TOURISM TAX ADVISORY BOARD 
PENDING MEETING MINUTES AUGUST 27, 2026

Commissioner Victor Iverson called the meeting of the Tourism Tax Advisory Board of Washington County to order at 9:40 AM on Thursday, August 27, 2026, in Conference Room #182, at 111 East Tabernacle Street, St. George, UT 84770. 

Those in attendance included the Tourism Tax Advisory Board: Kevin Smith, Dorothy Heers, Shayne Wittwer, Dustin Warren, David Moody, Nate Wells, and Zac Nixon. Other attendees included Deputy County Attorney Steven Scott, Tourism Director Brittany McMichael, and Tourism staff members: Linné Marsh, Chad McWilliams, Matthew Watson, Trista Nielson, Leslie Fonger, Heath Hansen, Ed Aurrecoechea, and Joyce Kelly.
 

WELCOME

Commissioner Victor Iverson welcomed all attendees and confirmed that a quorum existed for voting on action items.

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES FOR JUNE 25, 2026 

MOTION:	Motion by Dorothy Heers to approve June 25, 2026, Meeting Minutes
Motion seconded by David Moody and carried by a unanimous vote. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Brittany McMichael, Greater Zion Convention & Tourism Office Director, reported that transient room tax through June is approximately $10 million, up 8.9%, with full-year revenue projected at roughly $17.5 million or higher. Hotel occupancy through July is 61.8%. Short-term rental occupancy is up 6%. Hotel RevPAR is up 2.7% through July, while short-term rental RevPAR is up 29%, though McMichael noted the calculation is less straightforward for rentals. Hotel ADR is up 3.1%, and short-term rental ADR is up 1%. Restaurant tax through June is $3.5 million, up 5.5%, and is projected to finish near $7 million, a record level. Park visitation is down 1% through July. Airport passengers are up 11% overall, though July growth fell 9% due to a five-day runway closure. SunTran ridership is up 17%, with about 17,000 riders, a sign that the St. George-Springdale transportation efforts are reducing vehicle pressure near Zion National Park.

The tourism office’s second-quarter PR and paid-media efforts were strong and consistently active across social, connected TV, banner ads, YouTube, paid media, and earned media. The quarter produced 27 total media placements, including six in top-75 outlets, generating 115.8 million total coverage impressions and mentioning 36 unique local partners. There were 12 media interactions and 2 press visits during the quarter, with an average Connect Effect score of 49 out of 50, indicating the coverage strongly reached intended audiences. The new Zion Corridor Park & Ride earned 20 placements, including unexpected coverage from Yahoo News and RV Miles. Greater Zion also earned high-value editorial coverage from Forbes, Travel + Leisure, Outside, Travel Age West, and Travel Pulse. Upcoming hosted press visits include journalists from National Geographic, Food & Wine, and Backpacker. 

Destination Development Requests

Jordan Hess and Paul Walker presented proposals for tourism funds for the following projects in Washington City:

Washington City is seeking $250,000 from TRCCA funds to build a new ballfield concession stand. The recommended amount is $100,000. 

Washington City is requesting $12,000 of TRCCA funds to complete a Washington Wheels Park Entrance Arch. The recommendation is to approve $12,000. 

MOTION:	Motion by Shayne Wittwer to approve the Destination Development requests from TRCCA funds as presented, with the following exceptions: 
· The Washington City Ballfield Concession Stand is awarded $185,000.
· The Washington Wheels Park Entrance Arch is approved at $12,000, contingent on including tourism-promoting messaging on the sign. 
Motion seconded by Zac Nixon and carried by unanimous vote. 


Washington City is seeking $500,000 of TRT funds for development of a portion of the Solente North Trail. The recommendation is for $500,000. 

MOTION:	Motion by Zac Nixon to approve TRT funding as recommended. 
Motion seconded by David Moody and carried by unanimous vote.


Trista Nielson presented Destination Development requests for tourism funds for the following organizations: 

The Town of Virgin is requesting $200,000 of TRCCA funds for Phase 1 of the Isom Historic Home Preservation project. The recommendation is not to fund the project at this time. 

Santa Clara City is requesting $181,407 of TRCCA funds for improvements to the Spencer Gunn Memorial Ballfield. The recommendation is $100,000. 

MOTION:	Motion by Shayne Wittwer to approve the Destination Development requests from TRCCA funds as presented, with the following exceptions: 
· The Spencer Gunn Memorial Ballfield is awarded $135,000. 
· The Town of Virgin's Isom Historic Home Preservation Phase 1 project is not funded at this time. Funding can be reconsidered once the project falls within TRCCA's allowable uses. 
Motion seconded by Zac Nixon and carried by unanimous vote. 

Tuacahn Center for the Arts is seeking $45,000 of TRT funds for improvements to the stage. The recommendation is to approve $45,000. 

St. George City requests $84,036 of TRT funds for Electric Theater Infrastructure Upgrades. The recommendation is to approve $84,036. [Request withdrawn at St. George City’s request at 11:26 AM]


MOTION:	Motion by Zac Nixon to approve TRT funding as recommended. 
Motion seconded by David Moody and carried by unanimous vote, with Kevin Smith recused. 


Sports Marketing & Event Requests

Chad McWilliams, Greater Zion Sports and Adventure Manager, explained that recommendations for sports marketing and event requests now come via a new Sports Events Advisory Board to standardize evaluation and aid with TAB decisions. 

Chad McWilliams presented sports marketing agreement funding requests for TRT funds for the following organizations: 

7 Elite Academy is seeking $60,000 for a four-day soccer tournament featuring 450 US and international teams. The recommendation is for $40,000. 

NICA is seeking $15,000 for 2026 and $25,000 for 2027 for the Western Regional at the new Trail Park at Desert Color. The recommendation is $15,000 for 2026 and $25,000 for 2027.

Red Rock Events is seeking $25,000 for the 2027 Intermountain Cup Racing Series. The recommendation is $25,000.   

USA Collegiate is seeking $100,000 for the 2026-27 St. George Eagles, a post-high-school, collegiate/JUCO football program. The recommendation is not to fund at this time. 

Red Bull is seeking $65,000 for the 2026 Red Bull Rampage. The recommendation is to approve $65,000.

Matt’s Offroad Games is seeking $25,000 for 2027 Matt’s Off Road Games. The recommendation is to approve $25,000. 

Vacation Races is seeking $15,000 for the 2027 Zion ½ Marathon. The recommendation is to approve $7,500. 

MOTION:	Motion by Shayne Wittwer to approve TRT funding as recommended. Motion seconded by Dorothy Heers and carried by unanimous vote.

Event Requests

Chad McWilliams, Greater Zion Sports and Adventure Manager, presented event funding requests for TRT funds for the following organizations: 

Great Western Classic is seeking $15,000 for event funding for the Great Western Winter Classic. The recommendation is a guarantee of $5,000, plus an additional $350 per non-local team, for a maximum award of up to $10,000. 

Senior Softball-USA is seeking $25,000 for event funding for the 2027 Spring World Championships. The recommendation is for $25,000. 

Out of Office Crew is seeking $25,000 for Out of Office Greater Zion Weekend. The recommendation is not to fund at this time.

Coral Peak Gymnastics is seeking $15,000 of event funding for the 2027 Zion Invitational Gymnastics. The recommendation is for $15,000. 

Ride Southern Utah is seeking $7,500 in event funding for the 2027 Spring & Fall Tour. The recommendation is for $7,500. 

Underground Runner is seeking $10,000 in event funding for the 2027 Red Mountain 50K and So. Utah ½ Marathon. The recommendation is $5,000. 

Desert Roads & Trails Society is seeking $12,000 in event funding for the 2027 Winter 4x4 Jamboree. The recommendation is $12,000. 

MOTION:	Motion by Nate Wells to approve TRT funding as recommended. 
Motion seconded by Kevin Smith and carried by unanimous vote.


Marketing Requests

Matthew Watson, Greater Zion Convention & Tourism Office Partner Relations & Strategic Insights Manager, presented marketing and event requests for TRT funding on behalf of the following organizations: 

Zion Canyon Visitor’s Bureau is seeking $5,000 marketing sponsorship for Zion Canyon Tear Sheet Maps. The recommendation is for $5,000. 

UZONA Chamber of Commerce is seeking $12,000 to market and promote Hilldale. The recommendation is $12,000. 

Zion Canyon Music Festival is seeking $5,000 to market and promote the 2026 Zion Canyon Music Festival. The recommendation is $2,500. 

St. George Dance Company is seeking $3,500 to market and promote its 2027 Red Rock Dance Festival.  The recommendation is up to $3,500. 

FMASU is seeking $3,500 to market and promote its 2027 Horrorfest International Film Festival. The funding recommendation is $3,500. 

Clay Con West is seeking $4,000 to market and promote Clay Con West 2027. The recommendation is $4,000. 

Utah Tech University is seeking $5,000 in event funding for the 2027 DOCUTAH International Film Festival. The recommendation is $5,000. 

Kayenta Arts Foundation is seeking $6,000 for its 2027 Art in Kayenta Festival. The recommendation is to table this discussion until after the 2026 Art in Kayenta Festival. 

Ophilia Events is seeking $55,000 in event funding for the 2026 Red Rock Film Festival. The recommendation is not to fund this event at this time. 

MOTION:	Motion by Kevin Smith to approve the TRT funding as presented. 
		Motion seconded by Dustin Warren and carried by unanimous vote.


Meeting & Convention Funding Request

Brittany McMichael presented a request to approve $12,500 in meeting and convention incentive funding to support the 2027 NaturServ Biodiversity Without Boundaries Conference.

MOTION:	Motion by Shayne Wittwer to fund up to $12,500 in TRT funding for meeting room space and transportation for the conference.  
		Motion seconded by Nate Wells and carried by unanimous vote.


The next meeting will be held on October 29, 2026. 


MOTION:	Motion by Kevin Smith to adjourn.
		Motion seconded by Zac Nixon and carried by unanimous vote.


Minutes prepared by Linné Marsh,
Washington County Deputy Clerk
Adjourned at 11:50 AM
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