Military Recreation Facility Development Review Committee Meeting
DRAFT Minutes
Tuesday, September 8, 2026 @ 2:00 PM
Zoom Teleconference
Listen to the audio recording here: Public Notice Website 
Board Members Present: Chair Derek Brenchley, Vice Chair Dustin Grabau, Eric Hales, Dallin Koecher, Ray Whitchurch, Max Covey, Doug Smith
Board Members Excused: N/A
The complete official audio recording can be found at the link above. A summary of the discussions is presented as follows:
Agenda Item (1) Review and approve minutes from July 14, 2026 Military Recreation Facility Development Review Committee meeting. (1:45–2:32)
Ray Whitchurch: Motion to approve the minutes as posted.
Dallin Koecher: Second.
Doug Smith: Recused himself from voting as he was absent from the July 14th meeting.
All other members present voted “aye” in favor of approving the July 14, 2026 minutes. None were opposed. The motion passed.
Agenda Item (2) Consideration of Proposed Amendments to the Military Recreation Facility Standards and Guidelines Related to Signage (2:32–21:21)
Presentation by Rob Donigan and Richard Catten
· Rob Donigan provided an overview of the proposed amendments, noting additions beyond signage, including the introduction of the "plane of influence" concept in Chapter 1 definitions and Chapter 2 review procedures.
· Signage regulations expanded significantly from a half-page to 19 pages, defining sign categories, sizes, locations, and permit procedures.
· Richard Catten noted that animated and flashing signs are prohibited to prevent driver distraction, while sign illumination is governed under previously adopted lighting standards.
· A clarification was added to nighttime hours definitions, designating them as sunset to sunrise in Lighting Zone 0 (mountainside).
Public Comment & Committee Questions:
Bob Daniel: Asked if temporary shoring/soil nail systems extending into the right-of-way were permitted to protect road integrity during vertical excavation near the plane of influence. Staff confirmed soil nail systems are evaluated through geotechnical engineering review and are permitted if safe, citing existing uses in the village. Daniel also inquired about construction lighting, and staff confirmed construction lighting is addressed under standards adopted the previous spring.
Doug Smith: Clarified that monument signs are allowed up to 10 feet in height while pole signs are prohibited. Staff confirmed internal illumination is permitted provided fixtures feature hoods/shielding to prevent upward light spill. Smith also noted drive-thru menu boards are conditional uses permitted on the east side of Highway 40.
Board Action:
Dustin Grabau: Motion to recommend MIDA Board approval of the proposed revisions and additions to Section 1.01 (Terms, Tenses, and Definitions), Section 2.07(D) (Infrastructure Improvement Permit Submittal Requirements), Section 2.08 (Encroachment Permit), Section 2.09 (Sign Permits), Section 4.06(B) (Lighting Design Standards), and Section 4.07 (Signage Design Standards).
Doug Smith: Second.
All members present voted “aye” in favor. None were opposed. The motion passed unanimously.
Agenda Item (3) Consideration of the Marcella Gatehouse Site Plan (21:21–35:25)
Presentation by Rob Donigan
· The proposed site plan covers a gatehouse located off the frontage road entry heading west into the Overlook neighborhood (south of Velvaere and Pioche Village).
· The layout includes a 680-square-foot gatehouse/mailroom building with ADA access, a visitor/owner lane under a canopy, an uncanopied bypass/construction lane to facilitate emergency and construction access, exit lanes, a U-turn loop, and parking.
· Gates will automatically open upon approach to maintain required 24/7 unrestricted public access for PID-funded roads.
· The project includes realigning an existing trail to maintain trail connectivity through the site.
Applicant Comments & Committee Questions:
Graham Larson – Applicant Representative: Expressed appreciation for staff’s efforts and noted that construction would likely begin after the winter season to minimize the impacts of winter construction traffic.
Eric Hales: Recommended revisiting the landscape plan at a later date through the infrastructure permit process to ensure compliance and best practices for Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) high-hazard areas.
Max Covey: Confirmed the water line would be realigned so that it would not run beneath the gatehouse canopy and verified that public access through the gate would remain unrestricted 24/7.
Doug Smith: Inquired about the slope gradient along the bike trail crossing; staff noted gradient contours will be evaluated during final engineering review.
Board Action:
Eric Hales: Moved to approve the Marcella Gatehouse Site Plan subject to the four staff-recommended conditions, with additional direction concerning WUI landscape review, relocation of the water line outside the canopy footprint, and further evaluation of the bike-trail crossing during final engineering review.
Ray Whitchurch: Second.
All members present voted “aye” in favor. None were opposed. The motion passed unanimously.
Agenda Item (4) Adjourn. The next meeting is scheduled for October 13, 2026, at 2:00 PM. (35:25–36:01)
· Doug Smith: Motion to adjourn.
· The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:35 PM.
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