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	Committee
	Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission (JPEC)

	

	Date
Time
Location
	Tuesday, August 4th, 2026
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Capitol Board Room,

	

	Members Present
	Mallory Bateman, Bridget Romano, Blair Hodson, Becky Edwards, Gil A. Miller, Mike Smith, John Curtis, Lisa Watts Baskin, Tom Ross, Christine Durham, Terry Buckner, Fred Voros

	Members Excused
	Christian Hansen, Curtis M. Jensen, Mary Noonan

	Guests
	Jeremy Brown, Montana JPEC

	Staff
	Mary-Margaret Pingree, Chris Russell, Julie Spilker, Madison Klein Paul Tonks (AAG), Aashna Shanthakumar

	Agenda Item:
	Announcements / Approval of June 9th, 2026 Minutes       Bridget Romano  
                                                                                             Mary-Margaret Pingree

	Notes:
	Visitor – Jeremy Brown, Executive Director of JPEC, Montana
Jeremy flew in yesterday to observe and gather info as Montana sets up their
program. He shares insights into his new program. 

Mary-Margaret introduces a new Commissioner – Fred Voros.

Mary-Margaret updates the commission on the progress of the auditor report. A preliminary draft will be provided at end of August, a response required by
Sept 18th. JPEC will attend an Audit Subcommittee on Sept 30th. 

Motion – Approval of minutes with amendment to meeting location. Gil motions, Lisa seconds. The motion passes unanimously. 

	

	Agenda Item:
	Abuse of Discretion Study                                                Mary-Margaret Pingree
 Open Session                                                                                 Fred Voros

	Notes:
	
A study on abuse of discretion was required by SB233.

Fred Voros provides an overview of standards of review for appellate cases. When a case is appealed, the appellate court does not simply decide
whether it agrees with the outcome. Instead, it reviews different parts
of the case using specific standards of review. The standard applied
depends on the type of issue being reviewed, and each standard
gives a different level of deference to the trial court’s decision.

The Commission discusses the pros and cons of using abuse of discretion as an evaluation metric.

Next Steps: Feedback from District/Juvenile judges Aug 14th, in September write a draft for feedback, and finalize the report in Oct 4th meeting,

	Agenda Item:
	Election Updates                                                                          Madison Klein
Closed Session                                                             

	Notes:

	Motion – Gil motions to close the meeting, Terry seconds. The motion passes unanimously. 

Motion – Gil motions to open the meeting, Mallory seconds. The motion passes unanimously.

	Agenda Item:
	Voter Outreach                                                                               Julie Spilker
Open Session                                                                     Aashna Shanthakumar

	Notes:
	Aashna and Julie provide an overview of election outreach strategy and inform commissioners on how they can help spread awareness. 

Madison also gives a tour of the new website layout. 

	Agenda Item:
	Follow Up Items                                                             Madison Klein
Open Session

	Notes:
	JPEC received a public comment in our April 28th meeting. Madison and Mary-Margaret summarize options to consider displaying statistical survey data. 

Mary-Margaret discusses the pros and cons of appellate observations. 

Madison reviews potential report disclaimer language for Kevin Christensen and William Kendall’s past reports
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	Next Meeting
	October 13th, 2026
9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m 
Senate Building, Suite #300
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