Bicknell Town Council Meeting
August 6, 2026
I. Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance
The meeting was called to order and identified as the Bicknell Town Council Meeting for August 6, 2026. Councilman Gregg Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance.
II. Roll Call
Roll call was conducted with the following members present: Gregg Anderson, Weston, Noreen, Carrie Brinkerhoff, Jed, Kelsey, and Steve Albrecht. Kerry Stevens came late. Others present were Laura Lasco, Shannon Robertson, and Ellen Anderson.
III. Approval of Minutes
July Work Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the July Work Meeting Minutes was made by Gregg and seconded by Weston. The motion passed with all in favor, and none opposed.
July Town Board Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the July Town Board Meeting Minutes was made by Weston and seconded by Gregg. The motion passed with all in favor, and none opposed.
IV. Public Comments
Comment by Laura Lasco – Overhanging Tree Limbs on Main Street
Laura Lasco thanked the Council for preserving the trees in town, then raised a concern about low-hanging tree limbs over the sidewalks on Main Street. She noted that at least four people, including herself, had nearly been struck by branches, and that a person on a bicycle had recently come close to being hit. She identified several locations of concern, including areas near the Tappan House, near Sunglow, and further down the street. It was noted that the trees are on private property but overhang the public sidewalk. Laura had researched the matter and indicated that most property owners had given permission for the limbs to be trimmed. The Council acknowledged that a town employee would be able to legally address the issue, and it was suggested that Jed would handle the trimming when time allowed.
Comment by Shannon Robertson – Off-Highway Vehicles in Drainage Ditches
Shannon Robertson returned to raise a concern she had previously brought before the Council at the May 7th meeting regarding children riding motorbikes and dirt bikes in drainage ditches. She reported that the behavior had continued on multiple occasions on both sides of the road. She read from research indicating that riding off-highway vehicles in public road borrow pits, drainage ditches, or water channels is illegal unless the ditch is part of a designated motorized trail, and that doing so causes erosion, damages ecosystems, and violates state trespass laws. Shannon asked what her recourse was if the behavior continued after being addressed, and whether the matter could be posted publicly to give the situation more legal teeth. The Council agreed that posting a sign would be beneficial and would strengthen enforcement. It was also suggested that Shannon call the sheriff's department when she witnesses the behavior occurring. Shannon indicated she knows the identities of the individuals involved and agreed to provide their names. The mayor offered to contact the relevant parties directly. It was noted that Micah (the county sheriff's contact) would likely also recommend that the area be posted with signage. Shannon also raised a question about culinary water restrictions, asking whether her watering schedule remained the same. The mayor confirmed that the schedule had not changed except that customers receive one fewer watering day per week than before. It was noted that water pressure had been low in some areas, that the pump was already at maximum capacity, and that debris had been clogging sprinkler heads throughout town.
V. Business
a. Culinary Water
The mayor introduced the topic of culinary water restrictions in anticipation of the irrigation water being turned off, likely before the first of the month. The question before the Council was whether outdoor culinary water use should be restricted by time of day and/or day of the week. Various options were discussed, including restricting outdoor watering to certain hours—such as 6 to 10 in the evening or 7 to 10 in the morning—and limiting watering to certain days of the week. It was suggested that fewer hours were better and recommended keeping the existing turn schedule so that not everyone would be watering simultaneously. Steve Albrecht raised the question of whether restrictions were truly necessary given that customers would be billed for their usage, and expressed concern that having everyone water at the same time could drain the tank and put heavy strain on the pump, representing a significant and unrecovered cost to the town. The Council discussed the declining state of the aquifer, with Jed noting that overflow at Brinkerhoff Springs had been lost and that the spring was taking approximately 20 to 30 minutes to refill to overflow levels. It was ultimately agreed that the existing turn structure—Monday for one group, Tuesday for another, and Wednesday for the third—would be maintained after irrigation is discontinued. The Council agreed that the tiered water billing rate would likely serve as the primary enforcement mechanism, and Laura Lasco suggested noting the tiered rate in the town newsletter as a reminder to residents.
No formal vote was taken, as the Council reached a general consensus on the approach.
b. Weeds on Roads Right-Of-Ways
The mayor reported that Parker Peterson had contacted the town regarding a significant infestation of goat's head weeds (puncture vine) on the south end of his pasture along the road right-of-way. Peterson expressed concern that during large events at the park, vehicles parking in that area were spreading the weed throughout the county. He had inquired about the possibility of paving the area as a long-term solution, which the mayor acknowledged was a good idea but financially unfeasible. Peterson noted that placing larger gravel in the area seemed to slow the growth of the weed. The Council discussed the difficulty of eradicating goat's head, noting that even after the plant is killed, the seed burrs remain and continue to cause problems. It was agreed that the most practical course of action was for Jed to spray the affected areas and continue to stay on top of it, with the general acknowledgment that full eradication was unlikely. Steve Albrecht noted that the weed was present throughout town along road edges, not just in that one location.
c. Member Reports
Council Members
Gregg Anderson reported that he had driven through the cemetery twice and observed that it was looking very good. He inquired about the timeline for laying sod on new grave sites and was informed that it would need to wait until spring due to the current water shortage.
Weston (Councilman) proposed closing and chaining the basketball court at the park, citing repeated problems with a specific group of older youth who were kicking younger children out of the facility, vandalizing playground equipment by carving into it, riding four-wheelers through the area, and generally behaving in a disruptive and destructive manner. He stated that he had no patience for the situation and suggested the basketball hoops be removed entirely if necessary. He argued that closing the court and posting no trespassing signs would shift liability to those who chose to trespass.
The discussion that followed involved multiple participants. Gregg Anderson expressed concern that locking the court completely might provoke worse behavior and suggested that locking it only at night might be a more measured approach. Steve Albrecht raised liability concerns about someone climbing the fence and getting injured, and also worried that a retaliatory response from the youth could lead to increased damage. Shannon Robertson asked whether law enforcement could be more actively involved, and the Council noted that the county sheriff is not present to actively patrol the town. Laura Lasco suggested that a visible presence or informal neighborhood watch might deter the behavior, referencing a prior incident near Howie's where a sheriff's visit had successfully dispersed a group of disruptive youths. The Council ultimately agreed on a multi-pronged approach: obtaining additional park security cameras, allowing Kelsey Brinkerhoff to set up camera access on interested Council members' devices so that the footage could be monitored more regularly, and having the mayor contact Micah at the sheriff's office to request drive-throughs of Bicknell when deputies are in the area.
Water & Maintenance
Jed reported on two incidents at the cemetery. First, someone had accessed the cemetery over the weekend and turned the irrigation on without authorization, causing one of the sprinkler heads to break and water to run down the road to the west for an extended period. In response, Jed set up two trail cameras—one pointed at the irrigation valve and one near the shed facing the trash cans—to monitor entry and exit points and unauthorized dumping. He noted ongoing problems with people depositing lawn clippings, branches, and motorhome waste in the cemetery trash area.
Jed also reported that the existing cemetery trash can appeared to have sustained fire damage and needed to be replaced. The Council discussed options and agreed that a replacement standard-sized garbage can would be sufficient, with a second one added for high-use periods like Memorial Day weekend. Jed further reported that the Brinkerhoff Springs were running that morning and that the chlorinator was functioning properly. He noted that he had attempted to reach Moore (regarding a separate water matter) multiple times by text and phone without a response. He also mentioned that a trip to Richfield to speak with Travis about water meters had not yielded results, and the Council briefly discussed the need to explore alternative meter programs or compatible equipment. Jed also noted that quarterly water tests on the new well were still outstanding, and that the submitted test results would take approximately four to five weeks to process.
Steve Albrecht did not report additional items beyond his contributions to the earlier discussions.
Kelsey Brinkerhoff reported that she had received a call from Chris Kiel regarding new sod for Randy Kiel's grave, which was noted to be sunken and completely dead. Given the ongoing water shortage, the Council agreed that no new sod would be laid until spring, and it was agreed that Kelsey or Jed would contact Chris Kiel to communicate this. Kelsey also offered to set up camera access for the park's security system on Council members' phones or tablets for monitoring purposes.
Water & Maintenance
Clerical and Financial
Carrie Brinkerhoff had no items to report. The Council reviewed and discussed outstanding bills, including a recurring charge for HeyGov, a software program used for meeting minutes, described as being worth the annual cost.
Motion to pay the bills was made by Kerry and seconded by Weston. The motion passed with all in favor, and none opposed.
VI. Miscellaneous
No miscellaneous items were discussed.
VII. Closed Session as Permitted by Utah Code Annotated Section 52-4-205(1)(a)
No discussion was recorded regarding a closed session.
VIII. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM.

______________________________ Mayor          ________________________Clerk
