included representatives of the Central Wasatch Commission 
(CWC) and other stakeholders. Senator Cullimore is interested in helping advance 
transportation solutions at the state legislative level and is seeking greater consensus among 
the affected communities and stakeholders. Scotty recognized Mayor Dan Knopp for 
requesting that the ski resorts be included in future transportation discussions. One resort 
representative attended the meeting, and Scotty anticipates Brighton Resort and Solitude 
Mountain Resort will be invited to participate in future meetings. 
UFA/UFSA. No significant new updates regarding his board roles with the Unified Fire Authority 
(UFA) and Unified Fire Service Area (UFSA). The mayor acknowledged the ongoing demands 
associated with the active wildfire season and commended UFA for its work. Eagle Mountain 
has begun the process of withdrawing from the UFSA but intends to contract for services from 
UFA. The potential effects in Brighton from this change remain uncertain, and additional 
information will be provided as the process develops. 
Central Wasatch Commission. The CWC is increasing its efforts concerning the proposed 
Central Wasatch National Conservation and Recreation Area (CWNCRA). A half-day retreat is 
scheduled for the following Monday, with the goal of developing consensus regarding what a 
national conservation and recreation area could look like. Scotty met with Ben McAdams, a 
candidate for Utah's First Congressional District, to discuss potential legislation related to the 
proposed conservation and recreation area. He said McAdams expressed interest in building 
consensus regarding the proposal and potentially supporting or sponsoring future legislation. 
Canyon Noise-Camera Technology. Noise from vehicles and mufflers in the canyon continues 
to be a concern for residents Mayor Bennion of Cottonwood Heights has expressed similar 
concerns. Technology is now available to monitor vehicle noise through noise cameras. State 
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Representative John Arthur has convened a group to explore how this technology could 
potentially be used in Utah. Scotty participated in an initial discussion regarding possible 
approaches. He emphasized that the concept is still exploratory and that the Town would 
prefer a measured approach rather than automatically issuing citations based on camera 
readings. He compared the concept to speed-display signs that inform drivers of their speed 
without automatically issuing a ticket. The issue is being explored at the state legislative level. 
Micro transit. The mayor met with representatives of Utah Mountain Shuttle to discuss the 
possibility of implementing a micro transit service in the canyon. The company has a connection 
to the Brighton community and expressed strong interest in exploring a partnership with the 
Town. The discussion was preliminary, with both parties considering how a micro transit system 
could work in practice. The mayor indicated that Heinrich Deters may become involved in 
further discussions due to his familiarity with the company. 
UDOT Lane Expansion. Scotty attended a meeting of the Brighton Community Association to 
provide an update and answer questions regarding the proposed UDOT lane expansion. He 
described the project as a work in progress and acknowledged that it will affect the Town. 
UDOT is expected to provide more substantive updates within the next several months, 
although the project is currently in a holding pattern. 
Fire Restrictions and Outdoor Fire Pits. The mayor addressed ongoing requests from residents 
to permit responsible outdoor fires in residential fire pits, particularly where a water source is 
readily available. He acknowledged the concerns of residents who believe that appropriate 
precautions could make such fires safe but stated that, given the current extreme fire 
conditions and continued wildfire activity, he did not believe it was appropriate to consider 
moving away from Stage 2 fire restrictions at this time. Even a carefully managed fire can 
create a hazard through ember casting, which can spread beyond the immediate fire pit 
regardless of the precautions taken. 
Conservation and Property Acquisition. The mayor also addressed the Town's interest in 
acquiring properties and placing conservation easements on them. He acknowledged that such 
purchases may not always appear to provide the strongest return on investment, particularly 
given the high cost of property in the canyon. However, he noted that the Council will need to 
make decisions based on the Town's broader goals and that those decisions may not always 
satisfy everyone in the community. The Council will continue to consider conservation 
opportunities and other matters in the broader public interest, even when individual decisions 
may be unpopular with some residents. 
 
 
Council Members’ Reports. RECORDING 1:27:18 
Carolyn Keigley met with Chief Ackerman, and the current Revel marathon director, who is 
new to Utah and unfamiliar with the canyon issues. They discussed the upcoming marathon 
event in the canyon and reached an agreement on how to operate in a better way. Although 
the event organizers had previously indicated that they would reduce the number of 
participants, they ultimately did not reach the anticipated participation level. As a result, the 
event will have approximately 1,000 fewer participants, which is expected to help reduce traffic 
impacts and make event-day traffic more manageable. Reduction in marathon participation is 
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partly related to changes affecting the race's status as a Boston Marathon qualifying event. 
Organizers advised the Town that fewer runners are expected to participate as a result, which 
should help alleviate some of the traffic-management challenges associated with the event. A 
significant operational change for this year's event will be the ability to meter traffic at the S-
curve and Split Rock. The Council Member explained that managing traffic through these 
locations is particularly challenging because there is effectively only one lane of travel through 
the affected areas. The event will also have four additional officers equipped with specialized 
radios capable of transmitting through the canyon's communication dead zone, which is 
expected to substantially improve coordination and traffic flow. It was emphasized to the 
organizers that Big Cottonwood Canyon has only one route in and out, and that event closures 
affect not only residents but also businesses, the two ski resorts, condominiums, and short-
term rentals. The canyon's visitation has also expanded beyond the winter ski season, with 
mountain biking at both resorts drawing significant weekend traffic. A complete canyon 
closure, as had initially been contemplated by the event organizers, could therefore have a 
substantial impact on the resorts' summer operations. The event will take place on September 
12th.  
Carolyn reported that Salt Lake County passed a resolution last month to withdraw from the 
Salt Lake Valley Law Enforcement Service Area (SLVLESA). The SLVLESA board voted against the 
proposal and instead, they’re requiring a feasibility study. The study will be jointly selected by 
Salt Lake County and SLVLESA and is intended to provide an independent assessment of the 
potential effects of the County's withdrawal, including whether withdrawal would negatively 
affect the remaining district members. 
Registration is open for the Mountain Towns Conference in Banff and Carolyn encouraged 
members of the council to attend if they haven’t yet taken the opportunity.  
 
Jeff Bossard reported the Mosquito Abatement meeting was postponed until next week. 
Animal Services met last week, but he was unable to attend. They will have their annual 
fundraiser in November.  
Jeff also represented the council in attending the annual Brighton Community Association 
meeting. He demonstrated the Town website and since they were unable to use Wi-Fi, the 
group participated by navigating through the mobile website on their cell phones.  
  
Lise Brunhart represented the council at the BCCA meeting last night and reported on the 
council’s work session, goal setting, and priorities. She encouraged the community to respond 
with suggestions for how the council should organize priorities.   
Mike Swinsick and Josh Malaera, with the Utah Forestry Fire and State Lands, reported at the 
BCCA meeting that the WUI regulations are still in process to be carried out. They are moving 
forward on creating a buffer zone by mitigating fuels around homes if their property borders 
the Forest Service land 
Social Media- Instagram, FB, and Bluesky. Lise continues to post daily including a recent post 
about a lost teenager.  
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Wasatch Front Waste and Recycling District (WFWRD) – The district had to discontinue the bulk 
waste drop off event due to lack of interest. Lise posted an update about this and will attend 
the upcoming board meeting and relay additional information.  
 
Keith Zuspan reported Salt Lake County is also withdrawing from the Municipal Services District 
(MSD). It will become effective July 1st, 2027, which gives time for planning and working 
through the issues that may come through this process. The MSD staff and board members are 
confident that the district will be able to support itself by contracting services and having 
control over the process.  
Financial Update. Keith noted that the Town's resort community tax and transient room tax 

revenues totaled $16,248 for the month. This represented a significant decrease from the 

comparable period, with revenues approximately 50% lower than the previous July and 36% 

lower than 2025. The Town is currently behind its expected revenue curve, but Keith 

characterized the decrease as part of the normal fluctuations associated with resort-related 

revenues. He noted Nate's earlier budget discussion and expressed confidence that the Town's 

financial position remains manageable barring an extended period of exceptionally poor 

snowfall. 

In anticipation of upcoming payments, funds had been transferred to the Zions Bank account, 
which now holds approximately $600,000. As a result, the PTIF balance was reduced to 
approximately $7.721M. Upcoming payments include $114,425.10 to B. Jackson, an additional 
$312,400 to B. Jackson, and approximately $50,000 for the Town truck purchase. Following 
payment of these obligations, any remaining excess funds in the Zions Bank account will be 
transferred back into the PTIF to maximize the Town's interest earnings. 
MSD Standard Financial Report we are at 98.3% of our overall budget and we’re on track with 
matching revenues to exceed expenses. Daniel Hoffman presented to the council last month on 
overall expenditures and revenues with the MSD, and he’ll return next month to present the 
final fiscal year report.  
 
 
BCCA Report. RECORDING 1:43:19. 
Barbara Cameron  
Brighton Community Picnic. The Brighton Institute discussed reviving the community picnic 
tradition. Nicole Merges and Joan Hadley have organized a Brighton Community Picnic for 
September 18 at the Milly Chalet. The event is planned for approximately 4:00 to 7:30PM and 
will provide an opportunity for residents and families to gather and connect. Kim Doyle offered 
to provide barbecues. Attendees will be encouraged to bring an entrée to grill, along with a side 
dish or dessert to share. Additional information will be provided as the event approaches. 
Wildfire Mitigation Assistance. BCCA hosted Josh Malera with the Utah Division of Forestry, 
Fire and State Lands (FFSL), who discussed a program assisting property owners whose homes 
border U.S. Forest Service land. Malera is contacting affected property owners to provide 
guidance regarding defensible space and coordinate opportunities for his team to perform 
mitigation work on qualifying properties. The work is being funded through a federal grant 
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obtained for the community by Mike Swinsick the previous year. Property owners whose land 
borders Forest Service property were encouraged to arrange an assessment to determine 
whether work could be performed. Josh Melara – jmelara@utah.gov or 801-691-2529. Malera 
had already scheduled visits with several property owners during the week of the meeting. 
Property Insurance. Following the wildfire mitigation presentation, BCCA members discussed 
challenges related to obtaining and maintaining property insurance in the canyon. The 
representative expressed appreciation to residents who had shared information and 
experiences regarding insurance options, including Sarah Langridge and others. 
The representative noted that residents remain concerned about upcoming insurance 
assessments and the changing insurance environment. BCCA is exploring whether there may be 
opportunities for residents to work together to better protect the community and address 
insurance challenges, with additional information potentially available next year. 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION. RECORDING 1:47:56. 
Lise Brunhart moved to enter the closes session and Jeff Bossard seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously.  
Lise Brunhart: Aye 
Jeff Bossard: Aye 
Scotty John: Aye 
Carolyn Keigley: Aye 
Keith Zuspan: Aye 
 
 
ADJOURN 
Keith moved to close the closed session and Jeff Bossard seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously.  
Keith Zuspan moved to adjourn the meeting, and Jeff Bossard seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned unanimously at 9:02PM.  
 
 
____________________________ 
Submitted by Kara John, Town Clerk 

mailto:jmelara@utah.gov

