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Rights of Deaf & Hard of Hearing 
Children in Education



Utah’s 
P&A 
Agency

Some Focus Areas:
● Community Access & Inclusion
● Education
● Employment
● Fair Housing
● Institutional Rights
● Guardianship
● Transportation
● Voting Rights
● Abuse and Neglect
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Sara Williams, J.D. 
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About
Sara Williams, J.D. 



Background on the 
IDEA, ADA, and 
Section 504

General Provisions Provisions Specific to 
D/HH children

Language and 
Communication Plans
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Presentation Overview:
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Federal Laws at Play

➢ Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
(Section 504)

➢ Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

➢ Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA)
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ADA & Sec. 504 
Civil Rights Laws
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ADA & Sec. 504 
Civil Rights Laws
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● Sec. 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (1973) 
prohibits disability discrimination in all 
programs receiving federal funding.
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1990 “Capitol Crawl” 

ADA & Sec. 504 
Civil Rights Laws
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● Sec. 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (1973) 
prohibits disability discrimination in all 
programs receiving federal funding. 

● ADA (1990) expands these protections to all 
areas of public life.
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Both apply to PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS!



● Mills v. Board of Education
● Due Process
● Special education and related 

services designed to meet their 
“unique” needs

● Part C: IFSP 0-3
● Part B:  IEP 3-22

IDEA (1975)
Special Education Law
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General Provisions: Standards of F.A.P.E.
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Is this child making appropriate 
progress based on  his unique 
needs and circumstances? 

FOCUS ON THE INDIVIDUAL

Different Standards of F.A.P.E.

FAPE under IDEA
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Date

Is this child making appropriate 
progress based on  his unique 
needs and circumstances? 

FOCUS ON THE INDIVIDUAL

Different Standards of F.A.P.E.

FAPE under IDEA
Are the needs of  this student with 
a disability addressed as well as his 
nondisabled peers’?

SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON

FAPE under 504 
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Date

Is this child making appropriate 
progress based on  his unique 
needs and circumstances? 

FOCUS ON THE INDIVIDUAL

Different Standards of F.A.P.E.
ADA doesn’t discuss FAPE, 

but it does use a 
comparative analysis like 

504

FAPE under IDEA
Are the needs of this student with 
a disability addressed as well as his 
nondisabled peers’?

SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON

FAPE under 504 
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Specific Provisions for D/HH Children
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IEP Special Factors  to 
Consider for D/HH Children

1. child’s language and 
communication needs

2. opportunities for direct 
communications & direct 
instruction w/ peers/staff in the 
child’s language and communication 
mode,  

3. academic level, and  full range of 
needs, 

4. needs for assistive technology
devices and services. 
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Specific Provisions for D/HH Children
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Auxiliary Aids 
and Services

Primary 
Consideration

IEP Special Factors  to 
Consider for D/HH Children

1. child’s language and 
communication needs

2. opportunities for direct 
communications & direct 
instruction w/ peers/staff in the 
child’s language and communication 
mode,  

3. academic level, and  full range of 
needs, 

4. needs for assistive technology
devices and services. 
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Effective 
Communication



Current  Process: Utah
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Current  Process: Utah
04

Parent(s)

Student

General Education Teacher

Special Education Teacher

LEA Representative

Audiologist

Teacher of the Deaf

Speech Language Pathologist 

ASL Interpreter Supervisor

ASL Interpreter



Recent Changes: Utah
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HOW LANGUAGE & 

COMMUNICATION PLANS WORK

➢ Operationalizes protections from laws
➢ Advocacy tool for parents & students to point to
➢ Easy-to-reference tools for teachers educating 

children with a low-incident disability
➢ Data-sharing tool combats service provider silos
➢ Helps districts stay student-focused and compliant 

when determining services for D/HH children
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FIVE IMPACT AREAS

Student and 

Parent 

Engagement & 

Self-Advocacy 

Increase

Literacy & 

Language 

Outcomes 

Improve

Improved 

Mental 

Health, 

Safety, & 

Belonging

Communication 

& Language 

Access To 

Instruction, 

Staff, Peers, 

Extracurriculars, 

etc. Increase via 

Daily LCP 

Implementation

Team Collaboratively 

Fills Out LCP & 

Develops Shared 

Understanding of Your 

Child’s Needs
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OTHER STATES • 1996- Colorado
• 2004- New Mexico
• 2008- Indiana
• 2008- Nevada
• 2008- Pennsylvania
• 2012- Delaware
• 2012- Connecticut
• 2013- Florida
• 2013- North Carolina
• 2015- Louisiana
• 2017- West Virginia
• 2019- New Hampshire
• 2021- Georgia
• 2022- New Jersey
• 2025- Texas (not 

individualized)
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“Frankenstein Plan”

A Model Plan for Utah

04



04



04



04



04



04



04



04



Thank you! 

Questions? Contact
swilliams@disabilitylawcenter.org
CALL/TEXT: (801) 924-3367
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